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 In October 2019 the Union of Major superiors of Burkina/Niger (USMB/N) invited the Talitha 
Kum Burkina team to share with them on human trafficking and on the Talitha Kum network. I 
prepared the presentation that was given by Sr. Yvonne Clémence Bambara of Our Lady of 
Charity of the Good Shepherd, with whom I collaborate as member of the Talitha Kum Bobo 
committee. Our sharing was an eye opener for many major superiors who expressed their de-
sire to support the efforts of the existing committee in order to create greater awareness on 

human trafficking in our country 
and region. The major superiors 
of Burkina/Niger decided that 
Talitha Kum Bobo would be part 
of the Justice and Peace com-
mission of the USMB/N, along 
with the question of migrants. 
This is really in line with our ori-
entations. That’s why we are 
partners in these networks. For 
me, making modern slavery in 
Burkina known and joining ef-
forts with others to fight against 
it, was the best way of celebrat-
ing the 150 anniversary.  

We took the occasion of the 
presentation to the Major Superiors to create awareness about the workshop we were prepar-
ing for November in order to make known Talitha Kum and our efforts to fight human traffick-
ing (HT) in our region and worldwide.  

In November we held a three day workshop in Bobo Dioulasso on human trafficking, animated 
by Sr. Gabriella Bottani, the International coordinator of Talitha Kum Rome-UISG, helped by the 
Talitha Kum Bobo team. The participants came from 26 different Congregations of the region: 
Burkina, Niger, Togo, Benin, Mali and Ivory Coast. There were also three lay people from Niger 
and Burkina-Faso. For many, the discovery of the presence of human trafficking around us, and 
what they themselves lived during the workshop, were very rich experiences. 

The objectives of the workshop were to create awareness about HT globally and locally, to 
strengthen the network in Bobo and to find persons interested in fighting HT. We were struck 
by the lack of knowledge about human trafficking, even when it exists around us, and the fear 
to denounce it. But happily the desire of getting informed about this reality was there too. 
Having discovered the reality and the evil of HT and becoming aware of the victims’ suffering, 

TALITHA KUM GROWS IN BURKINA 

Srs. Angela and Ivonne preparing the seminar.  



 

 

participants expressed the desire to work towards preventing this evil, even with our small 
means. The question arose: We do know that human trafficking exists, but why we do not 
see it? In the sharing that followed, the group became aware that discovering the presence 
of HT around us will push us to change, but we don’t want this because it is very demanding. 
Nevertheless we decided to look at this reality and let it speak to us in our daily life. During 
these three days we realized that positive thinking is essential in fighting HT, as this changes 
our attitude and leads us to live in hope when dealing with it.  

As the Bobo Talitha 
Kum team, we had an 
informative and action
-oriented meeting 
with the president of 
the USMB/N and the 
international coordi-
nator of Talitha Kum. 
At this meeting the 
USMB/N officially de-
clared Talitha Kum as 
part of their Union. 
Our current challenge 

is to find the way of networking inside the Burkina team of Talitha Kum, given our concrete 
reality, uniting our efforts in the fight against HT. 

“Never forget that God is a dreamer” and the best we can do is to share in His dream of dig-
nifying every human being created in His own image. This phrase enriched the response to 
the workshop and made us daring enough to form a national network that will collaborate 
with the neighbouring countries. To fight this evil we need to be interconnected and ONE. 
Today networking is a must. We realize that to network we have to change our mentality and 
that networking will strengthen us and enrich our different charisms, whose diversity is a 
riches we can share as religious participating in God’s dream for Humanity in the fight 
against human trafficking. 

We ended our workshop with a simple and beautiful Eucharist where the national coordinat-
ing team of Talitha Kum Burkina was blessed. The team is 
formed by five Congregations: Missionary Sisters of Our 
Lady of Africa, Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of the Good 
Shepherd, Little Sisters of the Assumption, Missionaries 
of Africa and Brothers of the Christian Schools. Our pro-
gram aims at increasing awareness among the youth 
through creative means. Others are willing to join the 
Burkina-Faso/Niger HT network.  

We realize that we are all living with victims or people 
vulnerable to trafficking and the question was: How best 
can each one play her/his role to save our brothers and sisters through words and deeds? 

Angela Kapitingana, Bobo-Dioulasso Community (Burkina Faso)  
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The Talitha Kum Burkina  team with Sr. Gabriella , international coordinator . 



KLETTENBERG COMMUNITY 
We are aware that even in old age we can contribute much to justice and peace in the world, 
even if in a different way than before, when we still had apostolic activities.  

Now we have more time to pray for peace and justice. We also believe that if we live, speak 
and act justly in our small environment and create peace, this has an impact on the world. 
Peace and justice begin in our own hearts. Only when we are at peace with ourselves can we 
cultivate attitudes such as benevolence, respect and mindfulness, and avoid unnecessary 
criticism.  

We are grateful that we are so 
well taken care of, and that oth-
ers serve us and are kind to us. 
We are eager to get informed 
about the reality and problems 
of our world. As our world is 
destroyed mainly by human ac-
tions, we have asked ourselves 
the question whether we, too, 
destroy this world. Many of us 
could not answer this question, 
because none of us destroys 
creation intentionally. But we 
belong to the generation that 

today is blamed by the youth for exploiting the earth, producing and consuming more and 
more, wasting energy, polluting the groundwater, burying nuclear waste, increasing plastic 
waste and sending too much CO2 into the air, which leads to global warming. Should we not 
become aware that we also destroy the earth without wanting to?  

We live and eat in an institution where much is predetermined and where we have no influ-
ence on many things. Nevertheless there are small concrete steps in our everyday life which 
we want to take in the coming year: do not let lights burn unnecessarily; use water sparingly; 
collect the cold water that runs off before the warm water arrives and use it for flushing the 
toilet; use paper carefully, e.g. recto/verso printing; make envelopes from old calendars; 
wear used clothing. If you buy something new, don't buy cheap clothes but durable things. 
Avoid plastic waste, e.g. buy fruit unpacked, hard soap instead of liquid soap. Mrs. Klimecki 
pointed out to us that 70% of the energy is consumed by heating. That's why we need short 
ventilation instead of a permanent 
one. Turning down the heating, even 
for a few minutes! Turning down the 
heating (level 1-2) at night or if we 
leave the room for a longer time. 
Stage 3 is sufficient when we are in 
the room. Dressing warmly is better 
than setting the heating too high. De-
lete old e-mails...  
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The Kletenberg MSOLA community.  

The residence where the MSOLA Kletenberg community lives.  



 

 

 THE MARCH FOR CLIMATE CHANGE AT THE COP25 IN MADRID 

The International March for Climate on December 6 with the presence of Greta Thunberg 
gathered more than 500,000 people to ask the governments gathered at the COP25 in Madrid 
to take strong measures to fight against global warming. 

In the walk there were many 
young people, families with 
children and strollers, and 
people of all ages. At the 
end of the march Greta 
Thunberg spoke: "Hello Ma-
drid…! We are here because 
world leaders are in Madrid 
to negotiate our future. The 
whole world is with you. You 
are the hope! We must make 
the voices of peoples, and of 
the suffering environment, 
heard. The change we need 

will not come from the powerful, it will come from the masses, hence our responsibility. World 
leaders betray us, but we have had enough! Change is here, whether we like it or not, because 
we know there is no other option. Thank you! " 

Javier Bardem (Spanish actor and environmental activist) read the manifesto: 

"The Spanish government should drive the big polluting companies from COP25. We join the 
appeal launched by the world civil society: demand serious measures on the part of COP25. [...] 
The current commit-
ments will lead us to an 
increase of three de-
grees Celsius. Three 
words can help us: ur-
gency, ambition and 
reduction. We are ask-
ing for a 65% reduction 
in emissions in the EU.”  

About a million species 
of animals and plants 
are on the verge of ex-
tinction due to human 
activities. But emissions 
continue to increase 
globally. The Paris agreement, which is to be applied in 2020, is blocked. [...] It is unacceptable 
that parliaments, governments and public institutions submit to the pressures of big business, 
banks and financial markets, instead of guaranteeing the common good of the citizens and of 
the planet that supports us.  
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Maruja Peral with a group of religious during the March. 



 

 

 

Coping with the climate emergency is incompatible with the fact that fossil fuels continue to 
receive hundreds of billions of euros in public aid each year. We demand that the govern-
ments participating in COP25 recognize that the current inaction for the climate, as well as 
the inadequate ambition reflected in the level of commitment of even the more ambitious 
countries, will lead us to a disastrous global warming for life, which would exceed 3.5 ° C. [...] 

Our call must be translated into more demanding objectives and measures than the current 
ones in all economic, energy, transport, agricultural, ecosystem conservation and interna-
tional cooperation poli-
cies. 

The climate emergency 
is there, it is real. Many 
voices from all sectors 
and countries are ready 
to face it. That of 
women, so often si-
lenced and invisible, 
plays a fundamental role 
in the struggles of the 
Global South and North, 
not only as victims of the 
system but also as active agents of change. That of young people mobilized by the climate, 
who see their future and their present in danger. That of indigenous communities and popu-
lations, who risk their lives daily in defending common natural assets and who are suffering 
the worst consequences of climate change. And that of all life on the planet. 

The lack of will on the part of nations to face this socio-ecological emergency leads to greater 
degradation of the environment, an alarming loss of biodiversity, as well as great inequali-
ties, the inability to reduce hunger in the world, to improve access to water and much more. 

Failure to respond quickly and forcefully to the climatic, ecological and social emergency will 
lead to death, displacement and increased extreme poverty for millions of people, in addition 
to the extinction of many species and even entire ecosystems. The reality is that emissions 
continue to increase globally while the lack of ambition of states condemns the planet to 
warming well above 1.5 ° C. 

The current model of capitalist and predatory development based on infinite economic 
growth is incompatible with planetary limits. A transition to sustainable eco-social models is 
necessary, with lower consumption of materials and energy which does not exceed the bio-
physical limits of the planet. We must gamble on a new energy model by rejecting false solu-
tions such as nuclear energy, geo-engineering or biofuels such as palm oil. 

It is time to stop the climate emergency and let the voices of all peoples and of each person 
be heard: that of young people affected by the climate, indigenous populations suffering 
from the causes and consequences of climate change, women who have a fundamental role 
in the climate fight, and the voice of all life on the planet. 

Begoña Iñarra, Islas Cíes Cty (Madrid - Spain)  
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OUR CONTRIBUTION TO TREE PLANTING  
After seeing the short film of the environmental activists Greta Thunberg and George Mon-
biot on the need to protect, restore and use nature to tackle the climate crisis https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? t i m e _ c o n t i n u e 
=23&v=Q0xUXo2zEY&feature=emb_logo) and having read a very impressive article in the 
'Tablet' about how some countries e.g. Ethiopia, India  and the Sahel belt in Africa, have a 
great drive to plant trees, I brought the subject of the care of creation to our community 
meeting.  

Apparently the UK is lag-
ging behind, but the Wood-
land Trust is working hard 
to move things forward. So 
in our community meeting 
we decided to become 
members of the Woodland 
Trust, since they are the most active in the UK for the protection and planting of trees. For 
Christmas we usually buy a gift of 10 £, so we'll put that together and donate it for a joint 
membership of the Trust for one year. Later we can maybe consider getting life membership... 
We are going one step at a time, but the interest is certainly there, of course!  

Catherine Booth, Montpellier Cty (London - UK)  

MSOLA PARTICIPATE IN PARALLEL EVENTS AT THE COP25 

During COP25 in Madrid (December 2-15, 2019) the Catholic Climate Movement organized, 
on December 5-6 at CEU San Pablo in Madrid, some round table discussions and conferences 
on the effects of climate change and its consequences for the planet, especially for the most 
disadvantaged continents.  Amparo Cuesta attended these meetings. 

On December 6 before the Climate March, Christians celebrated a prayer in the church of the 
Hieronimites which was filled with people. After the prayer, the participants with their ban-

ners joined the international 
March in which also partici-
pated religious and Catholic 
NGO’s :  Manos Unidas, RE-
DES, VIVAT, Alliance for Pov-
erty, Justice et Paix, etc. 

Conchita González, Piedad 
Molina, Julia Inmaculada Ro-

drigo, María Ángeles Yaniz, Maravi Elia, María Peral del Pozo and Amparo Cuesta participated 
in the prayer and those who were able also took part in the March.   

The end of COP 2019, without having reached any important agreements between countries 
plus the absence of the most polluting countries such as the United States,  China and Brazil, 
has been disappointing for all those who want important decisions to be made. A deal is sup-
posed to be reached in Glasgow this year. 

Amparo Cuesta, Islas Cies Cty (Madrid–Spain)  
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  COMMITMENT TO THE CLIMATE  
PARIS BON SECOURS COMMUNITY 

Concerning the subject CREATION, God’s gift, our group 
of five sisters met on Saturday, September 29th to pray 
over the document sent by Begoña for World Creation 
Day.   

In our situation in the EPHAD Residence of Ste 
Monique, we cannot do much except pray and sign pe-
titions so that our planet is not destroyed !   

Personally I am fond of gardening, but I can only grow 
potted plants, around 50 of them, in the corridor on my 
floor.  I sometimes have scruples about the water 
drawn for watering them, and I try to reason with my-
self, thinking about private pools and the waste caused 
by taps left open and showers that flow freely. These 
plants give joy to the residents who call this place « the 
Plant Garden ».   It is their joy since  most of them  are 
in wheelchairs and spend the day in their rooms.  A hi-
biscus, which used to belong to Anne-Marie Afchain, 
gives beautiful flowers from May to October without 
being repotted for 8 years !  It is a symphony of bego-
nias, African violets, orchids, etc… How beautiful are 
God’s works, may He be praised.  

Rosemarie Bordes, Bon Secours Cty  
(Paris-France)  

FAITHFUL TO THE ANTI-SLAVERY STRUGGLE OF LAVIGERIE 
Our sister Vicky Chiharhula was invited to give a conference about Cardinal Lavigerie and his 

anti-slavery campaign. This took 
place on the eve of 8th December 
in Bamako (Mali) on the occasion of 
the celebration of the feast of our 
two Institutes : the Missionaries of 
Africa and the Missionary Sisters of 
Our Lady of Africa.   

She presented what the Cardinal 
and the Sisters and Fathers had done to fight against the slavery of their time. But she also 
made the link between that struggle of Lavigerie and our own present commitment to justice, 
peace and the safeguard of crea-
tion. During the questions and dia-
logue which followed her presenta-
tion, it became clear that in our 
days care for creation is a way to 
live in harmony and therefore to 
contribute to peace.  
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PARTICIPATION IN EVENTS FOR THE  PROTECTION  
OF MOTHER EARTH  

The months of October and November were intense with activities.  In October we partici-
pated in the march for the protection of our mother Earth. I was also responsible for prepar-
ing our JPIC meeting in Montreal.  After the meeting, I left for the Forum on Water, organized 
by the activists of the GREEN CHURCH, at Cap de la Madeleine in Quebec.  

In early November it was the sym-
posium on the Amazon at St.Paul 
University in Ottawa. With our De-
velopment and Peace group, we 
are in the middle of a campaign at 
Sacred Heart parish on the theme 
of our « Common Home », with 
the Amazon at the heart of our ac-
tivities and prayers following the 
Synod for the Amazon.  

Ghislaine Dubais, Ottawa Community (Canada)  

POSTULANTS GROW IN AWARENESS ABOUT CARE FOR CREATION 
Five aspirants took part in the Ouagadougou vocational camp from August 31 to September 6, 
2019. The day of September 1st was dedicated to raising awareness among the postulants 
about caring for nature and the Season of Creation. They « remembered »  their experiences 
with creation and prayed with nature.  Caritas and myself (Hélène), were very touched by the 
awareness which the aspirants ex-
pressed during their sharing. Each of 
them stressed that she neglects na-
ture.  Some have realized that not only 
do they not take care of the Earth but 
they even contribute to its destruction 
by throwing plastics everywhere, while 
the Earth continues to provide good 
things for us.  

They pointed out that in families and 
in the neighborhoods, people throw 
down the street  the dirty water and 
waste left after washing meat, fish and vegetables, thus contributing to air pollution. Some 
became aware of how they waste water, electricity and other natural goods… In the end, they 
decided to change their way of doing things and take care of creation.  They are committed to 
share what they have learned with their families, friends and colleagues in order to bring 
about change where they live.  Another commitment is to separate the waste and to sensitize 
those who drink bottled water so that they will not throw plastics everywhere.  And finally, to 
eat local products which are more natural and consume less oil.  

Hélène Kavula, Ouagadougou Cty (Burkina Faso)  
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WHAT TO DO IN THE CURRENT  CLIMATE EMERGENCY SITUATION? 
During the ECA Assembly in Uganda last December, I animated a session on Climate change: 
What to do in the current emergency situation?  

As people we have two essential material dependencies: on the natural environment to main-
tain life and on human beings who take care of us when we need it. As our life depends on 
both of them, we are interdependent. The fantasy of individuality has had a terrible effect on 
nature: the over-exploitation of the Earth destroys the environment.  

Burning fossil fuels (coal, petrol, gas…) produces greenhouse gases (GHG) that absorb the in-
frared radiation emitted by the earth, thus contributing to the greenhouse effect, warming the 

biosphere and causing climate change.  

Climate Change hits the poor much more than the 
rich.  Africa and its people depend on farming or 
searching for work in growing cities which will be the 
most affected.   

Changing fossil fuels for the so-called "renewable" en-
ergy is not THE solution. Though this energy is better, 

it is not as "green" as it is said to be, because the production of solar panels, wind turbines and 
lithium batteries is very energy-consuming and depends on fossil fuels. It’s the whole of indus-
trial society that destroys the biosphere, not just  fossil fuels. Electric energy - from solar or 
from coal or petrol - serves to operate the world of machines, the technosphere, which de-
vours the biosphere at a growing infernal rate.  

It is the principle of industrialization, inherent in the neoliberal system, which must be ques-
tioned. This current system, guided by the logic of profit and the accumulation of money, has 
dramatic consequences for the poor and destroys life on the planet. It reduces everything, in-
cluding nature, exclusively to monetary value. But natural processes: photosynthesis, water cy-
cle, etc. are riches without price! Pope Francis says: the current economic system is structur-
ally perverse and is responsible for social injustices, for poverty, for the destruction of our 
common home. We cannot expect those who profit from it - leaders of states, enterprises and 
finances - to question the status quo. So it is up to us, the citizens, to force the necessary 
change towards life on planet Earth.  

Climate change needs to be addressed NOW. The only solution is to reduce emissions! To 
change the climate we have to change the neoliberal system where money is the centre. We 
have to put LIFE and the person at the centre. This means to change the system of production, 
consumption, and the economy while changing our own and society’s lifestyle. Degrowth, 
downscaling production and consumption for better life for all is the solution. Live more sim-
ply so that others may simply live.  

Climate change is an opportunity to deepen our way of thinking, living and acting, to better 
care for the Earth and all it contains. We need an ecological conversion to take care of crea-
tion: change individuality for the common good! Colla-boration to work towards the common 
good is the only future! We need to become agents of change! Concerned for the future of 
humanity.   

« I have come so that all may have life and life to the full » (John 10,10). Christ sends us to 
achieve this desire: that the Earth with all it contains, may have life in abundance.  

In our dialogue Carmen Sammut helped us see that as MSOLA we are called to live like the 
people in the way we  talk, dress, eat… wherever we are.  

Begoña Iñarra, Islas Cíes Cty (Madrid-Spain)  
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THE  « ONE FOR ALL » HOUSE 
On November 30, 2019 I participated in a workshop on « ideas to internationalize the city. »  

Internationality is striking in the city of Karlsruhe. The town hall has set up structures which 
encourage people coming from all horizons to live together.   All the participants in this work-
shop are involved with persons coming from the five continents.   

We began with a brain-
storming on how we per-
ceive the international and 
intercultural society of the 
city. Each group reflected 
about one of these topics : 
formation, neighborhood, 
participation, commitment 
and leisure. We converged 
in three important areas : 
politics - the attitudes of 
justice and tolerance, and 
the appllication of human 
rights which stem from it ; 

economy, -  with the importance of training the personnel who are in the structures ; and re-
ligion.   In the city there is already a garden of religions animated by persons of various relig-
ions.  I joined the religion group. Each one was asked to propose 8 concrete measures to im-
prove living together in the city. Of these 8, the group had to choose one which then had to 
be visualized in a creative way.  

I was struck by the fact that most of the group visualized a house open to all, called « one for 
all». This house would offer to persons of different religions, cultures and nationalities a space 
for meetings, cultural activi-
ties, a room for silence and 
prayer, a kitchen, a room for 
reading and childrens’ games, 
the possibility of babysitting 
small children. There would 
also be information offices to 
help facilitate life for new ar-
rivals in a new environment.  
With these ideas from people 
at the grassroots the city hall 
can set up this structure so as to improve a culture of welcome and encourage Germans and 
non-Germans to create spaces which make people want to meet.  

This profile dreamt of by about 50 people in contact with migrants is exactly what we want to 
live here as a Lavigerie community in our new house called : « Lavigerie house, an interfaith 
and intercultural meeting center of the Catholic Church in Karlsruhe ».   

Kordula WEBER, Karlsruhe Cty, (Germany)  
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The community of the MSOLA and the Missionnaries of  
Africa from the Lavigerie House, the « One for all » house.  



 

 

A VISIT TO THE OIL VILLAGES 
I participated in a course organized by the University of Peace in Africa (UPA) in Liambou 
(Pointe-Noire) July 7-27, 2019. This was its 14th training session for peacebuilders wishing to 
acquire more tools and experience in their daily work. During this training time, two days of 
immersion were organized. The first day, we visited two sites affected by the exploitation of 
oil: Tchicanou and Djeno. The second day we visited the King of Loango. 
Here are the observations gathered from the interviews we had with these communities: 
 The village chiefs are also the representatives of the State and of the local community.  
 The communities lack basic social structures: electricity, a school, a health center and a 

source of water ... and feel that they have been abandoned by the State. 
 Local communities feel exploited by the companies ENI CONGO and TOTAL.  
 Communities claim to be affected by diseases which were unknown before the coming  of 

these companies. They also see their agricultural products dry up and perish because of 
pollution due to the activities of the  two companies.  

In light of the observations made by 
the communities, we made the fol-
lowing suggestions to the Justice 
and Peace Commission of Pointe-
Noire, in view of helping it improve 
the quality of its support for these 
communities :  
 Work with communities to de-
velop their resilience. To do this, 

form teams that will help the communities to take themselves in charge.  
 Collect and document the harmful effects suffered by the communities because of the ex-

ploitation of oil and inform national and international opinion, particularly in France and It-
aly. 

 Help communities to form an association to foster dialogue with other stakeholders (the 
Congolese State and companies. 

•  Initiate a framework for dialogue that can bring together the three stakeholders (the Con-
golese state and the two companies). 

•  Work in synergy with other civil society organizations (CSO) to diversify the areas of sup-
port (agriculture, livestock, etc.). 

•  Involve religious leaders, men and women of good will in advocacy. 

Deforestation and exploitation is controlled by the state. From all these gifts which God has 
offered to the Congolese only the powerful in the world profit,  while the people of the coun-
try have nothing. 

This has  made me realize that when we waste water, food, electricity, or when we no longer 
want to walk but want motorbikes or cars, we must think of some countries and communities 
who possess wealth, but who suffer. 

The Justice and Peace teams from Pointe-Noire are very active and have gotten the Italian 
company ENI Congo to create "the school of the fields" to teach the villagers how to cultivate, 
and to make small gardens for their survival. 

Faustina Baawobr,  Kinshasa Yolo Community  (D. R. Congo)    
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A MARCH TO CREATE AWARENESS ABOUT CHILD TRAFFICKING 
Les filles du collège de Salaga ont or-
ganisé une marche pacifique, avec 
des pancartes, pour sensibiliser les 
parents et la société aux dangers de 
la traite des enfants. Cette marche a 
fait suite au programme de sensibili-
sation de Sabine et du personnel sur 
la traite des êtres humains qui a eu 
lieu dans plusieurs écoles. Nous som-
mes ravies de voir que la sensibilisa-
tion fait son chemin vers les jeunes. 

Sabine Dakuo, Gumo Cty 
(Ghana)     

      A CHRISTMAS OF WELCOME 

During our Christmas meal the doorbell rang.  The one who opened the door found four 
mothers, victims of terrorist attacks in the village of Koungoussi. Sr.Mariette invited us to pre-
pare some food to share with these women while she got some cool water to offer them.  

It was pitiful !  These women were very tired after 
having travelled 100 km on foot.  Some couldn’t 
even put on their shoes properly because they had 
foot injuries.  Sylviane Rouamba, who understands 
the moore language, translated for us. They told 
us how they had been grouped together in the 
courtyard of the Moogho Naaba. They only came 
to our house to ask for some food and some 
clothes.  

A bit later another group of four women arrived. It 
was around 1 p.m. and one of them had not yet 
had anything to eat.  They had walked in the sun, 
yet not one of these women accepted to eat any-
thing. They divided the food among themselves in 
order to bring it to their children who had re-
mained in a protected place.  

They were really happy to have been so well re-
ceived by our community. Their words of blessing 
and their gestures expressed their gratitude.  For 
our part, we were happy to have shared the joy of 
Christmas with them, to have given them a little 

joy in their painful situation.  We pray that peace will return to our country of Burkina Faso, 
and we pray especially for all the anguished and bereaved families.  

Gémelle Ndayikengurukiye, Ouagadougou Cty (Burkina Faso)  

Students from Salaga collage during the march  
against child trafficking.  
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  THE ROAD TRAVELLED  BY SOLWODI DURING 2019 

In April Solwodi organized a world congress in Mainz, against the sexual exploitation of 
women and girls. The first success: a parliamentary group emerged in Berlin to ban the pur-
chase of sexual acts.  

Our clients who have been victims of human traf-
ficking and who have ended up in prostitution have 
experienced great cruelty.  Violence against women 
occurs in many places and settings, even in the 
Church where even Sisters are victims of sexual vio-
lence.   

More and more people involved in prostitution and 
trafficking are turning to SOLWODI. Among them 
are nuns who have experienced abuse within the 
Church.  They don’t want to remain silent any 

longer. This great crime committed against Christian women motivated us to get involved in 
this area.   SOLWODI intends to found a working group on this topic which will have two 
tasks : the discovery and prevention of crime.  

In working with women in distress one faces many challenges. But every client who with our 
help begins a new life gives us hope.  Our future needs hope. My wish is that our future can 
be good future, where  openness to the world and tolerance are not foreign realities.   

Léa Ackerman, MSOLA, Solwodi Directress (Germany) 

PROSTITUTION TRAMPLES ON THE DIGNITY OF WOMEN 
In an interview by SOLWODI of Prof. Dr. Elke Mack, of the University of Esfurt, 
she defends the nordic model – the prohibition of the purchase of sexual acts, 
itroduced in 1999 in Sweden, which has been successfully legalized in several 
countries. As a Christian, she sees it as the only convincing way to protect 

women against sexual exploitation.  

« Sexual abuse has taken place over recent decades in a shameful way precisely in the Catho-
lic Church. As an ethical and Christian person, I feel a special responsibility to report crimes 
and prevent them.  Social ethics has a responsibility to justify ethical norms and the structure 
which prevent human beings from being exploited and enslaved.  I am convinced that the 
practice of unscrupulous sexual satisfaction must be pursued and prosecuted as criminal. This 
is the only way to protect potential victims.  

Having dedicated my life to teaching social ethics, it is clear to me that those who deal with 
ethics, theologians and jurists, do not readily deal with the subject of 
prostitution. I myself argue from the point of view of human rights and 
I believe that we must confront the problem and name it, even if we 
are not directly concerned.  

The students I face with this reality – even the young men - do, as a 
rule, share these arguments for more humanity and are committed  to 
prohibiting the purchase of sexual acts.»   

Pris du Bulletin  Solwodi n° 122  Prof. Dr. Elke Mack 

Lea Ackerman, MSOLA.  
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WELCOMING IVORIAN MIGRANTS RETURNING HOME 
Speciosa Mukagatare was invited by the Italian Association of Volunteers for International 
Solidarity (AVSI) of Abidjan to participate in their regional conference and speak of the work 
of Caritas Tunisia with migrants. AVSI works for the socio-professional reintegration of Ivori-
ans returning to their country after a painful migration.  

There exists a communi-
cation problem about mi-
gration.  People do not 
know about the difficul-
ties one can encounter 
on the way.  It is impor-
tant that people know 
that the desert and the 
sea can kill, that there 
exist torture camps in 
countries like Tunisia, 
Libya, etc… This migra-
tion is real ‘human traf-
ficking’ which everyone 
must know about in or-
der to put an end to it.  

The delegations from It-
aly, Tunisia, the Middle 

East, Uganda, Kenya, Nigeria, Brasil, etc. presented and shared their experiences in dealing 
with illegal migration in their respective countries.  From this sharing it emerged that there is 
a need to protect and help migrants more, to increase decision-maker advocacy and to col-
laborate more among organizations which work 
to defend migrants.  

Speciosa met with  partners from Caritas Ivory 
Coast and also with Ivorians who had been sup-
ported and housed by Caritas Tunisia during 
their stay in Tunisia before returning to their 
country.  

Ivory Coast has made efforts to suppress this 
‘veiled’  human trafficking. With partners, the 
country has implemented a policy of integra-
tion and accompaniment of returned migrants, 
for a successful integration or retraining  

La Marsa Community (Tunisia)   

A sharing during the Conference  

http://www.msolafrica.org/
msolajpiced.wordpress.com

