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 « SHARING THE WAY »    
WITH MIGRANTS  

Development and Peace, the Catholic organisation in 
Quebec for promoting development,  invited us to par-
ticipate in the « Share the Way » campaign so as to help 
us experience through role-playing what migrants, who 
are forced to leave their countries and endure unbear-
able situations, must go through. The goal of the cam-
paign was to create a culture of encounter with them so 
as to open our hearts to their sufferings and also to their 
dreams.   

St. Francis of Assisi parish in Ottawa (Canada)  organised 
a day of formation to help us live this concretely.  About 
20 of us from various parishes in Ottawa participated.   

We were fully involved throughout the whole day, but 
especially in the role-playing :  we put ourselves in the 
shoes of the other person, a family, a single woman or 
man… forced to make the decision to stay or leave their 
country.  Our group  (a father, mother and their chil-
dren) chose to leave and  thus face the consequences : 
cold, hunger, thirst, danger from swindlers  and so many 
other pitfalls, each one just as painful as the others. This 
was the most energizing and intense part of the day.  

In spite of all, migrants continue to walk with their 
dream still alive in the hope of arriving one day !   

I have also been to St Paul’s University with the Oblates 
at a Justice and Peace meeting on Climate Change and 
the Arctic (North Pole). It was most interesting but 
scary... because the situation is worsening faster than 
we think… But we must go forward with courage and 
hope.  

Ghislaine Dubé 
Ottawa community (Canada)  

CHRISTMAS WITH OUR ALGERIAN FRIENDS 
The day after Christmas we welcomed 22 women, in-
cluding 4 younger ones, around the lit Christmas tree.  
It was an encounter full of joy and the witness of friend-
ship.    

At the moment of introductions, we recalled the names 
of the Sisters at the origin of this friendship.  This was a 
strong link between the present and the past.  Among 
others :  Marguerite Tortel (RIP), Maria Peral Del Pozo 
(Maruja), Danuta Kmieciak, Valérie Kabore, Beatrice 
Wêndpouiré, etc. For the most part, it is at the Library 
that this friendship, this attachment and sisterly rela-
tionship with us  grew.  

Leila, a student in  Kigali,  on holiday with her family in 
Oran, expressed her pride  at being a  young Algerian 
studying in Rwanda.  This gave rise to an interesting 
discussion.   

We had opened our doors and offered the cup of 
friendship… and in return we received what lives in the 
heart of each one :  gratitude, joy and gifts.  New friend-
ships were woven.  Hearts opened. 

Community of Oran (Algeria)  

AWARENESS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
In my commitment against human trafficking, I see the 
importance of beginning by raising peoples’  awareness.  
Sessions to make this reality 
known are the means used by the 
team of Talitha Kum Burkina. 
In November Sr Yvonne (Good 
Shepherd Sister) and myself ani-
mated a workshop on human 
trafficking.  On December 3rd we 
gave a session in Banfora to raise 
awareness about human traffick-
ing.  

Angela Kapitingana 
Community of Bobo 
Dioulasso (Burkina Faso)   

Danuta Kmieciak and Maruja Peral at Oran 

Ghislaine welcomes participants at the seminar « Sahring the way »  
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 « KARIBU » AT THE SERVICE OF  
AFRICAN MIGRANTS 

Ever since the foundation of the « Karibu » Association 
for the welcome of African migrants in Madrid, the 
MSOLA have been committed to it. Celsa Jimeno was 
one of the first volunteers and she collaborated there for 
years, until her death.  She knew the Africans who 
passed through the Center and many had become her 
friends. Gradually, other Sisters who  returned to Spain 
definitively or who spent time in Madrid, followed her 
example.   

Currently  4 MSOLA 
are collaborating 
there.  

Maruja Peral and Am-
paro Cuesta spend 
one morning a week 
at the Health Center 

of Karibu where migrants, sick or needing a doctor,  
come for medical appointments or to get medicine after 
having seen a Social Security doctor. The Sisters  fill out 
medical forms, take care of their needs, phone to make 
appointments with specialists and act as interpreters 
during medical consultations when necessary. They also 
look after the pharmacy : keep medications in order, 
distribute medicine prescribed by the doctor, or write a 
letter to a neighboring pharmacy explaining  that the 
person does  not have to pay since the cost will be cov-
ered by Karibu.  

On another  day each week Piedad Molina et Maruja 
Peral handle the secretarial work linked to  the Spanish 
language course. When  people come to sign up for the 
course, the Sisters question them to determine their 
level and decide which class they will join. The Sisters 
also substitute when  teachers are absent.   

Karibu has a health center and 2 Spanish language cen-
ters, one for women the other for men.  African migrants 
can also profit of workshops which can help them  find a 
job more easily.  There are  two shelters for women and 
two apartments able to house 6 men each. Food is pro-
vided in both places. Conchita Gonzalez is a volunteer in 
one of the shelters for women and forms them to man-
age food and housing well.  

The new arrivals feel at home at Karibu because they 
meet other Africans and volunteers who are interested 
and respectful of them and  they feel they are being 
treated as persons.  

MSOLA communities of Madrid (Spain)   

HELPING TO BELIEVE IN LIFE 
I am in my 7th year at the Association of the Fields of  
Boaz, which welcomes and accompanies single women 
seeking asylum in France. 
At the beginning of the year I received a text message 
from one of them: "Thank you for giving us hope and 
for believing in life. I am grateful to you. Thank you to 
God for the grace He has given me to cross your path 
and for His light in you which enlightens everyone who 
approaches you. Have a very good year. " 

Threatened with death because she refused to peform 
excisions, she fled from country to country, ending up 
in Libya where she lived in her words "two months of 
hell" which she cannot speak about to me ;  and then 
crossing the sea  in a rubber boat from which 30 people 
fell into the water. She had simply  told me : "There is 
something  broken in me. " 
I invited her to take a walk in the Parc de Sceaux. That 
same evening, she sent me an email: "The many-
coloured leaves, the children running about and sing-
ing, beckoned me to believe in life and that everything 
is still possible. " 

Nicole Robion 
Sceaux  community (France)  

STRUGGLE AGAINST TRAFFICKING 
On my arrival in Madrid in September, I began looking 
for a commitment to fight against human trafficking. 
I already knew the Sisters Adoratrices and their "Project 
Hope" which accompanies women victims of trafficking 
in their reconstruction and their integration  into the 
society where they live. The Sisters  invited me to col-
laborate with them in the shelter they run for women 
in the first stages of their journey. I spend the night 
there once a week. There are women of every national-
ity and continent. At present most are Africans. We 
spend a good time together preparing the supper we 
will share and then doing the dishes and cleaning up. 
The current group is francophone, very calm and very 
pleasant. At other times there have been  English-
speaking and Spanish-speaking women. 
I also belong to the inter-Church group against traffick-
ing, whose objective is to make the Catholic Church and 
the population aware of the reality of trafficking. We 
have prepared a beautiful Vigil for St. Bakhita’s feast. 

Begoña Iñarra 
Communauté Islas Cíes, Madrid (Espagne) 
   

Christmas celebration at Karibu 

Nicole and Odette 
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 MUSLIMS ON THE BEATIFICATION OF 
THE ALGERIAN MARTYRS 

We have received a great deal of information about the 
beatification of the 19 brothers and sisters martyred in 
Algeria. Here we want to underline what Muslims have 
said about this event and about those Christians with 
whom they had shared their lives and who have been 
witnesses of God’s presence to them.   

The Bishops of Algeria saw in this religious ceremony 
« a momentum and a call to build together a world of 
peace and fraternity. »   

During the ceremony, Bishop Desfarges, Archbishop of 
Algiers, recalled that « 144 Algerian Imams had been 
put to death for refusing to sign fatwas justifying the 
violence of the armed groups, as were intellectuals, 
journalists and also families who refused to obey the 
armed groups ». A minute of silence was observed in 
order to pay homage to the thousands and thousands 
of victims of the Algerian civil war (…), anonymous he-
roes of daily life ».  

A Tunisian man and woman, believers of Islam, who 
had known some Fathers in Tunisia, said in speaking of 
one White Father:  « I remember his fatherly love, the 
quality of his relationships, his great simplicity.  He was 
calm, humble, and this permitted a respectful relation-
ship. He was a man of prayer; he was respected as a 
marabout in search of the absolute… »  

Farouk, from Oran, who participated in the vigil with 
his wife, summed up his deep emotion during the cele-
bration with these words as he left the Cathedral: “This 
evening we were one in God, Muslims and Christians ». 
A bit everywhere In Algeria and in France, but also in 
the world, Muslims and Christians could share in the 
stories, anecdotes and quotations related by the speak-
ers in all simplicity throughout the evening.  

At the end of the ceremony, a Muslim friend of Bishop 
Vesco, pointing to the statue of the Virgin turned to-
wards the sea, said to him:  « Look at her! She turns her 
back on us but takes everything that we have lived with 
her and turns towards this sea which can become a 
space of peace and openness for our world ». 

Kheira, a journalist for an Arabic daily newspaper, says :   
« Ever since I knew that these beatifications would take 

place, I have been hoping to participate », assured and 
convinced that  « if we are not open to one another, we 
will fail in our duty ».  

« We are happy that Christians can pray in Algeria. It 
used to be that way and we didn’t even speak of 
‘Christians’ and Muslims’: we didn’t need to make a dif-
ference.  It’s the Black Decade that ruined everything »  
sighed an Algerian woman, who also longs for the 
« peace » which is on everyone’s lips.  

“We Muslims associate ourselves to this event with great 
joy », explains Mostapha Jaber, the imam at the Great 
Mosque of Oran,  “these Christian martyrs killed during 
the great national tragedy, were persons  of peace, per-
sons of good faith, persons who had a specific mission : 
that of spreading peace ”. 

Nadera, an Algerian woman, says: « I was happy to learn 
of the plan to pay tribute to the many Imams who re-
fused to endorse by fatwas the crimes of the jihadists 
and who died because of that ». 

The Esplanade of Santa Cruz has been baptised « the 
Esplanade of living together».  

The manner in which these martyrs were attached to 
their adoptive country Algeria in an exceptional way 
through friendship with the people, respect for differ-
ences and fraternity lived day after day is a model for all 
of us. Because they have lived friendship between Chris-
tians and Muslims to the end, because they have pro-
claimed « universal love for all », the recognition of 
these 19 new martyrs by the Church is a prophetic act. 

Bishop Vesco of Oran said: «The beatification is a mes-
sage of fraternity and friendship, and the heart of this 
message is that differences of religion are not an obsta-
cle to life, to relationships or to mutual respect. The 
Church gives these 19 men and women as an example for 
Christians. It is a model of «life in relationship to the 
other who is Muslim» because he/she is Muslim. It is a 
question of relationship which goes as far as giving one’s 
life, living the risk of a life totally given, as these 19 mar-
tyrs did.  This beatification bears witness to an entire 
Church of which many members live the here and now of 
their daily life in the midst of a Muslim people.   And 
that’s what is beautiful.  The message of this beatifica-
tion is that holiness is within everyone’s reach. »  

These religious women and men had chosen to give their 
life to Christ in a majority Muslim country – under the 
sign of « the friendship which comes from God».  

Mohamed Boushikhi’s mother and Pierre Claverie’s sister.  
The bishop and his driver were assasinated together.   
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ww.msolafrica.org 
msolajpiced.wordpress.com  

HOSPITAL VOLUNTEER 
For some years I have belonged to the group of volun-
teers at the Jiménez Diaz Foundation, one of the social 
security hospitals of Madrid. Our job is to visit patients 
in their rooms on different floors according to their 
medical condition. I find that my fellow volunteers have 
great human qualities, because they have the vocation 
and  love for the sick,  as well as great discretion and 
delicacy. 
We begin the morning in the volunteers’ office writing 
the names of the patients on the floor to be visited. 
Thus, when entering a room, we can greet them by their 
first names, which gives them a feeling of  security and 
proximity. 
These visits are greatly appreci-
ated by the patients, and some-
times even more by their care-
givers who are often close rela-
tives and hide their concern to 
patients, but can find relief with 
us in the corridors, discussing, 
crying or releasing the tension 
they often experience. 
Many of the patients come 
from retirement homes, or are 
homeless people (street people) or people who have 
migrated to Spain and are completely alone. In this case, 
they receive a card which allows them to have a daily 
follow-up and to receive clothes or small items which 
they might need during their stay in the hospital or after 
they leave. 

Amparo Cuesta 
Community of Islas Cíes (Madrid – Espagne)  

CHRISTMAS WITH THE PRISONERS 
On Christmas day, Archbishop Paul Ouedraogo of Bobo 
Dioulasso, came to celebrate the Eucharist at the prison, 
much to the delight of all the Catholic prisoners and 
those who accompany them every week.  Muslim and 
Protestant communities were invited to participate in 
our celebration. 
The diocese offered a good meal to prisoners and prison 
guards. 
For me it was a real Christmas celebration with the little 
and forgotten ones. 

Julia Alonso 
Community of Bobo Dioulasso  (Burkina F.)  

AGAINST FORCED MIGRATION 
I am part of the Advocacy Committee against Youth Mi-
gration and Trafficking in Northern Ghana, which en-
courages and supports communities in their efforts to 
reduce the number of young people heading south. 
To continue the work done last May during the advocacy 
campaign of the Conference of Major Superiors we have 
revisited the three village communities where migration 
of young people to the south is the biggest. 
In each village the committee discusses the develop-
ment activities they propose in order to reduce the phe-
nomenon of migration that exposes their children and 
young people to situations of injustice. 

Sabine Dakouo 
Communauté de Gumo (Ghana) 

INTERRELIGIOUS ENCOUNTER,  
A NECESSITY 

As part of « Welcome to Villeurbanne », the theme for the 
year in the city of Villeurbanne (Lyon),  the local elected 
officials together with the Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
communities organized an encounter and sharing in the 
Community Life Cutural Center on the afternoon of No-
vember 25th.  Almost 500 people including numerous 
families and children eagerly attended.  

« Welcoming our religious traditions » was presented by 
the young Rabbi of the Keren Or synagogue, by Fr. Da-
mien Guyot (pastor of our parish) and by the imam of Dé-
cines who introduced his talk with these words :  « Our 
meeting is not an option, it is a necessity ». Based on their 
own texts, the speakers recalled Abraham’s attitude and 
the way to  welcome a brother/sister in distress.   
Afterwards,  4 groups from  Villeurbanne gave their wit-
ness :  «Women in dialogue» which regularly shares on 
life themes (pardon-friendship-respect) and organizes 
friendly gatherings  (meals, group outings…) ;  the group 
«Never without a roof», a lay multireligious association 
committed to welcoming foreigners ;  the «Little Brothers 
of the Poor» a non-denominational  association grouping 
believers and unbelievers at the service of people who 
are alone;  and finally the «Inter-religious group» which 
organizes discussions meant to build «living together», 
mutual knowledge and fraternity. It  is the group to which 
I belong.  
About 50 children and adolescents invaded the stage to 
sing a poem composed by one of them : Salut ! Salam ! 
Shalom ! Let’s lead humanity towards a world of peace !... 
Then six children of six different religions acted out the 
story of Muslims and Christians who hid and saved Jews  
during the last World War. Then everyone  took up the 
song again : Salut ! Salam ! Shalom ! A word that means  
fraternity… 
A snack which prolonged the encounters and conversa-
tions was then served by members of the three religions.   
«What strikes me», said Azzdine Gaci, imam at our 
neighbouring mosque, « is the atmosphere of joy and fra-
ternity that is  emerging among us» ! 
Many members of the 30 judeo-islamo-christian groups 
meeting in Lyon came to share our feast that afternoon ! 
«Salut ! Salam ! Shalom ! sing the hearts of people ! Let us 
lead humanity towards a world of peace!» 

Odile Payen 
Community of Villeurbanne (France)   

Interreligious encounter at Villeurbanne (Lyon). 

http://www.msolafrica.org/
msolajpiced.wordpress.com

