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 GLOBAL WARMING  
CONCERNS ALL OF US 

Responding to the call of Pope Francis to take action for the 
care of the environment, the Sisters of Our Lady of Africa of 
Nouakchott (Mauritania) in collaboration with the parish 
and the Panafrican Agency of the Great Green Wall organ-
ized a conference on the environment. About 70 people, 
Christians and Muslims from various countries, partici-
pated. 

This event helped us discover that together with other be-
lievers we can care for our common home, because we are 
all concerned. This was expressed by participants who 
wanted to know what is already happening in Mauritania 
and which contribution they can make, because they said 
that our small daily commitments contribute to fight 
against the deterioration of the land. 

Speaking in practical terms, in order to contribute to the 
care of the environment we need to replace electricity by 
solar panels, to avoid wasting water, and especially to real-
ize that a sack of coal means cutting down a lot of trees. 
We also committed ourselves to making sure that  lights 
and fans are turned off when we do not need them. 

After these discussions, we proceeded to the planting of a 
symbolic tree in the courtyard of the church. At the mo-
ment of planting, a participant who is an expert in this do-
main explained and demonstrated the process of planting 
and watering a tree. This was much appreciated by those 
who wanted to plant trees. Trees were distributed at the 
end of the meeting for those who pledged to plant them at 
home. 

The conference sparked the desire to have similar meetings 
regularly. We hope there will be another one in the future. 

It allowed us to live one of our priorities as a congregation: 
care for the environment. Our local action has contributed 
to actions at the international level. 

Lucy Nabweteme, Nouakchott cty, Mauritania   

TREES FOR THE FUTURE 
  We wanted to begin our jubilee year, the 150th 
anniversaries of our founding, with a gesture in 
connection with the safeguard of Creation that 
would connect us to future generations. We de-

cided to plant trees along our wall on the street 
side. In recent weeks, we have planted 46 trees 
along our wall, to stop soil erosion, prevent the 
piling up of plastics and prevent the installation of 
kiosks that stick to our wall. Soil erosion around us 
and in our street is obvious. 
Bobo Dioulasso community, Burkina F.  

VISITING THE MOSQUES  
During the Week of Peace, a peace-meeting was organised in 
the two mosques of Boxtel (Netherlands). 
With six MSOLA we visited the Turkish mosque and the Mo-
roccan one. Everyone young and old was invited and about 
twenty people answered the invitation. 

The theme of the week was: ‘Walking in Abraham’s foot-
steps’. In both mosques we read the beginning of his journey 
both in Arabic and in Dutch. 

In the Turkish mosque the imam talked about Abraham in 
the Coran and the pastor spoke of Abraham in the Holy Bi-
ble. The protestant vicar taught us a song about Abraham: 

‘Abraham, Abraham,  leave your country, leave your people,  
You have to live in the land that I will show you, 

Count the stars in the night,  
so numerous will be your offspring’. 

Then, we went to the Moroccan mosque where we watched 
a video about Abraham’s travels. Together we took a step in 
his tracks in the common history that we as Christian and 
Muslim believers share together.  

Front raw: Joanna Dekkers & Jo Robben; 2nd raw Annie 
van Oostrum & Theresia Brattinga. Photo: Gerard Schalkx.  

Tiny Holscher & Corrie Vork, Boxtel, Netherlands  
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BUILDING YOUTH AWARENESS 
ABOUT HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

The missionary session of April 2017 was an opportunity to 
open the eyes of young people to the current scourge of hu-
man trafficking. 

The film about Bakhita impressed them a lot. They did not 
imagine what slavery was like in the 19th century, let alone 
that it still exists today in our world and close to us. 

Radio and TV gives news about human trafficking in the coun-
try, but the young people who were present are not "fans" of 
news on the radio, much less on TV which  most do not even 
have at home, and they  did not imagine that it could still exist 
today. 
We told them a few facts: 

 some young women arrested at the border by Rwandan 
police. They said they were going abroad to work. Each 
time, the interrogation revealed that they did not know 
exactly where they were going, or what they would  do; 
they relied on the man who recruited them and who ac-
companied them 

 girls recruited from refugee camps, supposedly to work in 
the capital, but who become prostitutes in hotels or bars in 
the city 

 during a police raid on bars a few months ago, dozens of 
girls who were prostituting themselves, some still minors,  
were arrested. The police detained them until a relative 
came to identify them and explain. 

Testimonies from the JPIC newsletter aided us to help them 
understand the extent of this scourge. 

These young people have opened their eyes wide through the 
discovery of how easy it is for the young, especially those who 
are poor, to be fooled by promises of education or employ-
ment. 

After these discussions, they as if woke up and remembered 
that they had heard about girls and young women who go to 
Uganda with promises of work, but don’t return. They had not 
taken all  this seriously, believing these to be unfounded ru-
mors. 

One of the young people then explained what happened in 
her own family. She said: "A few years ago, a man came to my 
family and offered work in Uganda to a cousin. Everyone was 
happy. For a long time we did not hear from her. One day she 
came home with a husband who was her grandfather's age.  
After a short stay, the couple left, taking with them a little boy 
of the family, to have him study in Uganda. My family was 
delighted and let the child go. Some time later we learned that 
the child, instead of studying, was  working in the rice fields to 
chase the birds away. » 

The young people are determined to be vigilant and to make 
others aware of this danger, so as not to be deceived  them-
selves.      

Butare community, Rwanda   

SHARING MATERIALS FOR THE 
SEASON OF CREATION  

At one of the religious formators meetings, I decided to 
share the material sent to us for the Season of Creation, with 
the formators of other international congregations. Many 
showed a lot of interest and promised to do something with 
their candidates on the 8th September.  

During the Season of Creation in community we watched 
video clips on the effects of climate change and we had a 
sharing afterwards. This was an eye opener for our six postu-
lants, five of them having arrived at the beginning of Septem-
ber.  

I also used the prayer of the third week of the 2018 Creation 
Season ‘ Transmitting the gift of wisdom’  ‘as my opening 
prayer at the beginning of the week-long seminar on Church 
History, in which the Christian Brothers, the Medical Mission-
aries of Mary and the MSOLA participated. 

Victoria Gaa, Arusha community, Tanzania  

 PLANTING TREES IN GUMO 
In response to the invitation of Pope Francis, to carry out 
joint actions against climate change, our community chose  
to carry out an action of awareness raising  and tree planting 
with the Christian community of Gumo. Sunday September 
16th was the most appropriate day to reach a wide variety of 
people: men, women, youth and children. At the end of the 
Mass, Sabine gave a short talk about the importance of pro-
tecting the planet of 
which we are part 
and for which we are 
responsable. She also 
talked about the 
harmful conse-
quences of the de-
struction of the envi-
ronment. The vicar of 
the parish in the 
name of the parish 
priest also addressed 
the faithful in a simi-
lar way and expressed gratitude to the sisters for this great 
initiative. People have shown interest and willingness to co-
operate. 

To accompany our words about action, three types of trees 
were planted in the courtyard of the church. But, as it is not 
sufficient to plant, the fence as well as  the upkeep of each 
tree was entrusted to individual persons.  Beyond this com-
mitment, we feel the need to follow up, so that the action 
carried out today, however small, can really contribute to 
the protection of our Mother Earth. 

Gumo community, Ghana   
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MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS 
SHARING THEIR FAITH 

On Sunday, September 23, 2018, there began in Germany 
the  Intercultural Week, with the theme: "We are Hope, we 
are Refuge, we are Diversity. " 

Every day taking the metro I realize how diversity is part of 
everyday life in Germany. I hear languages of multiple ori-
gins, I see veiled women ... Yes, diversity is present every-
where: in families, neighborhoods, kindergartens, schools, at 
work, in NGOs ... 

Living with diversity is enriching but the cultural and religious 
differences, or the thought of what might change because of 
the presence of  migrants, triggers fear in many Germans. To 
live our differences and interculturality together,  is a chal-
lenge and this week with  5000 events in 500 places was the 
opportunity to discover more about this diversity. 

We are hope or we can become so. We are refuge or we can 
become so. We are diversity that allows itself to be trans-
lated by this hope, this refuge ... Diversity means wealth, 
encounter, dialogue. There are multiple commitments so 
that this  living together can succeed. For my part, with Cari-
tas, I help asylum seekers in transit to find their way and I 
offer counseling services. 

I participated in a training on « interreligious », centered on 
the method of  "scriptural reasoning", a sharing of the word 
of God in different religions. 

It is about inviting Muslims and Christians we know well, to 
share their faith in small groups of 15 or 20 people, based on 
texts in the Koran and the Bible. We choose a theme, for ex. 
"Faith and trust",  and a Muslim and a Christian who will pre-
pare and present it. At the meeting the Muslim presents his/
her favorite text on the theme, (prepared in advance) e.g. Al 
Baqara 2: 260 ;  recites it and for ten minutes shares from 
the bottom of his/her heart what this chosen passage means 
to him/her. Then the Christian presents a freely chosen text 
on the same theme, for example Mark 9: 14-29, reads it and 
shares this treasure for ten minutes. 

Then the other members of the group spontaneously share 
on these texts (without having prepared in advance), without 
criticizing, judging or ridiculing. It is not a question of sharing 
one's knowledge, but rather one's faith experience and what 
resonates in one's heart. So, in an atmosphere of mutual 
trust we encounter the treasure which makes the other live, 
and that's how we meet each other in our differences, with 
esteem. We do not do anything that could hurt the other 
and we protect the treasure of the other. 

At the beginning of each encounter (which takes place 3 or 4  
times a year), we remember the conditions: no proselytizing, 
not ridiculing, but rather sharing in faith. Sharing goes on for 
an hour and a half. At the end of the meeting we choose the 
next theme and the two people who will freely choose a text 
from their scriptures which is related to the theme, in order 
to share it with the group at the next meeting. 

Proposed themes: mercy, charity, forgiveness, prayer, resur-
rection of the dead, suffering, justice, peace, stranger, integ-
rity of creation. 

This can be an inspiration for those who are engaged in the 
Islamo-Christian dialogue. In these meetings we can learn to 
know and feel our differences, to appreciate one another 
and to walk in friendship. 

Kordula WEBER, Karlsruhe cty, Germany   

PARTICIPATING AT AN EVENT  
ON CHILD ABUSE 

Matilda Baanuo, as coordinator of Pope Francis Rescue Home 
in Malindi, Kenya, has started a 5 months' course on Child Pro-
tection at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome.  

On October 5th, the Gregorian University inaugurated a two-
year Masters' Programme on Child Protection that will be run 
by the Centre of Child Protection (childprotection.unigre.it) 
founded in 2012 in Germany and brought in 2014  to Rome, to 
the Jesuit-run university. 

The opening of this Master’s Programme was an occasion 
to gather students and persons interested in child protec-
tion. The celebrations started with a Eucharistic and a mu-
sical evening. Matilda and Gisela attended the Eucharist 
and almost the whole MSOLA Rome community went to 
the musical. 

Child protection is a matter of justice!  was the main state-
ment at the inauguration cere-
mony. The Eucharistic celebra-
tion was presided by Cardinal 
Marx of Munich (Germany). En-
tering the chapel, each one 
picked from a basket a piece of 
a broken mirror. During a time 
of meditation each one was in-
vited to look at him or herself in 
his or her brokenness and to 
consider the brokenness of vic-
tims and survivors of child sex-
ual abuse. Finally, each one 
came forward to stick the pieces 
to a wooden cross prepared for 
the purpose.  

The Eucharist was followed by a 
panel of three speakers: the 
Cardinal, a professor and a po-
lice woman from the United 

Arabic Emirates. Cardinal Marx mentioned that the Church 
must listen to the survivors of child abuse and give them a 
voice in order not to lose its credibility in proclaiming the 
Kingdom of God which is a Kingdom of Justice. Public pres-
sure and demand for transparency is forcing the Church to 
come up with a new way of thinking and a real Church re-
form. Critics, he said, are co-workers with the Holy Spirit!  

All speakers insisted on the importance of networking to 
combat child sexual abuse, as mentioned by Pope Francis 
letter (August 2018): ‘no single institution can respond 
alone to the crisis, we are all responsible for one another’.  

The second event was the musical :Transformation, a 
Staged Musical Work which took place at St. Ignatius’ 
church. Composed for the occasion, it was dedicated to the 
victims of abuse. Konstantia Gourzi its composer said: “The 
multiple and upsetting cases of child abuse deeply dis-
turbed me… Music can encourage us emotionally and artis-
tically, to finally bring about change together.” The compo-
sition gives a voice to and a visual representation of the 
outrage, the helplessness, the speechlessness, the abuse 
of power, the horror and the hurt. The heart and soul are 
looking for explanations, a connection, a resolution of the 
conflicts, and, at the end of the presentation, to set a mu-
sical light alight. Fr Zollner invited the audience to first and 
foremost “listen with the heart”.  

Matilda Baanuo and Gisela Schreyer, Rome   

file:///C:/Users/Begona/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/23WY5TJ1/childprotection.unigre.it
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EMPOWERING REFUGEE WOMEN 

 

 

 THE GREAT COMMITMENT OF OUR “RETIRED” SISTERS IN OTTAWA 
Our elderly sisters have decided NOT “TO RETIRE” from their missionary commitment.  At an age and a moment of their life when 
most people decide just “to enjoy life”, they decide “to enjoy life” by continuing serving the people they have around who will 
benefit from their time, their love and the human, spiritual and professional experience they have acquired in  Africa wherever 
they have been in their missionary life.  The sisters of Ottawa in Canada, sent us a “graphic witness” of their commitments to help 
those that need their care, attention, and expertise. And those who cannot move around do it by prayer.  

 PROMOTING RENEWABLE ENERGY FOR BEST CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELPING STUDENTS  
WITH LEARNING DIFFICULTIES 

Jacqueline Picard at a primary school helping students with 

learning difficulties in reading .   

Jacqueline Picard with members of the 'board’ of a micro 

finance project TurpiNet that has an eco-friendly store of 
home cleaners and body care products.  

Marcelle Morin tells us the great joy she finds in 

empowering  refugee women with small babies by 
teaching them English in their home . She also broadcasts on the TV from inside the house, readings, prayers 

and news for the sick and elderly sisters.   

Lise Giguere et Jacqueline Picard in a march for Climate 

Change. 
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COMMITTED TO JUSTICE VIA INTERNET 

 AT THE SERVICE OF SICK PEOPLE IN HOSPITALS   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lise Giguere working at Bruyere hospital in 

palliative care.   

Elizabeth Zadtnik 
sewing buttons on the 
uniforms of the volun-
teers from 2 hospitals 
in Ottawa : Bruyere 
and St Vincent. 

Theresa Delory working at Bruyere Rehabilitation Center for 
persons with new as well as chronic rehabilitation needs.  

Cecile Bisson, always on the lookout on internet for actions on 

JPIC, to inform the community and to invite them to sign.  TEACHING ENGLISH TO REFUGEES 
Ghislaine Dubé teaches English through conversa-
tion to refugees.  
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HELPING A YOUNG GIRL ON THE RUN 
One Saturday afternoon during the DIY activities a girl found 
herself among the group of boys of "the caravan of friend-
ship". After the activities, she remained saying that she came 
from the village of Kokhologo. She said her name was Mary 
Madeleine and that she was 16, but according to her phy-
sique and physiognomy, she was not even 15 years old. She 
told us she fled the house in the morning while her grand-
mother was at the market. She had no place to go and 
wanted to join her dad NANA Etienne in Ivory Coast. But she 
had neither his phone number nor that of her grandparents. 

She told us that she was abused by her grandparents, espe-
cially her grandmother who does not want her to go to 
school. She showed us burn scars and sores, saying that her 
grandmother had burned her arm with a spoon heated in the 
fire. 

Seized with pity, we (Leticia and Helen), welcomed her into 
our community for one night. The next day we decided to 
visit her family with her. She was scared and did not want to 
go home. Given our difficulty with the Mooré language, we 
asked Mrs. Laetitia, our cook, to accompany us. 

We found her grandfather. When we asked  him about the 
girl, he told us that her name is NANA Larissa and not Mary 
Madeleine, as she had  told us. He added that he likes his 
grandaughter, but that she does not want them. Then he  
called his youngest son, the girl’s uncle, saying that he was 
the one who brought the girl from Ivory Coast. When he is at 
home, the girl behaves well. But during his absence, the girl 
hits the grandparents and leaves  the courtyard, supposedly 
to go look for work. But she comes back with stolen goods. 
The uncle told  us that the girl is 12 years old, that she ran 
away from school and left home for two months. The grand-
father added that they were summoned to the police station 
several times because of Larissa’s stealing and that she has 
already been called to the police station for theft. The grand-
father referred us to the sisters where she has  stayed but 
was sent away because of the trouble she was stirring up. 

Her behavior and epileptic seizures caused the grandparents 
to believe that the girl was possessed. They took her to a 
woman who, after praying and asking for some pigeons and 
some kitenge, claimed that the girl is possessed and is pur-
sued by "spirits". 

In the presence of her uncle, Larissa did not speak. We asked 
her what she wants and she said she wants to go back to her 
dad's home in Ivory Coast. We proposed that the family take 
her back there. They promised to look for ways for her to 
return to her dad at the end of the month. Her uncle will 
accompany her to make sure she reaches her destination. 

Hélène Kavua, Ouagadougou cty, Burkina Faso  

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT COLTAN  
 The Justice and Peace/Africa Wallonie Committee, of which I 
am a member, organized a two day exhibit in Namur, on Au-
gust 31st and September 1st. 

The organizers of the exhibit made panels to show visitors the 
reality of mining in DR Congo and the impacts it has. The 6 
panels are interdependent: "What is my GSM? From the  
mine to my mobile phone  What does my GSM really cost in 
the South? (2 panels) "And elsewhere in the world? and fi-
nally "What to do? Possible solutions! ". 

The exhibit was not limited to the D.R.C. but also talked about 
other natural resource developments: oil and tar sands in 
Canada; deforestation and illegal timber traffic in Romania; 
minerals in Peru; palm oil in Indonesia. The texts on the pan-
els helped  the visitors understand the reality, allowing them 
to make their visit independently. The animator was there to 
accompany and give additional information if the visitors 
wanted it. This is what I did as a companion on one of the two 
days of the exhibition. The animator expanded the field by 
saying that mining concerns many other current technologies, 
even those that claim to be "green" (ecological cars, solar 
panels, tablets, GPS, ...), and this is not without impact on the 
environment and the surrounding population. 

Marie-Paule Schiltz, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium  

Sœurs Missionnaires de Notre-Dame d’Afrique 

Viale Trenta Aprile 15 - 00153 ROME (Italie) 
ww.msolafrica.org 

msolajpiced.wordpress.com    

http://www.msolafrica.org/
msolajpiced.wordpress.com

