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MEETING PEOPLE WHO ARE DIFFERENT IS WORTHWHILE 
From 12 to 20 August, the "School of Difference" Session brought together from all over Algeria 26 
people from 10 nationalities. Muslims and Christians, we formed a family bound together by broth-
erly love. With an open heart we participated in the themes of the day and the housework: washing 
dishes, peeling vegetables, table service etc. I experienced that "Man or woman, Muslim, Christian or 
believer according to his/her religion, humans, we are ONE by our values, needs and desires and God 

is also ONE through His 
Love for Humanity." 

I feel like I've tasted 
Paradise! In our school, 
universal love reigned. 
We called it "borderless" 
because our relationship 
was also borderless. We 
agreed, we accepted one 
another, we laughed. We 
played and danced like 

brothers and sisters. Our differences were the source of amazement and joy. Here are some testimo-
nies of a few Muslims who touched me: 

"This is the first time I meet and I live with Christians! It's good, they're nice people." 

"I dream of a world where Muslims, Christians, Jews, Buddhists ... live together in peace without 
speaking about their religion." 

"God is present in all religions, I can pray in all of them." 

Seeing joy, understanding and unity in our viewpoints about God and the reality of our lives, we dis-
covered that in the School of Difference we were already a seed of the Paradise dreamed of. 

We dealt with the themes of ecology and active non-violence, which touched us and encouraged us 
to live them. Convinced that we are all responsible, each at our own level, for the destruction of na-
ture and the need to commit ourselves to ecology, we were also determined to network. We have 
become aware of several forms of violence in the world and here in Algeria. The speakers helped us. 
Through nonviolent attitudes such as affection, listening, gentleness, collaboration, mutual aid... we 
can heal victims or put an end to the violence that surrounds us. 

The closing of the School of Difference focused on "The Common Word between us" (Christians and 
Muslims): Love of God and neighbour.    

We have discovered that Muslims and Christians have the same mission. Christians express it as "To 
love God with all our heart, with all our strength and with our whole soul, and to love our 
neighbour" (Mt 22: 34-40); the Muslims by "God is absolute, and the adoration consecrated to Him 
must be totally sincere" (Al-Ahzab 33: 4). 

We discovered that God is so creative, that He created religions to be able to reveal Himself to Hu-
mans and lead us through multiple paths. 

May he be blessed our God and Father. For his indescribable greatness characterizes his Beauty, the 
source of our joy. 

Aurélie Dushime, Oran (  Algérie)     



 

 

 UNITED TO ALL THAT EXISTS 

On September 1st, the World Day of Prayer for Creation of the Catholic Church, Begoña in-
vited us to pray for creation and to strengthen our commitment to care for it. Since care of 
creation is one of our apostolic orientations, we made some commitments to live this di-
mension of our vocation. 

Agnes prepared a prayer in which the hymn of creation was followed by a prayer for our land 
and we ended with a Christian Prayer With Creation. We were all deeply touched. At table, 
Finita shared with us what she read about being united to creation and how creation is 
within us and we have the elements of creation in us. When we get angry, it's thunder; when 
we cry it is the rain falling ... Listening to this, each one added something: When we are joy-
ful, it is the beauty of the universe where everything speaks to us of God; when we pray, it is 
nature praising God the Creator; when we have ups and downs, it's the mountains and the 
hills. When we laugh, it is nature that blooms... 

We also took the initiative to care for the court-
yard and the garden in a special way as a com-
munity. Each of us took a little time to weed 
our yard. 

Hélène sent a message to people who enjoyed 
praying with creation and contributing to caring 
for the environment. Lety used this prayer with 
the youth of "the caravan." 

We sort out the garbage bins and avoid using 
plastic bags by refusing them at the market. 

Our little gestures have united us in a special way to live and testify our commitment to crea-
tion. 

Hélène Kavua, Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso)  
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RETURN TO SICILY AFTER HOME-LEAVE IN D.R. CONGO 
At the beginning of September the migrant Center where we go every day was full, with 
more than 300 people, even though many believed that the sea road to Sicily was closed... 
We learned that the big Center of Lampedusa which received most migrants coming by sea 
has not received migrants for awhile. 

European countries have tightened their position vis-à-vis migrants. Agreements have been 
signed to prevent their passage in certain transit countries, pushing the border to enter into 
Europe to the interior of Africa: Niger, Guinea, Chad, etc. Unfortunately malice and greed 
have not lessened. The networks of traffickers have found other sources... In the Maghreb 
countries where young people are waiting to go to Europe, people present themselves as di-

rectors of development 
projects and offer them 
well-paid jobs. Here is a 
concrete example. 

Mustafa, a young law 
graduate fighting torture 
and corruption and op-
posed to the dictatorial 
and oppressive govern-
ment of his country, fled 

to escape death. He found refuge in a Maghreb country. There, he met a gentleman saying 
he owns agricultural projects. Mustafa wanting to leave politics decided to engage in agricul-
ture, as famine is recurrent in his country. The gentleman offered him work on one of his 
farms where he said he experimented with fast growing crops. 

Mustafa accepted the offer and the gentleman took him to the farm, offering him an average 
salary ($400 a month) because he said ‘you will acquire knowledge that will help you in the 
future’. Mustafa left with his heart full of hope. He calculated that after a year he could go 
home and embark on his new career, thus saving his people from starvation. Unfortunately, 
the experimental farm was a large, well-kept prison where he met many other young people 
who were tortured and sold repeatedly. At the end of a long adventure, he arrived in Libya 
where he was kidnapped. They cut off a finger because the family did not give all the money 
asked for his ransom. He arrived in Sicily very traumatized. 

Others to avoid being killed, are forced to torture their companions. Since the market is no 
longer well supplied, several were pushed to enter the network in order to bring to the farm 
their friends remaining in Algeria, Morocco or Tunisia.... As human-traffickers see their in-
comes drop, they do everything to supply the market! The one who refuses to cooperate is 
killed.              

We have chosen to go to the peripheries. Let us commit ourselves to fighting the causes of 
despair that sends so many young people on the road to death. Since armed thieves visited 
my two nieces during my leave, I understood why young people risk 
their lives so much. In a country ruined by violence and misery, 
where every night is a nightmare, one cannot think that there is 
worse elsewhere. To die in bed or on the road, searching a bit of 
peace becomes a sacred duty. When we have nothing to lose, we 
are ready to risk everything. May the Spirit show us the peripheries 
where he is awaiting us today. 

Vicky Ciharhula, Agrigento (Sicily, Italie)  
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WELCOME AT BAKHITA 

I often spend my Tuesdays at Bakhita, the Center for the victims of human trafficking that the 
association 'Liberation of Captives’ in Paris has established in the 'hot district' of Pigalle. 
Three or four employees or volunteers in charge of welcoming the women arrive in advance 
to make the room warmer and prepare coffee and tea.... After 11am the women we met the 
previous week during the tours in the Bois de Vincennes, or the usual ones arrive. Embraces, 
greetings ... The social worker is in great demand and the women patiently wait their turn... 

Beauty arrives with 
Alicha her 6 month 
old very lively baby 
who passes from 
arm to arm, as 
sometimes the 
women miss holding 
a baby! Beauty left 3 
children in Nigeria. 
She has no work, no 
residence permit 
a n d  i s 
'undocumented', so 
considered 'illegal' 
by the French au-
thorities...  Since she 

does not know French, finding a job is an almost impossible task... and she is very determined 
not to go back to prostitution! 

I chat with the women about what they are living, their situation, their papers… or we talk 
about issues that interest them. We exchange about the 
Nigerian and French cultures or discuss something that 
has happened recently… The important thing is to estab-
lish a heart-to-heart relationship that tells the woman she 
is priceless. 

Others start cooking, sometimes Nigerian dishes, very 
much appreciated at meal time where a burst of laughter 
and shouting are part of the menu.  

One of them who just came out of prostitution told us 
“You came to the Woods to meet us, to offer us a hot 
drink ... It was the 1st time that someone here gave me something, paid attention to me...” 
And we know how much that changed her life ... After social, psychological, spiritual accom-
paniment and a lot of suffering and cutting ties, she left prostitution, got her papers and is 
now learning French in order to find a job. 

Begoña Iñarra, Gay Lussac - Paris (France)  
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A RESURRECTION EXPERIENCE  

One morning on my way to work, I met a pregnant young woman lying along a wall with all 
her belongings. The first day I passed by; the second day I found her doing her laundry. I 
took the initiative to greet her and ask her if she was okay. As I approached her, surprisingly 
she opened up to me and she told me her story. She was 8 months pregnant and had been 
sleeping outside for a month. What suffering--exposed to all kinds of dangers! I asked what 
she intended to do; she answered: "Sister, I am looking for a solution"-- a woman full of 
hope. Despite all the suffering, she awaits her baby with much love and affection. When 
she earns a little money, she buys something for her future baby. 

As for me, not knowing what to do I spoke with my community and together we searched 
for a way to help her. My sisters suggested that I contact Mrs. Agnes, with whom I work at 
the Cathedral's Disability Centre. I did that and asked if she knew of a centre where young 
women in difficulty are welcomed. She quickly found one and told me the good news, 
which I immediately shared with my community. I spent two days in vain looking for the 
woman. In fact, she had gone find a little job to have money to eat and buy something for 
her baby. One morning, to my surprise, I found her sitting in the same place. I approached 
and shared with her the good news. What joy! For the first time I saw her smiling, showing 
me with enthusiasm what she had bought for her baby (cream, powder, soap, clothing ...). 

I witnessed a resurrection, seeing a lovely 
smile on the face of this young woman radi-
ant with joy. She told me she was ready to 
go to the centre right away. When Mrs. 
Agnes arrived, the young woman picked up 
her little belongings and we took her to the 
centre "Mercy for All". 

This experience amazed me. Through it I 
made an experience of God who shows 
himself in the little ones. It helped me grow 
in compassion and courage and not remain 
indifferent to the misery of those I meet on 
my way. My faith in the resurrection has 
grown seeing this young woman who after 
this long suffering radiates joy after finding 
a roof and a bed to lie on. May God bless all 
those who allow themselves to be touched 
by the suffering of others, and give them a 
hundredfold. May God also bless my community who supported me.  

Bénédicte Kavira, Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso)  
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  LEARNING ABOUT NON-VIOLENCE 

As we do every year in August, we organized for children aged 7 to 12 the “Open Centre Ses-
sion” with the theme of non-violence. We welcomed 60 children and 25 volunteer leaders 
from 6 nationalities (Algeria, France, Germany, DR Congo and Burundi). 

The regularity and punctuality of the children in the activities and the good atmosphere con-
firmed their love for the Center and the workshops offered to them. They enjoyed the values 
of non-violence learned through theatre (inspired in the works of Gandhi, Martin Luther 
King, Emir Abdelkader and Mandela), and through songs, dances, games, movies, sports, sto-
ries and handicrafts. 

One child gave witness about his understanding of non-violence: With his father looking on, 
a smaller child hit him. The father, seeing that his son did not respond by hitting back, got 
angry and began to scold him. Then the child said to his father: "No dad, I cannot hit him be-
cause here we are taught about non-violence." While apparently not agreeing, the father re-
mained silent because all the children and the animators were present. The rest of the chil-
dren agreed with the boy and the animators were proud of him. 

Parents testified to the joy of their children arriving home 
after the Open Center. They told what they had done dur-
ing the activities. What they shared aroused envy among 
those who did not participate. 

It was also an opportunity for the facilitators, most of 
them teenagers and young people, to meet and discover, 
even if we had to manage some conflicts among them. 

We are happy to have brought joy while conveying the val-
ues of non-violence. 

We praise God for giving us the grace of accomplishing his 
mission.  It is worth meeting one another while being dif-
ferent!  

Aurélie Dushime, Oran (Algérie)  

THE SEASON OF CREATION 

From September 1st to October 4th, feast of St Francis of Assisi, the Christian churches cele-
brated the 'Season of Creation', a time to pray for 
creation and all that it contains, to reflect on the 
ecological situation and to commit ourselves more 
to the care of creation which God has given us and 
to which we belong. 

On the MSOLA JPIC-ED website https://
msolajpiced.wordpress.com/2017/09/28/season-
of-creation/  you will find reflections for each 
week. This can help us unite our faith and our eco-

logical commitment. 

Begoña Iñarra, Paris (France)  
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  CHILD LABOUR AND RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT  
We are all concerned about human trafficking and forced labour in all its forms. I particularly 
welcome our commitments in Africa for children at risk. The investment portfolio of our con-
gregation should increasingly reflect these concrete actions. 

We cannot ignore that 158 million children throughout the world are forced to work, of which 
85 million are employed by companies. In the United States and Canada, we have 1,260 com-
panies importing goods that could come from the work of these children. But how do we know 

if our investment in a particular company is linked 
to a conflict mineral where young children work in 
the mine, or in the armed conflict generated by the 
mining company? 

In Montreal, I collaborate with sisters from other 
religious congregations concerned with responsible 
investment. We try to trace the course of products 
manufactured by our companies. Given the com-
plexity of the chain, and 

the large number of suppliers involved in the manufacturing process, 
there is a great risk that children will work there, even without the 
knowledge of the company. Together, we encourage the social re-
sponsibility of these companies through our shareholder involve-
ment by actively participating (filing shareholder proposals) in the 
Shareholders' Meeting. These companies can play a leading role in 
protecting and promoting the rights of the child, by integrating chil-
dren's rights into their practices. 

Jocelyne Morin, Montréal (Canada)  
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 SIGNING PETITIONS MAY BRING RESULTS 

Victory for many of us who signed the petition against endocrine disruptors!! 

Thanks to the signatures requested by members of the EDC-Free Europe coalition, the European 
Parliament rejected by absolute majority a text from the European Commission that would have 
exposed us to toxic substances from the chemical industry, the famous endocrine disruptor chemi-
cals (EDC). 

A year ago, more than 
60 organizations of 
health professionals, 
cancer prevention, envi-
ronmentalists and 
women's groups, con-
cerned about Endocrine 
Disrupter Chemicals 
(EDC) came together to 
form the EDC Free Euro-
pean Coalition of Public 
Interest. They launched 
a campaign to raise 
public awareness and 
call on EU governments 
and Parliament to reject 
the dangerous proposal 
of the European Com-

mission regarding these endocrine disruptors. The EDCs are artificial chemicals that interfere 
with our body's natural hormones, contributing to cancers, fertility problems, obesity and other 
more serious health problems.  

To be adopted, the scandalous text of the Commission needed only the approval of the European 
Parliament, largely dominated by conservative Euro-Parliamentarians (MEPs) favouring industry.  

Throughout Europe, EDC-Free Europe and the conscientious public have joined the fight so that 
MEPs oppose the Monsanto, Bayer and Cie's license to poison, which would put in danger preg-
nant women and children. The public called their MEPs, made donations to flood them with ad-
vertisements, and more than 315,000 people signed the petition to block the text. 

EDC-Free Europe would never have won this victory to protect the health of all, without the reli-
able support of hundreds of thousands of members like you and me, who mobilized themselves. 

Today we are many to be proud of this victory which will benefit everyone. Thank you! 

Begoña Iñarra, Gay-Lussac, Paris (France)  
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