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MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS "TOGETHER WITH 

MARY" 

Since 2000, in Lebanon there has been a popular movement of pray-
er and fasting in homage to Mary. In 2010, under popular pressure, 
the 25th of March, feast of the Annunciation, became a public holi-
day in Lebanon. Since then, interreligious meetings between Chris-
tians and Muslims mark this day to pay tribute to Mary. This idea 
which originated from Naji Khoury and Mohammad Nokkari of the 
Islamic-Christian Research Group (GRIC) has spread to several cities 
in France, Belgium, Canada and elsewhere.   

 

In Montreal (Canada) 

In the Interfaith Group of Montreal Muslim partners: Sunnis / Shiites / Sufi murides; Baha'i 
friends, Christians of different denominations and Jewish, as well as indigenous people who 
invited us to "inhabit together our Common House... «have met once a month. Fr. Gilles Bar-
rette M.Afr gathered a hundred pastoral diocesan workers to give them a course on Islam. 
They already show greater interest for meeting and dialogue in our multicultural society.  

On May 13, the group 
joined the Pope in Fati-
ma, through the prayer 
"Together with Mary" 
which gathered Muslims 
and Christians around 
Maryam (named 34 
times in the Qur'an), in 
the Lebanese-Canadian 
Islamic Center. Some fifty 
participants, among 
them the feminists of 

Maria'M dialogue group, Samia Amor, who presented herself not as a Sunni but as an 
"Abrahamite", alongside with Bulgarian Orthodox Denitsa Tsvetkova and Imam Sayed Nabil 
Abbas of Shi'ite tradition but presenting himself as just a "human"... denouncing the terror-
ism of sellers of oil-smelling weapons, playing on religious extremism. Two Amerindians: 
one welcoming us on the Territory, the other offering her original work: a painting of the 
face of Mary "Mother-of-the-world-celestial" on linen-birch were part of the event. It was a 
remarkable day. 

Pierrette Pelletier, Cartierville, Montréal, Canada  

 



 

 

MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS "TOGETHER WITH MARY" 

In Meyzieu (Lyon – France) 
On Saturday, March 25th, nearly 400 people, Muslims and Christians from Lyons region, in-
volved in Islamic-Christian dialogue groups, gathered in Meyzieu (Rhône) to live the day 
"Together with Mary". I was there with 5 members of the new group "With Gabriel". 

The warm welcome of the Meyzieu mosque 
and the coffee served warmed the partici-
pants on this cold spring day, before 
starting the discussion groups on three 
themes: Brothers and believers, sacrifice 
and gift of self, and freedom and submis-
sion. 

After that we headed towards the John 
XXIII. centre The alternation of prayers and 
songs with the testimonies of friendship 
created a climate of fraternity in an atmos-
phere of joy and contemplation. The medi-

tations on the figure of Mary in the Bible and in the Quran presented by Cardinal Barbarin and 
Azzedine Gaci (Imam in Villeurbanne) highlighted the links between the two traditions. Muslim 
scouts and French scouts  together sang a song of peace, a moment of emotion and joy! 

After this highlight, we gathered around a couscous offered by the volunteers of the mosques 
of Lyon, Villeurbanne and the Regional Council of Muslim Worship (CRCM). The meal was punc-
tuated with discussions in a fraternal atmosphere. 

Mint tea was the end of the meeting which, according to Benaissa Chana, president of the 
CRCM, "shows the world that living together is not a fanciful dream or an unrealizable hope".  
Odile Payen, Communauté de Cuire (Lyon)   

In Louvain-La-Neuve (Belgique)  
In the University of Louvain-la-Neuve, we live a moment of great conviviality with people of all 
ages and cultures: families, SMNDA, M. of Africa... We talk and share cakes from Morocco, Alge-
ria, Turkey, Belgium, donuts from Africa. It’s an abundance of sharing! We get acquainted; we 
take photos ... "I photograph love ...!” says a young man, taking a photo of our group! At the 

Grand Place 7 doves are released, 
expressing the desire of peace for 
the whole world! 

“Christians and Muslims pray to-
gether with Mary, Mother of Je-
sus or Aissa". Reading and com-
mentaries of the Annunciation 
narratives in the Quran and the 
Gospel, by an Iman and a Dome-
nican Father. A young Christian 
and a Muslim woman gave their 
testimony. The President of the 
Executive of the Muslims of Bel-

gium and the Bishop of the place, delivered messages for  fraternal living together and a fruitful 
dialogue. The Our Father and the Fatiha was followed by the Molenbeek Muslim children’s 
choir and the Louvain-la –Neuve University student’s choir.      

La communauté de Louvain-la-Neuve (Belgique)   
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WITH THE SDF AND THE ASIAN  
On arriving in Gay-Lussac community at the age of 80, I wanted to join the most disadvantaged  
Our Parish organizes a weekly breakfast for homeless people and an afternoon reception for ad-
ministrative help, distribution of sandwiches or clothing... I participate with other volunteers. There 

I meet persons with a very rich past 
that is only revealed little by little, 
as this man who travelled around 
the world in the merchant navy, or 
the other always ready to help us in 
the service of tables, or another one 
stirred by his relationship with God, 
questioning about prayer, sin and 
forgiveness. Last Sunday a barbecue 
gathered many of them. The prayer 

that preceded it, for those who wished, was an opportunity to express how much we volunteers 
had received from them and assure them of our desire for fraternity. 

Moreover, I discovered in our street the France-Asia association for teaching French to young 
Asians, promoted by the Foreign Missions of Paris. With the experience of teaching Arabic and 
French, in Tunis, here I have ten students at beginner’s level. I would have preferred a Maghreb en-
vironment... A young Chinese woman who seeks God, seeing my cross, manifested the desire to 
meet me. We have exchanged several times, in English! This Center projects me beyond known 
borders. 

Monique de la Chevrelière, Gay Lussac (France)  

FRATERNITE NOTRE-DAME DES MIGRANTS  
The whole year, our community of La Marsa, has continued the monthly meetings with the group 
Fraternity Our Lady of Migrants. Every Sunday after Mass a good number of them gather in the gar-
den for a short prayer and 
receive the news given by 
Blanche, the link between 
the group and the sisters. A 
spirit of solidarity and family 
has developed. They con-
tribute to the need of a 
brother or sister in difficulty, 
according to their means. 
We appreciate that. 

We were about sixty per-
sons to celebrate the end of 
the year celebration on Sun-
day, May 28th. At the beginning of the feast we had a special thought for Helene, a woman of the 
group, who died and whose body will be repatriated to Cote d'Ivoire. Rest in peace. A member of 
the International Organization for Migrants gave some information on health. The food team 
offered us a delicious meal. A family friend of the community offered the dessert. A woman of the 
group,celebrating her birthday, brought us a big cake. What a beautiful celebration! On Sunday, 
June 4, the group was invited by a French couple, leaving for Madagascar,who appreciated the 
commitment of the Africans in our parish Saint Cyprien of Carthage.  

Franceline Hien, La Marsa (Tunisie)   
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WEBSITE OF THE JPIC-ED NETWORK 
Since a few months there is a website in French and English for the JPIC-RD network of the MSO-
LA. https://msolajpiced.wordpress.com  

In the report of the JPIC-RD 
network presented to the 
Enlarged Council of June 
2016 and in the Survey on 
Human Trafficking in Febru-
ary 2017, the desire of hav-
ing a website to put our ar-
ticles and information on 
JPIC-ED themes was ex-
pressed. This site is the an-
swer to this desire. 

Each of the 4 apostolic orientations of the MSOLA has a section, with information and resources: 
documents and videos that you can use for your animations or commitments. There is also a sec-
tion dedicated to the Training of the animators where you can find the documents I send each 
month. The section JPIC-ED Network belongs to you and you can put your testimonials and oth-
er documents that you wish to share. 

You can find in Network-> Sharing the complete articles you send me and whose summary is 
published in the Newsletters.  

I invite you to subscribe to the site so that you receive a mail when there are new articles. Go 
often to the website, explore the different menus to see what's in it. The more visits, the more 
likely to appear in Google. You can also send me your comments and suggestions of what you 
would like to see. THANKS YOU FOR YOUR COLLABORATION! 

Begoña Iñarra - Gay Lussac, Paris (France)   

FIGHT AGAINTS PORNO ON INTERNET  
In the letter ``Towards the 150TH of our foundation`` of March 2017,, the General Councils of our 
two institutes informed us that they had identified the fight against human trafficking as one of 
the most urgent apostolic calls. 

In Canada we have received a request to respond to this call. 

Arnold Viersen, Member of Parliament for Peace River in Alberta, is planning to introduce legis-
lation in the House of Commons in Ottawa to restrict  access to online pornography  by children 
under-18, and checking the age on adult websites, by giving the credit card number. 

We are asked to send 2 letters to: 

 The House of Commons in Ottawa to support this bill. 

 The Quebec Minister of Youth, Lucie Charlebois, asking the 
Quebec Assembly to lobby and encourage the government 
and parliamentarians in Ottawa to pass this legislation. 

90% of boys and 60% of girls view online pornography be-
fore the age of 18. This violent and degrading material in-
cites violence against girls and women and fuels the world of 
prostitution. The pornography industry brings in $ 14 billion 

a year. To address violence against women, we must address the root causes of the problem. 

Michelle Plante, Cartierville, Montréal (Canada)   
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SERVING MIGRANTS  
Since December 2016 I coordinate the activities of Caritas Migrants (CAMI) in Oran diocese. It 
is a new position which is to be invented, even if many things were already done: visits to 
prisoners, welcoming, listening, help to those without papers and all who appeal to the ser-
vices of the Church.  

I work in the CAMI office at the Pierre Claverie Center. I meet the sick and needy either when 
they come to see me seeking help , either in hospital when members of the Migrants Home 
Group (GAM), or community relays or collaborating doctors inform me. Among  the sick many 
are victims of abuse in the Ghettos (in apartments or in hotels between people of the same 
country and often of the same ethnic group). There are all kinds of abuses: sexual, sex trade, 
drugs, unauthorized drinking, and slavery of tribal chiefs who oblige their subjects to beg... 

There are also those desiring to return to their homeland,: Ivory Coast, Mali, Nigeria, Liberia 
etc  Prisoners in the Gidyel Prison which I visit.with a sister ‘Fille du Coeur Immaculée de 

Marie’. The Ministry of Justice 
gave me permission to visit 4 
prisons.  

I witness very touching ges-
tures of humanity between 
the detainees. A woman de-
tainee who had received 
money from her brother in 
Europe and who had just 
learned of her upcoming re-
lease decided to make a ges-
ture towards the others and 
asked them to give us the list 
of what they needed so as to 

offer them that gift. The prison at Oran centre was opened to me and as soon closed. After 
sending me away the director told me that my identity paper had an anomaly as the photo 
appeared to have been added afterwards. 

I meet two persons with physical disability who are begging. The community relays are mi-
grants that collaborate with us and work for the dignity of the most deprived among them. 
Thanks to them we can verify the information given by those we welcome. They help us in lis-
tening and taking decisions because they know the situation. They also lend us a hand in pre-
paring prisoners' parcels, buying drugs, accompanying the sick, and paying medical prescrip-
tions. One of them is my right arm for his knowledge of the context mainly in my visits in diffi-
cult situations and neighbourhoods. 

Recently an undocumented migrant, a painter, surprised us by restoring to its brilliance the 
CAMI place thanks to his brushes and skilled hands and within the agreed time. After this bril-
liant job he received a number of job offers! 

A man who got caustic soda in his eyes and whose eyelids were damaged and was losing his 
sight has just left for Tunis for ophthalmic care thanks to a chain of solidarity that has mobi-
lized several people. We hope he will be able to see.        
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Sr. Clémentine Mukampabuka, last on the right.  



 

 

 

We work with local associations to defend the human rights of migrants. A big worry is the 
schooling of the children born in Algeria or during the crossing of the desert. We are con-
cerned about women’s reproductive health and economic situation. The dependence of the’ 
man protector’  whom she joined to cross the desert leads her to sacrifice her freedom, de-
spite the fact that he will abandon her as soon as she is pregnant or catches an infectious 
disease. AIDS is causing chaos! The hospital infectious service is full. 

 We even go to the mortuary. Sometimes the doctor of the mortuary service calls us because 
they need room for recent corpses. Then starts the proceedings with the families of the de-
ceased, the embassies, the funeral services, and sometimes with the Christian community so 
that the dead be buried with dignity. A great difficulty is the request of the family to repatri-
ate the body to the country of origin. The person dies, isolated by his relatives, but once in 
the mortuary, they move to recover the body even refusing burial on the spot. And it can 
take months ... until they collect the necessary amount for repatriation. Is this right? 

We want to set up reception-listening teams and a discreet place to help persons express 
what they have gone through. 

Sr Clémentine MUKAMPABUKA, Oran (Algérie) 

WOMEN AGAINST RADICALISATION 
The Women's Collective of Louvain-la-Neuve, with whom Monique Bonami collaborates, giv-
ing French lessons especially to Moroccan women, organized a symposium on "Women fac-
ing the ordeal of radicalization" in an attempt to counter the movement of young people 
who radicalize in Europe. Parents, especially mothers, have a great responsibility. 

We must not stigmatize Islam, for there are also radicalisms in the West such as the extreme 
right. In my discussions with Moroccan students, they often express their indignation and 
sadness when attacks are made in the name of Islam. 

A Minister present at the sym-
posium encouraged genuine 
collaboration among all and 
continued efforts of living to-
gether constructively and dia-
logue among believers of 
different religions and with 
non-believers: "There is an ur-
gent need to recognize the 
common human values of all 
". One participant added: "We 

have spoken beautifully and have shown our know-how, but do we give enough importance 
to our ‘know-how-to-be’ in our daily relationships of neighbourliness, giving a hand and ask-
ing for one. And why do we flee from certain neighbourhoods? 

It is important that we, SMNDA, by our friendship remain close to these women. Isn’t this 
going out to the peripheries with hope? 

Monique Bonami, Louvain-la-Neuve (Belgique)   
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Monique Bonami avec une des participantes au symposium. 



 

 

MSOLA COMMITMENTS IN FIGHTING TRAFFICKING  
Taken from the survey on human trafficking done in January-February 2017  

ENTITÉ AMÉRIQUE  

Holyoke Communauté 
Sisters ARE no longer able to be actively involved, but they follow the issue, go to conferences, 
sign petitions and pray on special days. 
Winoosky's Communauté 
No direct involvement but sisters keep informed and pray.  
CANADA 
Cartierville communities 
3 sisters are members of the Religious Association for Women's Rights (ARDF), which has a dele-
gate from CATHII (Action Committee Against Internal and International Human Trafficking) who 
keeps us up to date on their activities. 
The sisters attend conferences and meetings with organizations involved in trafficking, visit exhibi-
tions, follow the information and read publications on the subject.  
Adelaïde Community 
Rita Toutant is connected to CATHII, made up of religious communities in Quebec. She spreads 
the information in the communities and in the environment where she is involved.  
Ottawa Community 
Jacqueline Picard was a member of Pact-Ottawa, an organization initiated by the Sisters of Charity 
of Ottawa and Pembrooke. Some MSOLA participate in the Good Friday Way of the Cross on the 
streets of Ottawa, organized by Pact-Ottawa. Jacqueline has trained as a volunteer to raise aware-
ness, but she stopped volunteering because she did not feel comfortable with the way awareness 
was being done. 

NORTHERN EUROPE  
GERMANY 
Sr. Lea Ackermann is the founder of Solidarity with Women in Distress (SOLWODI), a non-
denominational and non-partisan charity organization that helps women in distress. Its origins lie 
in Mombasa, Kenya, where the idea of SOLWODI was born in 1985! In 1987 on Lea’s  return to 
Germany, she founded Solwodi Germany to support victims of trafficking, exploitation, violence or 
forced marriages. The key areas of engagement are psychosocial support, legal aid, safe houses, 
help with integration or return to their homeland. Currently there are 10 houses in Germany for 
women and children who need protection. Sr. Lea is the president.  

NETHERLANDS 
In former days, Sr. Catharina Kaam and other sisters were involved with the Religious Confer-
ence’s group against human trafficking.  

POLAND 
Cecylia Bachalska is a member of the Bakhita Network which in Poland is under the Association 
of religious. She did a training session on trafficking and organized a prayer for young people 
around human trafficking.  
In the past one or two sisters gave talks to parishioners about human trafficking. Some sisters who 
attended workshops were able to share informally the information gained.   

UK 
In the past one or two sisters gave talks to parishioners about human trafficking. Some sisters who 
attended workshops were able to share informally the information gained.  
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ENTITÉ EUROPE SUD 
FRANCE 
Communauty of Gay Lussac  

Begoña Iñarra works with the Christian association "Liberation to Captifs” (Aux Captives la liberation) 
visiting Nigerian women in situation of prostitution and victims of human trafficking, in their place of 
"work" and accompanies them in the Bakhita Center where she also gives seminars on "well-being" 
to help the women get in touch with their feelings and deal with them. 

Begoña is a member of RENATE-Europe (Religious European Network Against Trafficking and Exploi-
tation). Since January 2017 RENATE-France is active. Its first objective is to create awareness in the 
Church, and in society on the reality of human trafficking. Begoña is in charge of the communication: 
website and social networks and participates in the animations to create awareness in public. She 
has given talks and seminars to students, parishioners, religious, and associations. 

Begoña also runs sessions for religious, on migrants and participated in a Round Table on this theme 
organized by the UISG France Constellation. 

In 2015 and 2016 Begoña taught French to Nigerian women ex-victims of human trafficking living in 
AFJ, a "Protected Home" of the Adoratrice Sisters, exclusively for the victims of human trafficking. 

She also collaborates with the Collective ‘Together against Human Trafficking', which regroups 23 
organizations working against human trafficking. They mainly lobby and prepare material and 
studies on this reality. They are behind some of the most important changes in legislation in France. 

 

Community of Sceaux 

Nicole Robion is working with "The Booz fields" (a French association of religious women) which ac-
companies and shelters women during the process of regularization or insertion. She welcomes and 
accompanies the women.  

SPAIN 

Sisters are mainly committed with migrants and those without papers. They are active in different 
organizations: Karibu in Madrid, where quite a number of sisters are involved in teaching Spanish, 
welcoming migrants and providing them with what they need. In Malaga the sisters are committed 
with Oxfam and the Jesuits, and in Logroño they are committed in Rioja Acoje (Rioja welcomes).  

ITALY 

The sisters follow the events and news of Talitha Kum. 

Marie-Alice Terrettaz and Maamalifar Poreku are committed in the anti-trafficking working group 
(IUGS & USG JPIC Commission). Marie-Alice joined one night the group of laity, priests and nuns vis-
iting Via Salaria. We invited a sister from the team to share her experience with us. 

Carmen Sammut and Vicky Chiharhula have given interviews on trafficking and migrants. 

Participation in the prayer meeting on February 8th and on the Way of the Cross of  crucified women, 
victims of the slave trade. 

In the past, Marie Kanyoni worked in the Arrupe Center and in Astalli. 

Gisela Schreyer goes to Caritas temporarily.  
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