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Human trafficking is often a hidden crime and therefore very difficult to measure. The information 
below is based on the most reliable and widely-used estimates referenced in relation to trafficking.

To be deceived or taken against your will, bought, sold and transported into slavery for sexual exploitation, 
forced begging, sacrificial worship or removal of human organs, as child brides or into sweat shops, circuses, 
farm labour and domestic servitude. 
STOP THE TRAFFIK

•  9.1 million men, women and children are trafficked across borders and within their own country at any given 
moment in time.  
STOP THE TRAFFIK

•  600,000-800,000 men, women and children are trafficked across international borders each year. 
Approximately 80% are women and girls. Up to 50% are children.  
US Department of State ‘Trafficking in Persons’ Report 2007

•  People trafficking is the fastest-growing means by which people are enslaved, the fastest-growing international 
crime, and one of the largest sources of income for organised crime. 
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime

•  Human trafficking is the second largest source of illegal income worldwide exceeded only by drugs trafficking. 
Belser 2005 
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•  Global profits from trafficked victims are estimated to be US$31.6 billion. Around half of that profit (US$15 
billion) is made from people trafficked and forced to work in industrialised countries, and close to a third 
(US$9.7 billion) in Asia. Globally, this represents an average of approximately US$13,000 per year for each 
forced labourer, or US$1,100 per month. 
A global alliance against forced labour, International Labor Organisation, 2005

•  95% of victims experienced physical or sexual violence during trafficking 
UN Gift global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking

•  The most common form of human trafficking (79%) is sexual exploitation, and most of these victims are 
women and girls. 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime


