
 

 

ECUMENICAL CELEBRATION IN MONTREAL  

In Montreal, the Armenian Apostolic Cathedral of St.Gregory the Illuminator hosted the celebra-
tion organized by the Canadian Ecumenical Center on Sunday 19th January 2020 to mark the be-
ginning of the week of prayer for Chritian unity.   

Pierrette Renaud, Suzanne Plouffe, Monique Bonnefoy and Rita Toutant participated in this an-
nual encounter during which Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans, Presbyterians and Orthodox meet. A 
dozen official representatives of the various Churches, which included two women, did the read-
ings and invited to unity.  Through a song, one lady of the United Church called on everyone to 

work side-by-side as we wait for the hour of 
the face-to-face. Each effort, each small ges-
ture for oneness counts, like in the story of the 
little girl who threw the starfish back into the 
sea so as to save at least some of them.  

This year’s theme was based on chapters 27-
28 of the Acts of the Apostles which recount 
Paul’s shipwreck and how the people of Malta 
welcomed him. It is a tribute to hospitality: 
The inhabitants showed us extraordinary kind-
ness. Even today it can be very dangerous to 

sail the Mediterranean. Very often the refugeees, men, women and children, when they manage 
to escape drowning, find themselves surrounded by mistrust and extortion. We protect ourselves 
by building walls, be they only walls of indifference.  

May our Churches work together to appease hunger, thirst and isolation, and to overthrow the 
obstacles to hospitality.  Together let us ask for this.  

Pierrette Pelletier, Cartierville, Montreal  Canada  
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THE JPIC-COMMITMENTS OF MONTPELIER COMMUNITY 
We want to share with you the JPIC-activities in which the members of the community of 
Montpelier Court are involved on a regular basis.  

Marion Carabott is a volunteer at Bakhita House, which is a refuge for trafficked women. She is 
regularly called on to accompany women when they go for medical appointments, or to law-
yers or to the immigration authorities.  

For several years, 
Vivien de Souza 
has been a mem-
ber of two groups 
in the parish, the 
Justice and Peace 
group and Aid to 
the Church in 
Need. These 
groups meet very 
regularly to organ-
ise the animation 
of the many Jus-
tice and Peace ac-
tivities in our large 

parish. She also belongs to a ‘tea club’ which provides a weekly social occasion for people who 
live alone and who can’t get out much.  

Sally Farrugia is involved in helping at the local Food Bank, which is an interdenominational 
outreach. She goes once a month to welcome those who come for food parcels. 

For many years, Domenica Ciliberti has worked in the local OXFAM charity shop, which gener-
ates money for OXFAM’s activities and also is a means for recycling articles and selling prod-
ucts from developing countries. She goes there every weekday and for several weeks and in 
the winter also volunteers at the Winter Night Shelter which is a local ecumenical initiative for 
homeless people. 

Marie McDonald belongs to a group which was set up by one of the monks of Ealing Abbey af-
ter the public inquiry into child sexual abuse at St. Benedict’s School.  Its aim is to explore what 
each one can do towards a change of culture: How can we favour a safe environment to transi-
tion from silence to interventions that stop the abuse of power? The members explore such 
themes as:  feeling and noticing the patterns of ‘victim’ and ‘perpetrator’ within themselves.  If 
we spot signs of abuse, what can we do about them? What makes for an ‘enabling’ culture?  

Every Tuesday, Catherine Booth works at Acton Homeless Concern, which provides a hot meal 
every weekday for homeless people. The food is mainly provided by organizations which col-
lect unwanted food from supermarkets and restaurants – food which would otherwise end up 
in landfill. On Wednesdays and Fridays she works on the multi-faith chaplaincy team at the lo-
cal hospital, which reflects the vastly multicultural borough of Ealing.  

Catherine Booth, Montpellier Cty, Ealing, U.K.  
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Sr. Vivian and a voluntary sell plants at the parish. 



ALTERNATIVES FOR DIGNITY AND JUSTICE 
This was the theme of the Conference on Justice and Solidarity, Mission and Cooperation or-
ganized by CONFER, the Union of Religious in Spain.  

The speakers proposed 
reflections on eco-
feminism, society, coex-
istence and crisis, point-
ing out that these topics 
might awaken hope for 
some new initiatives. A 
new theme which 
emerged was « post-
truth », a symptom of a 
society that has become 
perverted.   Today truth 
is no longer a tangible 
reality, because it exists 
only in the way it reso-
nates in our emotions, 
and we accept it or attack it according to our feelings. Thus truth can be perverted when it is 
utilised by the media and in politics. There is no longer a way to dialogue or to seek truth in 
what is happening. We are used and we evolve according to our emotions.  

If each one analyses this concept, we can look at our own selves with honesty to see how liv-
ing outside of truth functions in our personal life which has become less supportive and more 
closed in on our ego.    

These days of re-
flection opened 
the door for us to 
go deeper and see 
how to actualise 
religious life.  

Among the pres-
entations was 
that of a theatre 
group composed 
of undocumented 
migrants and 
Spaniards.  Its 
name is !BOZZA!  
(their cry of vic-
tory when they 

land on Spanish soil).   

Amparo Cuesta is part of the reflection team of CONFER Justice and Peace. 

Amparo Cuesta, Islas Cíes cty, Madrid, Spain    
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The  theatre actors of the !BOZZA! Group during their performance.  The  theatre actors of the !BOZZA! group during their performance.  



ENCOUNTER AND DIALOGUE OF LIFE WITH THE OTHER WHO IS DIFFERENT 

GETTING TO KNOW THE OTHER IN VIEW OF DEEPER ENCOUNTER   
The diocese of Ghardaia invited Chantal Vankalck to give a session on Islamology. The ten 
participants, coming from 5 continents, arrived in the 
communities of Ouargla, Touggourt, Hassi Messaoud 
and Ghardaia. Along them were Danielle and Maria 
Angeles of Ghardaia community. 

Chantal, from the community of Algiers Hydra was 
able to communicate her knowledge, her convictions 
and her openness of spirit with passion and compe-
tence. It was a beautiful experience of sharing and of 
openness so as to better understand the faith of the 
other, Islam (or rather Islams), the Coran, contempo-
rary trends and the current major debates.   

The objective: to know Islam better so as to be able to meet in a dialogue in which each one 
accepts to be transformed by the word and the faith of the other.  We are all seekers, ser-
vants and adorers of God.  

We were touched by the text of Pierre Claverie about « Plural humanity »: « The emergence 
of the other, the recognition of the other, the adjustment to the other have become haunt-
ings... No more walls, no more borders, no more fractures. The other must exist, otherwise we 

expose ourselves to violence, exclusion, rejec-
tion...Discovering the other, living with the other, 
does not mean losing one's identity (one's person-
ality). We talk about tolerance, I think it's a mini-
mum and I don't really like this word because tol-
erance implies that there is a winner and a loser, a 
dominant and a dominated and that the one who 
holds the power tolerates that the others exist. Of 
course it's better than rejection, exclusion, vio-
lence, but I prefer to talk about respect for the 
other... the other has the right to exist, he carries 
a truth, he is respectable.  There is no greater love 

than to give one’s life for those one loves. » 

The participants’ questions invited us to situate religious plurality within our Christian faith, 
God’s plan, and the history of salvation. We left encouraged to commit ourselves as Church 
and as Congregation to our practice of dialogue in a more apt way.  

We have appreciated the content and the invitation to let ourselves be challenged by the 
faith of Muslims and their fidelity to prayer. Our perception of Islam and Muslims has been 
renewed, as well as the desire to deepen our knowledge in order to know the other better.  
Isn’t FRATERNITY the new horizon of mission?  

Maria Angeles Yániz and Danielle Lorenzoli, Ghardaia Cty, Algeria  
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Chantal VanKalck Chantal VanKalck 



 

 

ENCOUNTER AND DIALOGUE OF LIFE WITH THE OTHER WHO IS DIFFERENT 

FROM GHARDAIA:   FRATERNAL ENCOUNTER IN SPITE OF DIFFERENT FAITHS 

Angèle, Aurélie and M. Angeles share with us their fraternal encounter of friendship with a 
Muslim family:  

The friendship between 
Madame N. and Scho-
lastique Makita began 
when N. followed some 
courses at our house. But 
Scholastique had never 
entered N.’s house. It 
took four years of 
« taming » and mutual 
acquaintance for the 
family to open its doors 
to the White Sisters.  One 
day N. invited the whole 
community.  He daughter 
and her brother came to 
get us and show us the 

way.  The family welcomed us with open hearts.  They were all there:   the mother, the father, 
their children and N.’s sister with her 20-year old daughter who teaches the Coran at  a Med-
ersa.  

It was an encounter of hearts between the humble and the small, between Islam and Christi-
anity, an encounter revealing a depth of closeness, which we lived after more than 150 years 
of life shared between our sisters and 
the Muslim population.  

We shared cakes, juice, tea, coffee, all 
prepared with great love and joy. But 
above all, we shared what makes up 
our lives, its joys and sorrows.  We 
also spoke about our faith and they 
offered each one of us a wish in writ-
ing. The one of Angèle reads: « May 
you be like the candle that melts in 
order to enlighten others ».  

Before leaving the sister of N. recited 
a sourate, in a moment of commun-
ion and thanksgiving to the God who unites us.  This unity of faith was exceptional. We have 
learned to take the risk of encounter and friendship, to learn how to wait for the moment of 
friendship. It was an unforgetable gift.    

Ghardaia community, Algeria   
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Ghardaia, the old town.  



 

 

 

DAY OF AWARENESS AND PRAYER FOR HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

EVENTS IN BOBO DIOULASSO 

To prepare the celebrations for the feast of St. Bakhita of 8th February, the Talitha Kum team 
of Bobo Dioulasso, to which Angela belongs, organised various sessions in order to raise 
awareness.  Angela (SMNDA) and Marceline (PSA) animated a discussion group during a 
workshop on human trafficking.    

On 5th February there was a 
raising awareness session for a 
group of 50 women of Our Lady 
of the Apostles parish. During 
the session the women discov-
ered that human trafficking ex-
ists among them.  In sharing 
their stories, they became 
aware that some of them had 
been tricked without realizing it because they thought that it was a golden occasion to make 
some money. One concrete example is the domestic workers. They uncovered the presence 
of a recruiting organisation in the region, which presents itself as a charitable group which 
helps women to gain a living.  

On 6th February a session was held for a group of young people from the same parish. They 
were touched by the presentation of a video showing concrete cases in Burkina Faso.  Some 
young people in the group were aware of the existence of human trafficking in their sur-
roundings and were clearly afraid to report it because the traffickers are people who have a 
big influence in the milieu. The group was dynamic and determined to fight this evil among 
young people.  The coordination team will continue to form this group so that they can fight 
trafficking better. The MSOLA novices also participated in the meeting.  

On 7th February an evening vigil 
was celebrated in the same par-
ish about the reality of trafficking 
in order to sensitize through the 
use of symbols and the sharing of 
facts, and to pray for the victims 
of trafficking.  We adapted to our 
situation a prayer prepared by 
Talitha Kum Rome. For example, 
the testimonies were concrete 
stories of vicitims, taken from 
our experience. This made a 
great impact on the public.   

On 8th February, feast of  St. Bakhita, a special Eucharistic celebration was prepared by 
Talitha Kum Bobo in collaboration with the national team.  

Angela Kapitingana, Bobo Dioulasso Community, Burkina Faso   
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Participants at the Eucharist for the victims of human trafficking .  

Young people and novices in the workshop on human trafficking.  



 

 

 DAY OF AWARENESS AND PRAYER FOR HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

PRAYER VIGIL IN MADRID AND ALCALA 

This year the Interchurch Group against Human trafficking prepared the prayer vigil based on 
the diary of St. Josefina Bakhita, with testimonies of victims of this explotation and biblical 
texts, to show that what happened to Bakhita still happens today to thousands of persons, es-
pecially women.  The symbols were very powerful and the hymns full of meaning.  

Each year the group chooses a different parish so as to gradually sensitize the entire diocese.  
In 2020 it was l'Olivar parish.  On 8th February the Church was packed for the vigil. The most 
moving moment was the testimony of a victim of trafficking which had been recorded.  The 
vigil radiated the Gospel, communion, hope and commitment to the forgotten of our society.    

The vigils of St.Bakhita had been prepared by an inter-Church group to which Begoña Iñarra 
belongs.  Each year these 
vigils reach out to more dio-
ceses and parishes in Spain, 
thanks especially to the 
presence in the group of a 
member of the Human Traf-
ficking Commitee of the 
Episcopal Conference.   

The first vigil of this kind 
took place on 9th February 
in Alcala where several of 
our Sisters live in two resi-
dences.  Laura Fernández 
and Feli Garcia participated. They very much appreciated the testimonies and symbols, and 
above that the vigil was animated by lay persons.  

Begoña Iñarra, Islas Cíes cty, Madrid  

ST. BAKHITA IN NOUAKCHOTT 

On Sunday 9th February, during adoration time at the parish, we used a prayer, sent by Begona 
for the feast of St.Josephine Bakhita, for all the victims of human trafficking and to ask for the 
conversion of traffickers.   

On that same day Lucille, who collaborates in the parish youth office, proposed human traffick-
ing as the theme for their meeting on 9th February. The reception/listening committee of the 
parish invited two speakers of Caritas Mauritania. All of us sisters attended the conference and 
the meal with 40 young people which followed.  After the conference, the youth asked ques-
tions and shared their experiences.  Lucille, as counsellor of the parish youth, presented the 
life of Bakhita and explained why she is the patron of victims of trafficking. It was a beautiful 
day of raising awareness and of sharing among the youth, most of whom are in a migrant 
situation.  

Nouakchott cty, Mauritania    
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The Intereclesial group against human trafficking after St. Bakhita’s Vigil.   



 

 

 CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR WOMENS’ RIGHTS  

REJOICING IN KALABANKURA  
At the beginning of March, Marichu and the teachers at the Women’s Centre of Kalabankura 

celebrated 
Women’s day by 
feasting and relax-
ing in the park of 
Bamako with a 
group of domestic 
helpers who are do-
ing their training at 
our place on Satur-
day afternoons. So 
these girls, who 
never have time for 
some relaxation, 
really enjoyed the 

day as well as the meal very much.  

Because 8th March was a Sunday we had decided to celebrate International Women’s Day on 
13th March.   

We began on 11th March by a discussion with the girls and women of the Center on the dig-
nity of woman and her role and contribution to society.  They were happy and surprised by 
what they discovered.  The following day, in the context of care for life and the environment, 
we did a big cleaning of the courtyard and surroundings. The job was well done with a lot of 
joy and enthusiasm.  

The 13th March was the big feast and for the occasion Marichu had organized a small raffle to 
add to the enjoyment of the day. It was indeed a day of joy and merriment. After the meal 
and the dancing everyone went home quite exhausted!!   

Kalabankura cty, Bamako, Mali  

IN OUAGADOUGOU: NO FEASTING THIS YEAR 
We celebrated 8th March, 
World Women’s Day, in an at-
mosphere unlike any other.  
In the city of Ouagadougou, 
one had the imperssion that 
everything was silent, with-
out life, without joy, with very 
little movement in the city.  
The women did not celebrate 

the day as usual because of the present situation of insecurity in our country.  The day before 
8th March, 45 people had been killed by a terrorist group, not far to the north of Ouagadou-
gou.  

Ouagadougou cty, Burkina Faso   
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Marichu with the domestic helpers and the teachers at the Parc .  



 

 

CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR WOMENS’ RIGHTS 
NOUAKCHOTT: THE PARISH FEASTS WOMEN 

On 8th mars, International Women’s Day, Nouakchott community participated in the event 
organized by the reception/listening committee of the parish. A good number of women from 
our various places of apostolate were present.   

After Mass, we gathered in 
a restaurant for a talk, a 
meal and a time of relaxa-
tion around the theme: 
"Social cohesion". The 
speaker mentioned that, 
as women, we have a 
natural ability to contrib-
ute to social cohesion, an 
ability which we should 
use in a way that will 
benefit everyone.  After-
wards Aichatou, a Maurita-

nian woman, shared her experience of working in the kindergarten PK with our sisters Car-
men, Marie-Cecile and Kordula.  

After the meal we enjoyed singing, games and traditional dances. It was an excellent occasion 
for Mauritanian women, black and white, Muslims and Christians, of different nationalities, to 
encounter each another.  

After lunch, Celina Natanek and 
Jeanne d'Arc Ouattara went to watch a 
women’s football match organized by 
the association «Soleil des Enfants» 
with whom Celina collaborates. Before 
the match the sisters were welcomed 
by both teams. This was a special 
honor!  

The theme chosen for 11th March by 
the Islamo-Christian group was 
« Women’s status in the Bible and in 
the Coran ". Celina had prepared a 
presentation on woman in the Bible 
and Fr.Victor on woman in the Coran. 
The young Muslims were surprised to hear our words and especially to discover their Sacred 
Book. They became aware of the ideas about certain subjects which have been instilled in 
them due to fear of the « other » who is different.  We pray for fulness of life, for freedom 
without fear!  

Nouakchott community, Mauritania  
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Women’s Day: elina and Lucile with the parish women.   

Celina and Jeanne d’Arc with the women footballers from the   
« Soleil des Enfants » team. 



 

 

  COMMITMENT TO CARE FOR THE EARTH  

PLANTING TREES IN NOUAKCHOTT 

Motivated by the experiences of gardening and the tree nursery with the children of the 
‘Neighborhood House’, we decided to plant trees with the people.  

The Islamo-Christian group (GIC) wanted to sponsor an activity with the Mauritanians. Yahya, a 
young Mauritanian man who belongs to the group, was given the task of finding a place for the 
plantation as well as some young people willing to join the project.   He chose to carry out the 
project in Arafat, a working-class neighborhood where he lives. Some friends and colleagues 
from the Association Children of the Sun, founded by Ya-
hya, joined the group.  

After two planning meetings with various people and 
two other awareness meetings with the youth of Arafat, 
one animated by Celina and the other by Yacoub Tandia 
of Caritas, our dream of planting some trees grew in 
scope. The youth raised awareness in the neighborhood 
and made a list of 157 people who wanted trees. Seeing 
the scope of the project, the GIC decided to add more 
collaborators. This is how we met Bios Diallo, journalist 
and writer, and Bamba, an environmental activist.  We 
discovered the organisation called The Great Green Wall and we requested that they finance 
our project.  The secretary general himself suggested a poultry project which would help fi-

nance the activities of Children of the Sun.    

While waiting for their response to our request, 
we continued to raise awareness among the chil-
dren in workshops on gardening  and tree nurser-
ies, and even with the families who want trees.  

Yahya is firmly decided to plant trees each year, 
even if it means only one !!  

Every encounter has given us more wisdom plus 
new elements which can help us to succeed.  And 
we have understood the importance of having an 
objective, of collaborating with the local govern-

ment without fear or prejudice, which is not always obvious.  When doing good one must not 
be afraid, and even if the local government does not respond, we must not get discouraged 
but rather continue to keep them informed.   Perhaps one day they will understand the good 
of it all and will come to seek collaborators among the youth.  Because it is a responsible popu-
lation which will change the system and not the government which is labeled as « corrupt ».  
We have seen the need to incude children in each project because they are the future and the 
ones  who will take over.  One must prepare well and go to the end, following the objective 
while not counting on the results too much because they might not be visible until much later. 
One might say that these  persons are living out what the Gospels say in the parables : ‘one 
prepares the soil, another sows, and still another reaps’.  

Celina Natanek, Nouakchott community, Mauritania   
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  COMMITMENT TO CARE FOR THE EARTH  

PREPARING TREE NURSERIES  
On a Saturday afternoon, in the context of our tree-planting project, we welcomed 34 children 
from the association Children of the Sun, which was founded by Yahya.  

The children came from Arafat, a working-class neighborhood on the periphery of Nouakchott. 
Three adults accompanied them.  We offered them a welcoming drink of home-made juice and 
Celina showed them a power point on the environment in Mauritania.  After this, the children 
were divided in three groups, guided by Celina, Victorine and Lucy on  a visit of our garden 
with its variety of plants.  

For us it was a great joy to see the children marvel at the discoveries they made and above all 
to hear them rejoice each time they found the name of a tree or plant. Many of them had 
never seen lemon or mango trees or even a tomato plant…  

After the garden tour they learned how to mix soil with fertilizer to prepare the mound of a 
fruit tree.  Then each one filled their already prepared empty carton of milk with some of this 
mixture, in which they planted seeds of moringa. They went home with their moringa ready to 
care for it.  At the end of the day all the children were happy with their experience. Some of 
them shared their joy at having learned new things, thanks to the power point and the guided 
visit of the garden. Yes, the message got through and this has made us happy also!  

Celina Natanek, Nouakchott cty, Mauritania   

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT   
The pre-postulants of Gumo community participated in a seminar, together with the young 
members of several congregations from the 5 dioceses of northern Ghana.   

We participated in three workshops: self-knowledge and knowledge of others, leadership,   
and environment. During the last worskshop we became more aware of the environment and 
we learned how to care for it, avoiding the use of plastics and and learning how to dispose of 
them properly. We also discussed how to reduce the use of petrol and gas, and to stop cutting 
down trees. We were also advised to plant new trees.  

Yirabo Koné Alice, Nana Gouwend-Panga Nadine, Naah Martina, pre-
postulants, Gumo cty, Ghana  
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COMMITMENT TO CARE FOR THE EARTH  

SMALL STEPS FOR ECOLOGY BY MSOLA IN CANADA AND THE U.S.  
The sisters of Canada and the U.S. all worked on the encyclical « Laudato si ». In response to 
the Pope’s call, they made various commitments for the care of creation which they share 
with us.   

In Beauport, last September, four sisters particiopated in a climate march. The present state 
of the earth requires a community response.  Some avoid eating fish and meat one day a 

week.  

The MSOLA participated in 
an ecological project of the 
Sisters of Charity:  elimina-
tion of single use plastic.   

In Ottawa, we benefit from 
the Green Committee of the 
Sisters of Charity of Ottawa, 
to support our own efforts, 
even the small ones, and to 
follow the new directives 
of the house concerning 

ecology based on their plan of action which Ghislaine presented to us : elimination of plastic 
bottles, using ecological OGIC bathroom tissue, buying big cartons of cream rather than small 
packets.  Ink cartridges are returned to the suppliers for recycling.  

Ghislaine participated in a two-day seminar on « the Green Church » at the Sanctuary of 
Notre-Dame du Cap. Two hundred people followed the conferences, workshops and prayers 
to celebrate « the gift of water ».  Christians of all confessions shared about the best ecologi-
cal practices and rediscovered a Christian spirituality close to God’s creation.  

Ghislaine prepared a mini-theater and a film on Amazonia for the children who attend cate-
chism classes.  

AdelaÏde community has decided to change to Qwant, a search engine which is more envi-
ronmentally friendly than Google which consumes a lot of energy. At Centre Afrika the use of 
paper has been reduced by reusing the blank pages on the back.  

The communities of Cartierville. Thérèse Gravel collects small paper and plastic medicine 
containers and gives them 
to the children of one 
school. Lucille Cadieux 
points out that in the 
Catholic Church there exist 
organizations that unite 
Catholics for the preserva-
tion of the environment. In 
Canada: Development and 
Peace; the Green Church, and the project ‘’Voyage’’ which works to link the north and south 
hemispheres in view of promoting durability.    
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COMMITMENTS WITH MIGRANTS 

VISIT TO A MIGRANT FAMILY 

At the beginning of March Ghardaia community visited a family of migrants on the occasion of 
the birth of their first child.  We were touched by their gestures of welcome and their  generos-
ity  in spite of their very modest living conditions.   Truly blessed are the poor  because they 
share what they have.   

Ghardaia cty , Algeria   

COMMITMENT WITH MIGRANTS IN TUNISIA  

Amalia Aragón is beginning to discover the migrant milieu, especially through the presons who 
come to our parish and also thanks to visits to the families, together with a Salesian Sister.  

When Speciosa went to Sfax for three days, because of her work with Caritas, she was able to 
visit the prisoners, most of whom are migrants.  

Speciosa and Amalia participated in a day-long meeting of Tunisians and sub-Saharans. During 
this encounter Fr. David, MAfr presented his book on the words of Pope Francis concerning mi-
grants and about his own experience when he was in Sfax.  Several of us went in order to meet 
the migrants.  It was also an occasion to meet with Missionaries of Africa and other persons 
interested and/or involved in the reality of migration.  There were some very interesting dis-
cussions.  

La Marsa cty, Tunisia     

IN THE DIOCESE OF BOBO-DIOULASSO 

On 19th January 2020, this year’s diocesan day for migrants and displaced persons was cele-
brated in the parish of St. Antoine de Yegueresso in Bobo Dioulasso where there are about 
1500 persons displaced because of terrorist attacks in the country. The Talitha Kum group of 
Bobo raised awareness concerning the human trafficking which is taking place in our region, 
explaining clearly how displaced persons are vulnerable and targeted.   

Some displaced persons asked the members of Talitha Kum to hear their stories. We did ar-
range for this and 12 of them exposed their problems, underlining the fact that the displaced 
children and youth cannot go to school. We remain in contact with them in order to accom-
pany them in the process of meeting civil and political leaders to ask that the children be abe 
to return to school.  

Angela Kapitingana, Bobo-Dioulasso cty, Burkina Faso   
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COMMITMENTS WITH MIGRANTS 

MIGRANTS RETURN TO THEIR COUNTRIES  

Every foreigner living in Algeria who does not have a valid visa risks going to prison and has to 
pay a fine.  In no way can the person leave Algerian territory without having paid the fine and 
served the jail sentence.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Often when the country’s security police round up undocumented migrants, mostly sub-
saharan, they « throw » them into the desert in the direction of Niger.   

This is the why, for years now, freeing sub-saharans from Algerian prisons is accompanied by 
expulsions into the Algerian desert after a time of detention in the central police station.  

The MSOLA of Oran community accompany these migrants and help them return home if this 
is what they desire. Muhammed Alpha Diallo is a Guinean who landed in Algeria where he 
had many difficulties. Our sister Hortensia Sizalande worked hard to obtain his return to 
Guinee Conakry which he was eventually able to do, even in a wheel chair, acompanied by an 
agent of the « migrant pole of Algiers ». He finally arrived in his country on 20th December 
2019 where he was welcomed by OIM agents who got him back to Boké, his village.  He sent 
us some photos of his family. His homecoming will not be easy, because the ‘prodigal son’ will 
have to make reparation and reconciliation.  He still has a long journey ahead of him.  

He was able to leave thanks to Mme. Yasmin, (an algerian-german) who had done everything 
she could to get him into Germany where she lives.   

The three Sri Lankans and one Malaysian woman that Sr.Rose, FCIM (Malian) and myself visit 
regularly and about whom we worried not knowing how they would travel, have also left. It 
took a long time to dialogue with the families, negotiate plane tickets and get their dossiers in 
order… But they finally managed to leave Algeria.  It’s difficult, and it never stops!  

Oran community, Algeria   
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  COMMITMENTS WITH MIGRANTS 

OPENING A HOME FOR MIGRANTS 

I am engaged in the project Caritas Algiers to work with migrants. 

On Ash Wednesday I experienced the move of some migrants who are in convalescence and 
are being cared for by Caritas. They have 
been living in the residence of the Sisters 
Agustinas Missioneras on the hill of Our Lady 
of Africa in the center of El Harrach… a house 
foreseen for this apostolate but in need of 
renovation.  But migrants are used to mov-
ing…  

Among these migrants, is Muhammed Alpha 
Diallo, in a wheelchair following an accident 
at work.  His lower limbs are paralyzed and he 
walks with crutches.  There is another man 
who is almost blind as the result of a disease 
and who is waiting for his voluntary return to his own country. There are women with chil-
dren, in an illegal situation and who are waiting for the UNHCR to grant them refugee status. 
There are also some women with post-traumatic symptoms following experiences along their 
migration route.  They are all going towards the unknown, hoping for a better world…but real-
ity is quite different (human trafficking, exploitation, psychological and physical torture by the 
traffickers, very complex situations). In their home country they were given beautiful prom-
ises which are turning into nightmares along the way and after they reach their destination!  

Their experience with Caritas restores their confidence in humanity.  Thanks to Caritas, one of 
the women migrants who filed a complaint for aggression has been helped by a lawyer friend 
and has won her case.   

Hortencia Sizalande, Hydra community, Algiers    

PRAYER WITH ZIMBABWEAN WOMEN 

The sisters of La Marsa partici-
pated in a prayer with Zimbab-
wean women of the Reformed 
Church in Tunis.  

Many of these women are in Tu-
nis to work as domestic helpers. 

 

La Marsa community,  
Tunisia  
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STRATEGIC PLAN FOR JPIC-DI  
Vicky Chiharhula and Brigitte Zawadi belong to the JPIC-DI (Dialogue Interreligieux) commit-
tee of Bamako Diocese.  Fr.Nicolas MAfr is in charge of this commission on diocesan level.  

Vicky and Brigitte have just begun their mandate as members of JPIC-DI animation committee 
of the National Conference of Religious Women and Men of Mali. To elaborate a strategic JPIC
-DI plan for the coming three years, they went to Sikasso (375 km from Bamako) for the meet-
ing which took place at the Missionaries of Africa house.   

In spite of the fact that 
there were only three 
out of the five anima-
tors who were sup-
posed to meet, we 
worked well and we did 
elaborate a JPIC-DI plan 
of action for the com-
mittee of women and 
men religious. It was 
also good to get to 
know other JPIC anima-
tors and to meet our 

brothers.  

After my home leave in June 2020, I foresee working with the chaplaincy of the english-
speaking community of Bamako who cares for english-speaking migrants and victims of hu-
man trafficking. Most of the young girls are from Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Ghana.  In various 
ountries of the region there are also many candidates for illegal migration.  

Vicky Chiharhula, Kalabankura community, Bamako, Mali  

ENCOUNTERING FRIENDS  

On 12th January, the Berber New Year Yennayer, we brought together our old and new Alge-
rian friends.  Our two young professed sisters, 
Aurelie and Angèle, were also with us. About 
15 people were able to come.  What joy to 
meet again and also to make new acquaintan-
ces. It is importance for us to keep up the long
-time relationships created by our elder sisters 
and also to create new bonds. To bring to-
gether persons of different religions, social classes and origins that seemingly nothing would 
predispose to meet, is for us a way to build bridges.  

Hortencia and Valérie, Hydra cty, Algiers  

The JPIC-ED committee of Sikasso diocese with Father Nicolas.  

Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa  
Viale Trenta Aprile 15 - 00153 ROME (Italie) 

ww.msolafrica.org 
msolajpiced.wordpress.com    

http://www.msolafrica.org/
msolajpiced.wordpress.com

