
 

 

ADVOCACY FOR THE KAYEYEI 
The Major Superiors Conference of Ghana invited me to talk about Talithakum and hu-
man trafficking at their meeting. Interested by the talk, they invited Prosperine and me 
to stay at the workshop on advocacy from 7th to 11th October, 2017. 

The workshop on “African Just Governance and Common Good: Women Religious called 
to advance the mission of Christ in Africa” was animated by the director and a Sister 
from the US ‘Africa Faith and Justice Network’ (AFJN) of which the MSOLA are mem-
bers. The aim was to spearhead the commitment of religious women for justice, en-
couraging them to unite as one group to work together for change.  

Action for change is needed because, although Africa is the richest continent, most of 
its people live in poverty, as a result of bad governance. African leaders abuse the rights 
of their citizens by selling their heritage for a bowl of soup. Thus, working for justice, 
which springs from Catholic Social Teaching, with its three components of justice, hu-
man rights and the common good, is an integral part of salvation. As Catholics, we are 
to work to change unjust structures, to build a more just society, thinking and living like 
Jesus, since where there is no justice, there is no peace. Work for justice aims at all per-
sons meeting their basic needs so that no one depends on charity, because charity 
without justice is false. However, there is fear about addressing the root causes of 
structural injustice, as 
it requires stepping 
back and looking at 
our own society for 
answers.  

There are three bases 
for advocacy: 

1. Scriptures: Abra-
ham interceded for 
Sodom and Gomorrah 
(Gen 18:16-32; the im-
portunate friend 
pleads for one in need 
(Lk 11:5-13) etc. 

2. Catholic Social 
Teaching: The Synod of 
Bishops in 1971 declared: “Action on behalf of justice and participation in the transfor-
mation of the world appears to us to be a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the 
gospel or, in other words, of the Church's mission for the redemption of the human race 
and its liberation from every oppressive situation”. 

3. Fact-finding: Finding out all the necessary facts in view of taking an action. 

After the input, we went through the different steps needed in order to take action.   
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Step 3: We identified three key persons [the Asantehene (the Ashanti King), the 
Ashanti Regional Minister and the Ashanti Metropolitan Chief Executive] to hear our 
grievances and ask them to act.  

Step 4: We wrote a letter to each of them specifying the action we wanted each one of 
them to take to bring a lasting solution to the Kayayei phenomenon in Kumasi Me-
tropolis.  

Step 5. Two buses full of Sisters and journalists went to meet each of them and deliver 
our letter to them. Unfortunately, we could not meet any of them as they were not 
available. While waiting in the Asantehene compound, the journalist interviewed 
some Sisters, and this interview was aired on the radio and on television. Though the 
Asantehene was not there, we met one of his wives who told us that we should have 
passed this issue through them. We met the regional minister on 
his way out to attend an unforeseen duty. He promised to commu-
nicate with us later. Though we knew that the third person was 
not there, we went to leave our letter.  

Step 6: We went to meet and talk with the Kayayei girls to under-
stand better what brought them there. We arrived at break time 
at one of their meeting places. We were surprised to see such a 
number, yet we were told that was just the tip of the iceberg. 
Some of them were only 9 or 10 years old! Some, having com-
pleted secondary schoo,l were there to get money to continue 
studying. Many children were there as a result of being raped. 
What a shock to discover that these Kayayei are not only Da-
gomba girls, but many come even from Upper West and Upper 
East Regions. What a big surprise to discover one of my relatives 
among the Kayahei girls! 

After these visits, we evaluated our experience. It was a very chal-
lenging and inspiring exercise.  

Maamalifar M. Poreku,  
community of Nairobi (Kenya)  

AWARENESS ON TRAFFICKING 
Together with the Missionaries of Africa, we visited the parishes of Savelugu and 
Nyankpala, in the Archdiocese of Tamale and in the diocese of Bolgatanga, to create 
awareness on the Trafficking of Human Beings. 

Fr. Clément M. Afr. introduced the subject and Anna Nduku spoke about trafficking, a 
reality that the people of Ghana don’t know about. However, trafficking for economic 
purposes is very present in the country. The victims, most of whom are children and 
young women, are exposed to sexual exploitation and forced labour. The participants 
were very touched and ready to share with others about what they had heard on 
modern slavery. 

In Bolgatanga, Mamaalifar Poreku, who was on leave, gave a talk to young people on 
the same subject. It was magnificent! They listened attentively and asked lots of ques-
tions. A video showed them the path of migrants to Europe via Libya. Despite the 
many dangers, the migrants interviewed were determined to reach the 'promised 
land'. Mamaalifar called on the assembly to take concrete action against the Traffick-
ing in Human Beings. 

Community of Gumo (Ghana)   
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WELCOMING WOMEN IN DIFFICULTY 
While waiting for my visa for Algeria, I work as a volunteer in Pan-Bila Center ('little power' in 
Moore) which hosts girls in difficulty. The director of the centre is a pastor of the Church of 
the Assembly of God. At first, I had the impression that I was doing nothing, but little by little 
I discovered their great need and I felt called to answer them by listening to their heart and 
giving them tenderness. 

The paths and profiles of the young girls are very different. 

Expelled from the family because of an unwanted pregnancy: In Mossi culture, if a girl who is 
living with her parents becomes pregnant, she is banned from the family and no relative 
should welcome her. Having no place to go, she goes to the street where she is exposed to all 
dangers. 

Victim of human trafficking: Often they are foreigners: Nigerian, Malian, Togolese, Gabonese, 
and even Burkinabe. Traffickers' networks promise the girls a job and provide them with false 
documents to cross borders. However, when they arrive on the spot, they are forced to pros-
titute themselves and if they dare to protest, they are beaten, sometimes even to death. One 
said, "I did it against my own will. I saw how my sister was treated. I was scared and I gave 
up. Men force us to 
sleep with them, as 
they want... I do not 
feel like a human being 
anymore ... " It is piti-
ful! 

Offered work as ser-
vants:  Arriving at the 
boss's house, they are 
forced to do household 
chores often exceeding 
their own strength. If 
they don’t do the 
work, they are hit like a snake. Their salary is shared with the person who sent them so the 
girl does the work but does not receive the agreed salary ... What an injustice! 

Victims of social abuse: Often they are motherless girls whose dad has married another 
woman who mistreats them, or  their guardian mistreats them. When the girl can’t bear it 
any longer, she runs away and takes refuge in the street. 

Forced marriage or sexual assault by a parent: Some girls are forced to marry a man they did 
not choose and they don’t want to, so they run away from home. Others have been sexually 
abused by their father. One said to me, "I do not trust my father anymore. Since my mother 
died, he took me as his wife. A 12 or 13 year old girl does everything her father asks her to 
do! He made me think it was normal. Thanks to my friends, I knew it was not good, so I ran 
away to my aunt's house, but my father came to pick me up. When I became aware of what I 
had become at my age, I ran away. I don’t want to see him anymore! I went to the street 
where he could not find me and pick me up again. I slept under the trucks... " 

The girls arrive at Pan-Bila wrecked! They are sent there by people working at the "Keoogo" 
Center, whose members go out on the street to meet the girls. In agreement with the police, 
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they guide them towards Centres like Pan-bila. After the time needed for the girl to recover, 
Keoogo takes them back to their home country and helps them to reintegrate into their fami-
lies. Those who were expelled because of pregnancy, are helped in the process of recognition 
of the paternity, followed by reconciliation with the family. 

Mrs. Martine, the psychologist who accompanies the girls, entrusts some of them to me, to 
listen to them and write their story in their file. The first meeting is very delicate. 

Silence and respect help to create a climate of trust. Each one is a holy ground! I welcome her 
in her whole being. As we evolve together, they open up and, not feeling judged, they trust 
me. I invite them to take the path of forgiveness to themselves and to those who hurt them. 
Despite everything, they need to feel loved. My presence reassures them and helps them to 
trust others and to value themselves. 

Their day begins with the explanation of the Word of God by the pastor. All must participate, 
no matter what  their religion or belief is. The majority of girls are Muslims, with some Catho-
lics, Protestants and followers of Traditional Religion. 

As activities, they have basic courses in cooking and literacy, and previously they had sewing 
and soap-making, but these are suspended at the moment. The Keoogo Center supports the 
schooling of a few girls. We give talks on the important points of the Center's rules and en-
courage them to keep their rooms tidy and clean and to take care of their children. 

Most, especially the youngest (13 and 14 years old) do not accept their children, because 
they are the result of violence which has been done to them, and they have a hard time car-
ing for them and giving them their love. Sometimes they isolate themselves and do not want 
to talk to anyone. I respect their freedom. When they feel better, they come to talk. 

 I admire the way they live solidarity. When they first arrive at the Center, they only see their 
problem, but when meeting others with similar or different problems, they get closer to each 
other. Even their misunderstandings do not break their mutual support. When a woman or 
her child is sick, they appoint one to accompany her to the hospital. Their solidarity touched 
me deeply on the death of a pregnant girl: her last words before giving her soul to God was: 
"You will tell all the girls in the Center that I love them." Even on her death-bed, after having 
suffered so much, her message of hope was love; she was not indifferent or insensitive to 
what the other were living. I was in awe!  

What a difference when I compare their radiant faces after some weeks with the way they 
looked when they arrived. I rejoice with them and thank God for his wonders in each of his 
beloved children. Once I have won their trust, it makes me happy to contemplate their life. I 
see the image of Jesus Christ living in them and I understand that suffering has no power over 
the person. Deeper than the wounds in a bleeding heart there is a hope of life that is the key 
to open even closed and rusty hearts... It is the risen Christ I contemplate in these girls with 
their attitudes, characters and sensitivities. 

It gave me great joy that the leaders of NOUA entity came to the Centerto greet the staff and 
the girls. In this periphery, I give and receive plenty and I learn a lot about intercultural living 
and the 'all to all'. This apostolic experience has opened the horizons of my heart and ener-
gized me to go further. 

Angel Riziki Aganze,  
Community of Ghardaïa (Algeria)    
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AT 'THE FIELDS OF BOAZ' 
When I returned to France, I discovered that the Association ‘The Fields of Boaz’, founded by 
Religious, needed volunteers to help and accompany single women, who are asylum seekers, 
in the process of regularization and integration. I am involved with some fifteen volunteers, 
young retired persons and Religious of different Congregations. What unites us are the val-
ues in our approach to women: discretion, empathy without maternalism, and faithful sup-
port, despite the vagaries of their difficult journey to obtain their refugee status in France. 
We are enriched by their courage and helped by the joy they express. 

I was attracted by the overwhelming presence of women from sub-Saharan Africa: "What a 
joy to be able to address them in their own language!» 

A nurse, who escaped death in her country and has obtained the protection of France, now 
encourages other women to remain confident even when she feels the fear of those she 
meets: "I feel bad when people criticize the help these women receive and see them only as 
migrant persons who are taking something away from the French. Fear is the ‘ogre’ that lies 
behind that attitude."  As for me, I have had the opportunity to experience what it means to 
be a ‘migrant’ in Africa and to have been filled by the riches of the encounter. How my eyes 
smile and what a smiling response I receive when I meet Africans by chance in the Parisian 
subways! This is the enrichment that we can miss if we barricade ourselves in, with the lock 
of fear...!  

The ‘Fields of Boaz’ offers welcome to 
these women and personalized support in 
the long term. Women who wish to do so, 
can have one-to-one interviews to assess 
their needs and expectations; these en-
counters promote fraternal and lasting re-
lationships and help them to regain hope. 
Accompaniment helps them to follow the 
steps necessary for social and medical help 
and housing, and to complete their migra-
tion narrative, which is necessary in order 
to receive political asylum. 

There are also support groups, to get to know each other better, to share experiences and to 
give mutual support in a climate of trust and solidarity. 

Various workshops allow women to integrate little by little into life in France, while cultural 
outings allow them to discover the rich heritage of Paris and its surroundings. Some of the 
activities have been created on the initiative of the women themselves and allow them to 
develop their talents. 

One of the most important things we offer is temporary accommodation. 

Nicole Robion, Community of Sceaux (France)  

ON THE MIGRANTS' PATH 
We did the recollection "We are all migrants" with our Brothers the Missionaries of Africa 
from Ouargla, Ghardaia, and the SIC Sisters. Bishop John McWilliam animated this day of 
prayer and fraternal sharing. We felt challenged by the verbs: welcome, protect, promote 
and integrate. The question arising from our sharing was: What can be our joint participation 
as White Fathers and White Sisters to help these migrants in this their place of passage? 

Community of Ghardaia (Algeria)  
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MIGRATION: GOD WITH US 
The Lavigerie community of Flora Ridder, Kordula Weber, Otto Mayer and Helmut Revers 
(missionaries of Africa) started  2nd October 2017 in Karlsruhe, Germany, for an apostolate 
with asylum seekers and opening our house to interreligious and intercultural meetings. 

Professor Tobias Keßler's lec-
tures on "Migration as God's 
way with us" helped us to 
learn to be Christians in 
touch with migrants and asy-
lum seekers. A training ses-
sion linking theological and 
pastoral reflection allowed us 
to discuss on commitments 
and experiences with those 
who are seeking asylum. 
Genesis 11: 1-9, the Tower of 
Babel expresses oppression 

and shows that the confusion of tongues is an expression of liberation, freedom of opinion, 
and a blessing as diversity; it is not a punishment but an element to which the Bible gives 
witness constantly. 

The diversity that foreigners bring to Germany is not always appreciated. Some see it as a 
threat and react with fear, racism and rejection. Asylum seekers are being abused and their 
working illegally for little money arouses jealousy and resentment. 

Despite these tensions, more than 5,000 full-time professionals and 100,000 volunteers are 
committed to meet and accompany these people. Living together with people of different 
nationalities, cultures and religions has become a reality which, unfortunately, is not ac-
cepted by part of the population. 

The session allowed me to broaden my vision. Work with asylum seekers is demanding. 
While there are disappointments and profiteers, we must take a stand against those who 
put barriers to successful integration. It is up to us to dismantle the false information that 
circulates. The strength we need comes from meeting those who suffer. They bring faith, 
hope, love and generosity and give us time, a precious gift in our 'high speed' way of life. 
They expose our fragilities, insecurities, vulnerabilities and dependencies. These people in 
their diversity are a great wealth. It is up to us to build together with them the society of 
tomorrow. 

The protection of people fleeing a country and seeking asylum stems from Christian ethics 
and from our law on human rights. Everyone has the right to be respected in his or her dig-
nity and to have a fair judgment, which is not often the case, as in Germany each region 
judges according to different criteria. It is up to us to take a stand and make possible that 
mercy and justice remain the basis of a culture of welcome and recognition. 

The Kingdom of God is justice, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Come, Lord, and open to us 
the gates of the Kingdom. 

Kordula WEBER,  
Community of Karlsruhe (Germany)  
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"SHARING THE ROAD" IN MELASSINE 
In September, Pope Francis inaugurated the 'Share the Road' migration campaign of Caritas 
International. 

In October, about twenty women from the popular district of Melassine, in the suburbs of 
Tunis, celebrated 'Sharing the Road' with some fifteen migrant and refugee women from 
Côte d'Ivoire, Cameroon, Congo and Syria.. 

Animated by the desire to meet and to know each other, they took time to look, listen and 
talk to each other, to laugh together and to taste the dishes prepared by each one, according 
to the culinary art of their country. 

Three of them, in all simplicity, shared the story of their painful migration road, which pro-
foundly moved those who were present. 

The women of Melassine said: "I didn’t know that foreigners were living such sad things here 
in my country;" "I saw young black women in the street, but I thought they were students;" 
"Finally, we have a lot in common ... We also live such hard things here ... we are migrants in 
our own country!" 

Migrant women 
said, "The experi-
ence of 'sharing 
the road' has shat-
tered our preju-
dices. Not every-
one is racist to-
wards foreigner;.” 
"The lives of 
women are the 
same everywhere, 
here too they suf-
fer;” “We should repeat this beautiful experience: sharing our stories, exchanging our recipes. 
I would like to learn recipes to open a Tunisian restaurant at home!” 

The Archbishop of Tunisia, Bishop Illario, attended the meeting and expressed his gratitude 
to Caritas Tunisia and the IOM for organizing it. He emphasized the patience, courage and 
perseverance of women's love, despite the trials of life, while exhorting them to remain 
strong and determined in educating their children, who are tomorrow’s society. His presence 
alongside these women and the Caritas team meant the desire to work together to build 
new relationships between migrants / refugees and local communities. 

The link between the migrants / refugees, the women of Melassine and all present was sym-
bolized by a rainbow-coloured thread that each participant held to signify his or her desire to 
build new relationships and break down the barriers and prejudices that risk separating us. 
Together, we extended our open hands, as a sign of recognition and sharing of our common 
humanity. 

This experience of "sharing the road" increased hope and trust between groups who had 
seen each other without really looking at each other, and who had heard without listening to 
each other. It was a training to open our hearts and change our perceptions, and to work so 
that, confronting  the current indifference and rejection of the others who are different, peo-
ple who are in the situation of being migrants and refugees may be treated with humanity. 

Speciosa Mukagatare,  
La Marsa Community (Tunisia)   
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 INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE IN ORAN 

The Christian Association of the Mediterranean came from Marseille to Oran to share the con-
ference "Words of Algeria" which took place in France last summer. About 150 people partici-
pated in Oran and the Algerians who had spoken in the conference in Marseille also spoke 
here. Among the speakers who came from Oran, there was the writer Maïssa Bey, socio-
demographer and former director of the cinematheque, with whom we collaborate to organize 
cultural activities. The assembly was invited to continue the debate on the Algerian reality. 
People spoke about how the European media presents the country, the political speeches that 
stir up fear, the ignorance expressed  that creates fear of differences, etc. These exchanges 
highlighted the strong tensions between believers of different religions in our societies, but 
fortunately the desire to build our human relationships on what unites us as human beings 
was also expressed. 

After a snack, everyone was invited to the common prayer. Despite the late hour, about fifty 
people gathered near the tomb of Pierre Claverie. We listened to Claverie's texts on encounter-
ing the other and also those of Sheikh Bentunes of the Alawite zawiya, followed by a recitation 
of the Qur'an and a song in Hebrew. After some spontaneous prayers, the Muslims recited the 
Fatiha (first surah of the Koran) and the Christians the Our Father, while holding hands. This 
time of prayer brought peace to our hearts and many people expressed the wish to gather 
more often to share and pray together. 

Community of Oran  

AWARENESS OF TRAFFICKING 
At the end of November, the community participated in the Thalita Kum meeting to reflect on 
how to create awareness on human trafficking in Bobo. 

The postulants, with Mariette Macozi, came to Bobo to follow the session on Justice, Peace, 
Integrity of Creation, Encounter Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogue animated by Begoña 
Iñarra. 

While the participants of the session were visiting people, Begoña and Angela met with about 
forty Catholic women in the parish for awareness-raising on human trafficking. The women 
were touched by the film they were shown and they discussed similar situations in their sur-
roundings. One of them insisted 
on the duty to protect children 
and not to be silent when viola-
tions of rights occur nearby. Be-
goña also visited the novitiate of 
the Missionaries of Africa to cre-
ate awareness on the reality of 
trafficking.  

On Sunday afternoon, we welcomed a small group of Religious and lay people to raise aware-
ness about JPIC-RD and human trafficking. They were very touched and determined to fight 
against it. We hope they will reinforce the new group of Thalita Kum in Bobo. 

On November 25th, the eve of the anniversary of Lavigerie's death, the Missionaries of Africa 
invited us to their novitiate for Eucharist, dinner and a show on Lavigerie's efforts to stop the 
slavery of his time and the current commitment of the Lavigerie family in the fight against 
modern slavery. 

Angela Kapitingana, community of Bobo Dioulasso  (Burkina Faso)  
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