
 

 

FORMATION ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING  
In April Maggie Kibola and Anna Nduku participated in a 2-day 
session on building JPIC strengths  and on the scourge of 
modern slavery and human trafficking. The session was  or-
ganized by the Missionaries of Africa, to mark the 150th anni-
versary of our foundations. 

The facilitator, a retired police officer from Nigeria, presented 
the alarming current situation of migration and trafficking in 
West Africa and more particularly in Ghana. 

He insisted on networking and teamwork to achieve a more 
just world. He also encouraged making use of  all possible 
platforms to raise awareness about this scourge, since so 
many innocent people are caught in the networks of traffick-
ers. 

Trafficking is everybody's business, everyone suffers and eve-
ryone has the responsibility to eliminate it. 

SOUTH C AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
The South C community has decided to learn more about the 
reality of human trafficking in order to commit ourselves to 
fighting it. I belong to the RAHT group (Religious against Hu-
man Trafficking) which meets every month. It is still small and 
we hope to be part of the AOSK (Association of Sisters of 
Kenya). With HAART-Kenya (an NGO - Against Trafficking in 
Human Beings) we organized a conference at the Catholic 
University of Tangaza to raise awareness about this reality. I 
also participated in the workshop led by Sr. Gabriella Botani, 
the coordinator of "Talitha Kum". 

With the Justice and Peace Commission (CJPC) of our parish I 
organized a prayer vigil for the feast of St. Bakhita. Members 
of the Christian community of St. Bakhita and other parishion-
ers from South B were among some 300 participants. 

The entire community of South C: sisters, postulants and pre-
postulants, participated in a one-day workshop led by RAHT. 
Three MSOLA also participated in a conference organized by 
RAHT. 

Birgitta Gremm - South C Community (Nairobi) Kenya  

ADVOCACY TRAINING 
May 16-20 Maggie and Anna attended an advocacy work-
shop in Tamale, on the migration of girls from northern 
Ghana to the south, on human trafficking and on child mar-
riage. 

This advocacy learning was the initiative of the Africa Faith 
and Justice Network (AFJN) in Washington DC. Its director, Fr. 
Aniedi Okure, OP, came from Washington to be with us. 
About 40 people from civil and religious organizations: 
Talitha Cum-Ghana, Kumasi Archdiocesean Street Children's 
Project, the African Organization for Migrants and the Center 
for the Human Trafficking Initiative, united their voices to 
preserve the dignity and future of vulnerable people, be-
cause unity is strength. Three TV stations  and two radio sta-
tions broadcast the message to the public. Three villages  
which have a significant number of girls migrating, including 
Gumo, our village, were selected. 

The meeting with the community of Gumo was lived as a 
heavenly blessing because for a long time the population had 
been waiting for the rain, since drought causes famine. The 
advocacy group was very patient in carrying out the planned 
activities. Experiences were shared about the sad situation of 
girls and young migrant women, called kayaye, who offer to 
carry heavy loads.  A certain woman asked a kayaye to carry 
a heavy basin for her.  After a while, the carrier noticed that 
the woman was no longer following her -she had disap-
peared. Not able to find her, the carrier eventually put the 
load down and opened the bag in which she found a child’s 
corpse. Due to the shock, the young woman lost her head. 
Two ex-street children and a victim of human trafficking gave 
touching testimonies. Having become aware of the problem, 
the community pointed out the need for water and for a 
kindergarten in order to stop the migration of children. 

The next day we went to the village of Toulon to present the 
same activities. Just like at Gumo, we were greeted with tra-
ditional dances. The head chief presented the social context 
of the village and the cause of the migration of girls to urban 
centers. The last community visited was Bung-Lung. Accord-
ing to the elders, migration is due to the lack of work, the 
long dry season and the need of repairs of their dam,  so that 
the cultivation of vegetables can begin again. 

We continued our advocacy in visits to the Mayor of Tamale, 
the Regional Minister, one of the Great Imams and, in the 
absence of the Bishop, to the Vicar General of Tamale Dio-
cese. Everyone has shown interest in supporting us and fight-
ing together against the phenomenon of trafficking. In order 
for these intense days of work to bear fruit, a small monitor-
ing committee has been set up. 

On Sunday, inspired by the Spirit of Pentecost, the adminis-
trator invited the group to address the Christian faithful of 
the cathedral before returning to our respective communi-
ties and families. 

Maggie Kibola et Anna Nduku— Gumo (Ghana)  

Prayer Vigil at South C Parish at Ste Bakhita’s feast.  
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DISCOVERING NATURE 
In April, the community of Nouakchott welcomed 40 children 
from the Coeurs vaillants-Ames vaillantes (CVAV) movement 
of our parish. The purpose of the meeting was to make chil-
dren aware of the nature that surrounds us, of the variety and 
beauty of the plants and animals and also of the need to pro-
tect them.  

The children arrived on time and some even earlier. Sr. Vic-
torina taught us some songs about nature. After the group 
had gathered, the children came to our house where we pro-
jected a slideshow about nature with its beauty and also the 
harmful effects on it of human activity. The slideshow was 
made with pictures of the children's environment which spoke 
to them more. The exchange after the screening was rich. 
They shared their joy in seeing the beautiful date palms of 
their neighborhood, the children playing in nature, the beauti-
ful birds of Mauritania ... They did not hesitate to express their 
sadness on seeing the trash in our neighborhood,  the decay, 
the contaminated water, the birds trapped in plastic bags,  the 
broken and burnt trees. 

In small groups, we went to the garden to discover plants and 
animals. A sister accompanied each group. Many children saw 
for the first time certain trees and plants, such as mango, mor-
inga, lemon tree, grapefruit, sweet potato leaves. They also 
discovered a  tomato nursery, compost, small animals, lemon 
tree buds. They showed their interest  and expressed their 
happiness. Huguette said : It's really beautiful here, I did not 
imagine it like this;  Rachel: We must take care of our environ-
ment;  Benoit: Now I know I must not  throw dirt just any-
where;  Aime: We must not cut trees just anyhow. 

We continued with a prayer in the chapel, first in silence, then 
aloud. We prayed for the creation entrusted to us, for the chil-
dren of the world and for peace. At the end of the meeting, 
we shared a cup of friendship, took a family photo according 
to the group’s custom,  and then  took time to express their 
joy of life through acrobatics, songs and dances.  The children, 
and we too, desire to continue increasing our awareness. 

ENCOUNTER AND DIALOGUE IN NOUAKCHOTT  
The community participates in the monthly meetings of the 
Islamic-Christian group of the parish organized by Celina Nata-
nek, leader of this group. We have deepened various themes: 
Introduction to Islam by Chantal Vankalck; The characteristics  
of Islam in Mauritania and avenues for collaboration, by Issel-
mou Abdelkader; Encounter  with our Christian brothers and 
sisters from other Churches; the Koran, by Mr Diagana; The 
Koran for Muslims; Deepening knowledge of the Koran; a pres-
entation of the Tidjaniya brotherhood  by Prof. Mamadou Sey-
dou Kah; A presentation in two voices of: Creation as seen by 
Christians and Muslims, by Mr Diagana and Father J.F. Diouf. 
On February 8 at the group's Assembly, following Celina's pro-
posal, the participants prayed for the victims of human traf-
ficking. 

Celina Natanek , Nouakchott (Mauritanie)  

TWO MIGRANTS VICTIMS OF FRAUD 
On May 29, as part of her JPIC apostolate, Sabine met two 
young people, Ibrahim and Abdullah from Sierra Leone, at 
the Human Trafficking Office. Abdullah was welcomed by 
Ibrahim after the death of his parents. But Ibrahim's mother 
had three children and did not have the means to support 
the family. The small job that Ibrahim and his friend Abdullah 
had gave very little. So they decided to leave Sierra Leone in 
hopes of a better future. On arriving in Ivory Coast, they 
faced the problem of the French language. They continued 
their adventure to Mali where the same problem of commu-
nication arose. They met a Ghanaian who promised them 
heaven if they reached Ghana. They surrendered into his 
hands and gave him everything they had. In Tamale (Ghana), 
the man told them to have their travel documents signed by 
the police, but they waited in vain until 22:30! Their master 
had disappeared. Thanks to my colleague Mr Dannah, a man 
of action, and thanks to the generosity of some people, they 
now have a roof over their heads until the Organization for 
Migrants and Vulnerable Children of ECOWAS finds a sustain-
able solution for them. 

Sabine Dakouo - Gumo  (Ghana) 

WITH REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS  
One of my first concerns when I came to the Ottawa commu-
nity was to get involved in helping in one way or the other 
the refugees arriving continually in our country and at the 
Centre. I knew I would meet Africans there. Our Chapter has 
emphasized our mission to open doors and reach out to the 
peripheries wherever they are. I chose to volunteer in the 
program “Conversation in English” with the refugees.  

There, I found men and women coming from all continents 
and eager to learn. Most are from Syria, Iraq, Iran, Kazakh-
stan, Burundi, Sierra Leone, Eritrea, Somalia, Morocco, Co-
lumbia, Equator, Ethiopia, and more… What a richness of 
cultures! It leads us to explore, through the internet, more 
facts about these peoples, their countries, and cultures.   

Ghislaine Dubé, Ottawa community (Canada)  

SEASON OF CREATION: 1 Sept-4 Oct 
From September 1st till October 4th, feast of St Francis of 
Assisi, Christians of all traditions celebrate the Season of 
Creation, an annual celebration of prayer and action to pro-
tect creation. Mark it on your calendar and organize some 
events and prayers during this time. Soon, the JPIC-RD coor-
dinator will sent you resources. The theme of this year’s 
celebration is “walking together.” As brothers and sisters in 
Christ, we are on a pilgrimage to better care of creation. 
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INTERNATIONAL JPIC DAYS 

Amparo Cuesta, who is part of the preparation team for the 
Spanish Conference of Religious (CONFER) National Days of 
JPIC,  tells us about it. 

Esther León, Finita Martinez and Amparo Cuesta participated 
in these days of formation which had as theme: Be aware of 
the times we are living. Social justice: response for a system 
in crisis. It helped them become aware of the realities of to-
day’s world. 

The theme was based on Rom. 13, 11 "It is the hour now for 
you to awake from sleep. For our salvation is nearer now 
than when we first believed; for salvation is closer to us now 
than when we became believers. " 

The themes of the conferences and workshops were varied: 
"The neoliberal system unable to cope with the situation"; 
"Alternatives and options for an economy that creates more 
and more inequality between people"; "It's time to wake up, 
to dream"; "Other economies are possible" etc. They were 
presented by university professors and experts. The director 
of the newspaper Alandar closed the day with a reflection on 
"Living with dignity and lucidity to help humanize our world". 
More than 300 lay and religious participated. 

Amparo Cuesta – Islas Cíes (Madrid) - Espagne  

 

DRC: A LEAFLET ABOUT TRAFFICKING   
The Missionaries of Africa and the MSOLA have come to-
gether to jointly prepare the 150th anniversary of the two 
Institutes. One of the commitments to fight human traffick-
ing together has been to make a brochure on the reality of 
human trafficking in the country, its modalities, its forms, its 
potential victims ... The goal is to raise awareness, to inform 
and especially to prevent  trafficking in human beings. Click 
here to get the brochure.  Or go to msola-
jpiced.wordpress.com 

Alicia Bangnidong, Kinshasa (R.D. du Congo)  

   PEACE EDUCATION CLUBS 
Maite Oiartzun animates peace education clubs in 3 secon-
dary schools in Gitega, together with a team of lay people: 
two professors, the head of the Justice and Peace Commis-
sion of the Diocese, a woman lawyer and a young person 
who has completed university in the "Environment" section. 

Fridays from 15h to 16h30, students of the Ecole Sociale 
(ECOSO), the Christ Roi School and Lycée Saint Thérèse, in 
total 350 students, meet in their respective schools to live 
this education for peace. 

The students commit themselves to be peacebuilders in their 
schools and families. They learn about nonviolent communi-
cation, peaceful conflict resolution and environmental care. 

INCREASING TRAFFICKING AWARENESS 
Once a month the group of our Mucunguzi parish (young 
people between 15 and 35) and the group in the outstation 
of Karera (10 to 30 young people) meet to build awareness 
about the trafficking of human beings. Florida works with a 
layman in the parish. Thanks to this awareness, some girls 
have abandoned the idea of going to Saudi Arabia and de-
cided to continue their studies. 

Gitega community (Burundi)  

WORLD DAY ON TRAFFICKING 
 On the feast of St. Josephine Bakhita we celebrated the 
World Day of Trafficking in Human Beings. In the parish dur-
ing the three Masses and in four sub-parishes, after the 
prayer, there was a sharing and a short talk in the local lan-
guage, to make the parishioners aware of this reality. 

During the month of May, month of the Rosary, when the 
small Christian community came to our house, we animated 
the Rosary with testimonies and prayers of the Way of the 
Cross with victims of trafficking. We linked each mystery to a 
reality of human trafficking, with an intention. 

With the migrants we do some prevention. When during our 
visits, or with people who visit us, we encounter unemployed 
or exploited young persons who want to leave the country, 
we explain to them some possible opportunities to improve 
their situation. We do this with the young women of the 
"come and see" camp. 

Bunamwaya commmunity (Uganda)   

Kinshasa communities of M.Afr and MSOLA  



 

 

REPORT OF THE JPIC-ED NETWORK  
In view of the Enlarged Council (EC) meeting,  the JPIC-ED 
animators did an evaluation of the activities of the communi-
ties in this field as well as  of the functioning of the Network. 
The Coordinator compiled the reports and presented them 
to the EC. Here is  part of the summary. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
There is a strong commitment of sisters and communities to 
the different Apostolic Orientations, despite their other com-
mitments. 

MSOLA’s are deeply involved in encounter  and inter-
religious and intercultural dialogue (64% of the communi-
ties). In the EurAmerican and Maghreb countries, most com-
munities are engaged in this orientation. A number of sisters 
are members of interdenominational and intercultural asso-
ciations where they have responsibilities and live the dia-
logue of life with people of other religions. In the Maghreb, 
in recent years, interreligious dialogue, although still strong, 
has expanded to include meeting other cultures (to open 
local populations to the sub-Saharan populations present in 
their environment). In sub-Saharan African countries, the 
interreligious aspect is hardly present (except in Burkina 
Faso), but the intercultural aspect is often present. The Sis-
ters' awareness of the importance of Dialogue and Encoun-
ter is growing, as evidenced by the presence of our sisters at 
interreligious events in Canada, USA and the Maghreb. Rais-
ing awareness in society and the Church of the importance of 
this dialogue of life in order to be able to live together and 
build a peaceful society, is one of the tasks and one of the 
fruits of this commitment. 

There is a strong commitment of sisters with migrants 
through associations in EurAmerica, and through Caritas in 
the Maghreb. Two MSOLA communities in Europe have 
hosted refugees for a long time. Many efforts are devoted to 
migrant/refugee accompaniment through language teaching, 
help with obtaining residence permits and assistance for 
integration    

The struggle against human trafficking (THB) is a new issue 
in the congregation (although our sisters in Ghana and the 
Netherlands have been involved in the past). Much has been 
done in recent years (49% of communities have done some-
thing to fight against THB). The sisters have been formed 
through reading and watching videos, in order to get infor-
mation and training about this reality and pass this knowl-
edge on to others. They have even given training. A great 
awareness has taken place in society and in the Church on 
this issue, often on the occasion of the feast of St. Bakhita, 
February 8, but also on other occasions. Thus, some young 
people abandoned their migration project and decided to 
stay in their country. The Way of the Cross with the victims of 
trafficking  has been greatly appreciated and spread widely. 
Some sisters accompany the victims, some of whom opt for 
freedom. What is new is that when they start working on this 
issue, the sisters do not do it as a MSOLA project, but seek to 
involve other congregations and lay people in order to form 
a larger group. 

In many communities, mostly in Africa, the sisters have 
opted for a lifestyle that consumes less energy and water. 
They refuse plastic bags, and even any plastic, replace char-
coal with briquettes, grow organic gardens, make compost, 
eat fresh and local food, use public transport instead of the 

car, separate the waste for recycling, all with the aim of re-
ducing the ecological impact. In some communities of 
EurAmerica, sisters are engaged in the campaign of disinvest-
ment in fossil fuels and in other ecological campaigns. 

In 25% of the communities, the sisters are involved with 
people of the peripheries. Most of them do so in organiza-
tions that meet the basic needs of the underprivileged: 
homeless, Roma, poor, migrants, HIV patients, persons ac-
cused of witchcraft, street children, albinos, the mentally 
handicapped. Other sisters visit and listen to them in associa-
tions that welcome them or they visit prisons and hospitals. 
Some sisters advocate and lobby to change the situation: 
prisoners in Bukavu, displaced persons in Kanengo (DRC), 
improving conditions for street children in Lilongwe. 

Some MSOLA are engaged in other aspects of JPIC, such as 
peace, conflict resolution, natural resource exploitation 
(mining, land grabbing), waste management, tax havens, 
corporate governance, military spending, against weapons. 
Working with associations /organizations, they receive for-
mation in how to advocate and lobby for these issues. 

Some sisters advocate at the local level on human rights is-
sues: in Bukavu-Kadutu, thanks to the complaint lodged by 
the sisters at the Health Center, the prices of hospitalization 
and the care provided were posted.  

Others do it on national and international levels on other 
issues, often within the framework of an organization 
(ATTAC, AEFJN, AFJN). The congregation is a member of the 
Africa Europe Faith and Justice Network (AEFJN), a sister is a 
member of the executive and two sisters are engaged in the 
national branches. Other communities collaborate with JP 
diocesan or parish groups and support them in their forma-
tion. 

There is good collaboration between the MSOLA and MAfr 
JPIC-ED coordinators for the producing of documents. The 
Advent Retreat "We are all Migrants" and the "Way of the 
Cross with the Victims of Trafficking in Human Beings" were 
greatly appreciated. The two coordinators encourage broth-
ers and sisters to collaborate with other religious in their 
commitments with migrants and against human trafficking, 
instead of doing it alone. The JPIC-ED newsletter and the 
documents sent by the coordinator were very much appreci-
ated. 

CHALLENGES AND DIFFICULTIES 
In the complex situation of migration and the poor quality of 
information, it is necessary to be well informed and have 
arguments to dismantle the "false information" transmitted 
by politicians and the media. The attitude towards migrants 
in EurAmerica, in the Maghreb countries and even in other 
African countries is an invitation for the MSOLA to redouble 
their efforts to make society and the Church aware of the 
importance of different cultures and religions living together, 
and to deepen the Bible to see what it tells us about just atti-
tudes towards strangers. 

The return to many traditional practices among Africans of 
all social classes and religions, including Christians, even 
those of EurAmerica, is a challenge for us MSOLA’s who 
are"sent to African peoples, wherever they are, to work in 
view of a dialogue with traditional African religions " which 
is not being done at the moment. 

Trafficking in human beings is very complex and it is neces-
sary to know the different faces, situations and legal aspects. 
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 To eradicate it, to work with all the stakeholders is essential 
so as to situate it in its real scope and not only in its local 
aspect. It is important to know certain elements so as to de-
tect victims of human trafficking. 

Some sisters find it difficult to find the thread that connects 
their apostolic commitment with their JPIC-ED commitment. 

In the current situation of looting the Earth, with all its dan-
gers, the commitment to a change of lifestyle is essential.  
But  to heal the Earth and all it contains, starting with human 
beings, we must do a lot more. 

CHANGING OUR LIFE STYLE 
Bunamwaya (Uganda). They pay attention to the use of pa-
per, water and electricity. They separate waste (plastic pa-
per, and paper organic waste). 

Hydra (Algeria). They collect plastic bottles for recycling. 
They favor fresh fruit and vegetables in season instead of 
canned food; they change their neons to energy-saving light 
bulbs.  Give time to make our living environment enjoyable 
for us and those we welcome: reorganize community spaces 
to showcase old art objects and paintings by our sister Ghis-
laine; eliminate old and damaged objects; garden mainte-
nance. 

Ottawa (Canada). They go for errands on Wednesday when 
the bus is free. When going to the different events (on Jus-
tice and Peace) they carpool with other Sisters involved in 
JPIC. They also carpool when going to Quebec or Montreal. 
They only get reusable plastic bags, greener than the con-
ventional ones. They shop for second hand  clothes in good 
condition. They use "envirologic" toilet paper, (safe for use in 
septic systems). Responsible use of water and electricity [put 
lights off when going out of a room, (except for neons)]. 
Composting coffee grounds as fertilizer for lawn or house 
plants. 

Nouakchott (Mauritania). Reduce our waste by refusing to 
take plastic bags or what has too much wrapping paper. We 
use our cars less, and we walk or take a common taxi to the 
church or the city. We help each other to lead a healthier 
and more balanced life. 

Bobo Dioulasso (Burkina Faso). Avoid buying canned foods 
and use local products (food, toiletries). Use bags made of 
fabric  for our purchases to avoid plastic. Separate the waste 
in our communities. Recycle bags, plastics and cartons. De-
crease the use of coal. Decrease the use of plastic. 

Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso). Garbage sorting. Refusal to 
accept plastic bags. 

La Marsa (Tunisia). They are part of an association for the 
recycling of household waste that is collected. On Tuesdays 
the truck goes to collect boxes and plastics to recycle. 

Malindi (Kenya). They have enlarged the garden to grow 
vegetables for consumption in the Center, with a view to 
quality food for all (children and staff). They make compost 
so as to avoid use of chemicals in the garden. They planted 
fruit trees and flowers to live in a more beautiful and cool 
environment and produce fruit for those living at the center. 
They separate organic materials for compost and metal con-
tainers for recycling. 

Lilongwe (Malawi). We decided to implement Laudato Si 
because we became more aware of the important relation-
ship between us and the planet. We added fruit trees in the  

garden. We compost to enrich the soil and rotate crops. We 
eat our own fruits and vegetables. In Tikondane briquettes 
are used for cooking meals. The sisters participate in collect-
ing paper from the parishes, private individuals and busi-
nesses to make the briquettes. 

Butare (Rwanda). Despite being more economical, we have 
stopped using coal for cooking. Instead of coal we use up-
rooted and dried banana tree stumps that we used to throw 
away. We are seeking access to fuel from waste, processed 
by a factory in Kigali. We plan to cut down 2 old fruit trees, 
we have already planted 5 more. We take care not to waste 
water and electricity, and we collect rainwater. We seek to 
respect the country's guidelines: do not empty garbage cans 
in the wild; do not throw away what can still be used by 
someone or for something. We are careful to make our gar-
den profitable, and to manage its produce in a responsible 
way. 

Arusha (Tanzania). We separate organic waste from waste 
that can be burned for recycling in a center for handicapped 
people. In our purchases we refuse plastic bags. 

Winooski (USA). They are careful to recycle in response to 
the call of Pope Francis. They try to reduce the use of plas-
tics. 

Neunkirchen (Germany).  They separate plastic, paper and 
organic substances. They collect plastic stoppers for a project 
for crippled children. 

Karlsruhe (Germany). The community is attentive to the 
environment. They use public transport instead of the car. 
They buy some Fairtrade products, and as far as possible 
they avoid packaging and plastics and are careful in using 
water. 

Cabanillas (Spain). They are committed to reduce water con-
sumption. 

TOWARDS AN ECOLOGICAL CONVERSION 
To save the planet we have to restore ecological balance  
and to live the ecological conversion of which Pope Francis 
speaks in Laudato Si.  Each of us is called to strengthen her/
his ecological commitment in various ways together: Change 
our  lifestyle by reducing our consumption in all its aspects. 
This can be accompanied by information and training to get 
inspiration from what  is done elsewhere. We can join with 
other groups to experiment with various alternatives to 
solve concrete problems from a global perspective in view of 
restoring the health of our  planet. Ecological conversion 
requires a change of mentality: we must realize  that we de-
pend on all other creatures of nature: we are inter-
dependent, therefore we are not above nature to exploit it, 
we are rather an integral part of nature. This implies a 
change in my way of perceiving God, the Creator of every-
thing and everyone, who wants the life of all ... If God’s crea-
tion  through evolution always goes towards more life for all, 
this means that God wants life for all, and therefore  we too 

must go in that direction.    

Ecological Footprint Ecological Footprint 
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Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa  
Viale Trenta Aprile 15 - 00153 ROME (Italie) 

ww.msolafrica.org 
msolajpiced.wordpress.com    

 WITH THE MIGRANTS IN KARLSRUHE 
Kordula Weber shares with us: 

At Karlsruhe Central Station with 
Caritas (Catholic) and Diaconia 
(Protestant), I accompany asy-
lum seekers who are transferred 
to other parts of Germany. I ex-
plain to them in French, English 
or Arabic, the way by train and I 
accompany them to the train, 
offer them coffee or tea and an-
swer their questions. 

With the association Freundesk-
reis Asyl (Circle of Friends for 
Asylum Seekers), I host a gather-

ing one evening each week with coffee, tea, music and games 
for asylum seekers in their first place of registration. There, 
women with small children can relax, talk to each other and 
consult a social worker when needed. They live in a collective 
house, for lack of housing. I help two Syrian families to learn 
the German language and facilitate their integration. We are 
also acquainted with associations, NGOs and individuals in-
volved with refugees in different places and working for Mus-
lim-Christian encounter. We also attend sessions and training 
days organized by specialists. 

Flora Ridder shares with us: 

I am the referral person for the pastoral care of refugees in 
the deanery of Karlsruhe. My first activity was to get to know 
the situation of refugees: the asylum procedure; Islam; ra-
cism ; how to teach German to refugees, etc. We get to know 
the groups that support refugees, their functioning and  activi-
ties, in order to find possibilities for collaboration. We also 
discover what is happening at the level of interreligious dia-
logue. Some organizations already know us and invite us to 
certain activities. We learn from them. 

We also follow an ongoing fomation: 
sessions in the archdiocese: "Learning 
again how to be Christian through 
meeting with refugees and migrants"; 
training for volunteers working  with 
refugees. All this allows us to better 
understand the situation. 

We have contacted refugees /asylum 
seekers to learn more about their real-
ity. I give individual German lessons  to 
family members in a shelter for asylum 
seekers and in a cafe for refugees. In 
the first reception center of the Red 
Cross for vulnerable persons, I am the 
sponsor of a mother with a handi-
capped child. I also accompany displaced people from the city 
of Heidelberg to a first reception center in Karlsruhe. We have 
created relationships; we have learned how reception centers 
work, and we know the situation of refugees better. 

I regularly meet the two other people employed by the arch-
diocese as referral persons  for the pastoral care of refugees in 
order to create a network between us, to examine the differ-
ent areas of our work together and to extend the network to 
the pastoral agents of the deanery. 

Karlsruhe community (Germany)  

DEFENDING THE DIGNITY OF THE PERSON 
In recent years the population of Mbobero located 15 km 
from Bukavu, suffers from the injustice of those in power. 
More than 300 families have been dislodged and their houses 
destroyed ... Today these families are housed by other families 
or in a tent ... All local authorities have been informed! 

We are in contact with the group "Force Vive of the South Kivu 
Civil Society" for the cause of Mbobero. 

The members of USUMA / ASUMA Bukavu have been in-
formed, so that religious can commit themselves to work for 
respect of the dignity of all those families who have been de-
prived of their homes. We continue the process with persons 
of good will.  

In the prison, there is overcrowding, with 1745 prisoners in a 
prison for 500 people. On the side of women and young peo-
ple things are better, but on the side of adult men it is diffi-
cult.. Overcrowding increases violence. At the moment I can 
safely enter the prison and the prisoners respect me, but the 
risk is great. We had a meeting with the prison authorities to 
talk about this overcrowded situation ... which contributes to 
hunger, disease and other ills.  

Pilar Delgado-Bukavu (DR Congo) 

IN THE SENIOR CENTRE  

I give a service of a few hours in the Senior Centre where 18 of 
our sisters are cared for almost every afternoon. 

Every week for the last two years I have accompanied, with all 
that this implies, a young family from Syria / Iraq, with a little 
baby of nine months. 

Once a week, I go to the "Café Welcome", where for the 
fourth year we meet refugees and asylum seekers. We are a 
team of about 20 volunteers, who organize and animate this 
weekly meeting with more than 50 "guests" from Syria, Af-
ghanistan, Iran, Iraq and various African countries. 

Since joining the diocesan CARITAS as a volunteer, I am regu-
larly invited to participate in the activities of their ongoing 
formation on topics related to JPIC.  

All this fills my days and often I reach my own "borders or pe-
ripheries". 

Hildegard Nagel, Trier (Germany)   

SOWING HOPE FOR THE PLANET 
This UISG campaign invites us to think 
more deeply about Laudato Si and how 
to make the message of Pope Francis a 
reality, both personally and in our com-
munities. 
We will continue to keep you informed 
of the different ways in which you can 
actively participate. Most upcoming 
events will be listed on the JPIC-ED web-
site. 
https://msolajpiced.wordpress.com/
ecology/info-ecology/    

internet de JPIC-ED:  
https://msolajpiced.wordpress.com/ecology/info-ecology/  

Begoña Iñarra— Coordinatrice JPIC-ED  
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