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WITH ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN COUPLES  
Beatrix Dagras, Paris Bon Secours (France) 

Since 2007, at the request of the Director of the Secretariat for Relations with Islam (SRI), I 
have been working with the Group of Islamic-Christian Homes (GFIC), which will celebrate 
its 40th anniversary this year.  
The aim of the group is to help couples live their religious and cultural differences in their 
commitments as spouses and parents. To this end, it provides spaces for encounters where I usually 
take part in, which allows them to reflect on their commitment as a couple, to share their experience 
and to deepen their faith. 
Couples-cafés, is a welcoming place to exchange between young fiancés or couples who ask them-
selves questions about their future and couples of the GFIC married for several years. In a friendly at-
mosphere, where each newcomer finds, from the experience of others, something to throw light on 
his own situation, find encouragement and support. 
Theological days with two speakers, Muslim and Christian, on themes common to the faith of each 
confession. 
An annual national session, centered on a religious or social theme where the couple, the education 
of the children or relations with the families are treated. 
I get emails from young engaged couples. Often discovering the GFIC through its website, they pre-
sent their situations, sometimes painful, with their legal, religious and family issues. Each situation is 
unique and requires personalized answers. 
For me it is a chance to be able to participate in all these events and these meetings and to maintain 
this correspondence with these mixed couples where the interreligious and intercultural encounter 
takes place in everyday life, not sometimes without difficulties.  

MSOLA JPIC-ED WEBSITE 
Find documents and videos on JPIC-ED on the new website in English and French.  
https://msolajpiced.wordpress.com   Send me an email or a comment on this website with 
your email and asking to be a ‘Contributor’ so that you can send articles and comments. 
THANKS for contributing and looking at it regularly.  

MARCH 8, INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY, MORELIA  
Amalia Aragon, Morelia (Mexique) 
On the 8th March, in solidarity with the women who live in a peripheral situation such as: carriers of 
HIV / SIDA, transvestis, lesbians, those in situation of prostitution, single mothers…, I joined their 
march at Morelia.  

The great storm that preceded the march made that we were not very numerous. We walked with 
signs and slogans to sensitize the people we met along the way to the painful situations our sisters 
experience, to denounce the rejections, the exclusion, the abuses of society, and to demand the re-
spect of the Dignity of each person. 

Almost all the participants were young people and there were even several girls whose mothers 
wanted them to take part in this demonstration of solidarity. 

We ended with a prayer in which were present women who are victims of violence, rape, gender-
based violence, sexist violence, human trafficking... 

"Bearers of hope, let us listen to the voice of the Spirit, let us go together to the peripheries".  

See the photo corresponding to this article on page 2 .          

https://msolajpiced.wordpress.com


 

 

EDUCATION FOR PEACE, RECONCILIATION AND JUSTICE 
Maite Oiartzun- Gitega (Burundi)  

In coordination with the Diocesan Justice and Peace Commission of the Diocese of Gitega, 
and with the desire to work in a network to help the youth of Burundi, we have launched the 
Club "Education for Peace, Reconciliation and Justice ", for the secondary schools. 

We are a team of 4 people, 2 men specialists in the peaceful resolution of conflicts, a woman 
who has studied the legal section and me. 

In November 2016 we started in the big school of Christ the King where 120 high-school stu-
dents registered in the club. In January we established another club in the ECOSO Social 
School. Taking advantage of the fact that February 8 is the "World Day of Prayer and Aware-
ness against Trafficking in Human Beings" and that St. Bakhita is the patroness of the Social 
School, we worked on this theme by viewing Bahkita's film and opening a dialogue and re-
flection from the life of Bakhita and the reality of slavery today. Awareness continued with 
music, songs and formation. 

I am pleased to see how interested and motivated young people are. I believe that through 
education we help young people to have good foundations in order to build a more just and 
supportive world.  
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Amalia Aragón with some friends at the March at the occasion of  Women International Day on the 8th March at Morelia (Mexico) 



INJUSTICE TOWARDS MY FELLOWMEN, REVOLTS MY HEART  
Marcelline Nemeyitora,  Deli (Tchad)  

The cry of Lavigerie "Injustice towards my fellowman, revolts my heart" gives me strength to 
accept the consequences of this revolt faced with the injustices of which I am a witness. 

At the Deli health center for which I am responsible, the UNICEF partner, through our health 
authorities, has recruited five people from our neighboring villages as Community Relays 
(RCs) for our  Health Center to raise awareness among parents for the vaccination of children 
from 0 to 11 months.  The contract provides for a monthly remuneration of 15,000 F-CFA in 
exchange for a report of activities. At first everyone was satisfied. The health center was able 
to recover many children whom we had lost sight of, for a follow- up, and the Rcs were receiv-
ing their money. But it lasted only two months. 

Community Relays (RCs) work with the health center. They send their reports to the center so 
that I can take them to the higher level and get their remuneration. The monthly reports from 
August to November 2016 were regularly tabled but the funds were not handed over. At each 
filing of the reports, I claimed, in vain, the funds due to the RC. Every time I went to Moundou 

or telephoned I 
claimed these 
funds from the 
authorities con-
cerned. 

In December, the 
5 people of the RC 
of our center de-
cided not to sub-
mit the reports 
until they were 
paid the arrears. 
Last February, 
seeing that they 
were no longer 
filing the reports, I 
summoned them 
to listen to them. 

They informed me of their decision. I thought it was just because the promise made was not 
kept. I respected their choice and encouraged them to remain united in this decision, for 
unity is strength. 

The partners, seeing that the reports did not arrive, called me to claim them. So I forwarded 
the decision of the RCs. They told me that the money had already been given to the health 
district and they insisted that I convince the RC’s to file the reports. My reply was: "Negotiate 
for them to have the money, and they will give the reports in exchange." In our numerous 
meetings with the RCs I insisted that they stand fast because they were in their right. 

After ten days of negotiations, meetings, appeals ... justice was done and they had their ar-
rears of four months, in exchange for the December reports. What joy on their faces to re-
ceive each 60,000F-CFA at the moment when the crisis is felt strongly. 

Yes, JPIC is the red thread that goes through our apostolic activities for more dignity and jus-
tice.   
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AT GHARDAÏA WITH MIGRANTS, PATIENTS AND OTHERS… 
Zawadi Barungu, Ghardaïa (Algérie) 

For many prisoners in Ghardaia, the chaplaincy of the prison is the only window open to the out-
side. 

Pastoral work in the prison gives a pinch to my heart, when I see that the only visits to which 
they are entitled are those of the Christian chaplains and that I, as a Christian chaplain, am free 
to enter and leave the prison and to communicate with these foreigners… I visit them, I talk to 
them, I receive their news, their requests to communicate with their family ... I take time to be 
with them and fulfill their requests... and bring back news of their families. 

When I hear what my visit means to them, I am willing to give my time and be that outward 
bridge that makes their lives a little less difficult. "My sister you cannot imagine how I look for-
ward to Mondays, the day of your visit. For me it’s the only day of the week that has meaning." 
Another told me "When, in the midst of the Algerian prisoners someone says to me "you are 
called in the parlor", or "you have a visit", I feel valued, I feel that I exist and feel reborn: a hu-
man being like the others ". 

The hierarchy of our church encourages us. The Archbishop of Algiers said to the inter-diocesan 
chaplains gathered in Algiers: "Even for a single prisoner, one person, one must take time and 
take the trouble to go even as far as 400 kms to visit." Prison chaplains meet once a year for 
training. We are sent two by two or alone. We all want to go to the “peripheries” of this church 
behind bars. 

In my work at the hospital in Ghardaïa, my favorites are foreigners who come from the province 
or elsewhere, and Algerians who seek to do functional rehabilitation and hospitalized patients. 
Some colleagues pass first their families and friends, I, I chose the stranger. 

I can choose to advance or delay the date and the start of the sessions for my patients. I can 
choose good and life or lock the other in his suffering, his pain. I choose to reach out to him so 
that he will stand upright, so that he might walk, so that he will be freed from his pain. 

With the children of our neighbors, I share what I have learned, giving them French lessons twice 
a week. 

I thank God for calling us to serve in His presence, in our patients, our friends, my sisters in com-
munity, and to share the life received with the people of this beautiful city with such a rich cul-
ture. These privileges and "being what I am" call me to live in responsibility and love. May God 
help us and find His glory in this.   
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Formation on Migrants. Ghardaïa Diocese 



 

 

MSOLA COMMITMENT TO COMBAT HUMAN TRAFFICKING  
Taken from the Trafficking in Human Beings survey done in January - February 2017 

ECA  
ENTITY  
MALAWI  

Through Tikondane the SMNDA participate in the "Better Care" network which works against 
child trafficking. 

Tikondane welcomes children and women victims of trafficking. Offers shelter for a few days 
to the children of South Africa until a delegation has repatriated them through the embassy. 
Shelter for trafficked women in Kuwait. Children who were trafficked into Lilongwe and forced 
into prostitution were also welcomed. Tikondane also prepared children to testify in court, 
after which some traffickers were imprisoned. 

Tikondane is raising awareness to help communities and families become aware of the differ-
ent forms of trafficking. Radio and television broadcast the Christmas 2016 event in a parish 
in Lilongwe, where we discussed the issue of trafficking in human beings. In Tikondane, chil-
dren are informed of the way traffickers act so that they can protect themselves and help oth-
ers to do so. 

In Tikondane, we collaborate with various groups and networks in the country, such as the Po-
lice Victims Support Unit; The social welfare department, other organizations, traditional 
leaders and the Catholic Commission of Justice and Peace of the parish.  

RWANDA  
Our community of Butare created awreness in a secondary school where Sr. Leocadia Kana 
gave Religious Education. Around February 8, the Feast of St. Bakhita, Leocadia with a layper-
son and another sister, sensitized the pupils, teachers, and sisters of the religious community 
running the school. The presentation of the film on the life of Bakhita "From slave to holy" 
was followed by exchanges in groups, then a talk about modern slavery followed by ques-
tions. This has proven to be very effective in raising awareness about this plague. 

A teacher mother and a former student testified about what they saw in the case of domestic 
workers, and among idle youth, especially girls. 

The eyes of the students (mostly girls) have opened. They realized that slavery of domestic 
servants and maids is practiced among us, even in our own families. The students were able 
to give concrete examples of abuse that they witnessed. 

Terminal students are committed to being vigilant and responding in concrete cases, as well 
as raising awareness among their families and other known families. 

The teachers suggested including 2 or 3 questions on this topic in the trimester exams, which 
was done.  

UGANDA , KAMPALA 
To create awareness in the parents of our parish, we invited a young man, who has returned 
from Dubai where he was enslaved as a sexual object, to give his testimony. He was abused 
and was physically damaged. After becoming incontinent, he was thrown out. He was taken 
to Iran for surgery but this did not help. He returned home thanks to the embassy. He has 
written his story and the book was being sold. He goes wherever he is invited, especially in 
schools and dioceses. We continue to talk about it to the parents because the recruitment is 
also done in schools.   
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MSOLA COMMITMENT TO COMBAT HUMAN TRAFFICKING  
Taken from the Trafficking in Human Beings survey done in January - February 2017 

NOUA 
ENTITY  

BURKINA FASO  
A Ouagadougou, Sr. Hortência Sizalande is in charge of the Delwende Center, which houses 
women and some men falsely accused of witchcraft and driven from their families and vil-
lages.  

A Bobo-Dioulasso, a committee to raise awareness on trafficking in human beings was cre-
ated in the Diocese of Bobo Dioulasso. Sr. Angela Kapitingana is a member of this committee 
working under the Union of Religious. The phenomenon of trafficking also occurs in our soci-
ety, although it is less well known.  

ALGERIA  
Some communities want to engage against human trafficking, but they are still at the level of 
reflection and gather information to see what they can do. 

The parishes of Algiers have places for listening and accompanying migrants. Sisters and 
priests visit migrant prisoners, some of whom are unjustly accused, sometimes just because 
they do not have papers.  

TUNISIE 
In La Marsa, a group of women who frequented the parish formed the 'Fraternity of Our 
Lady of the Migrants'. There are some fifty people, including some men, irregular workers. 
We have linked this group to the International Office for Migration (IOM) and Caritas, which 
support them in voluntary return to the country and health care. 

The MSOLA community supports the group which meets once a month, to pray, listen to the 
Word of God, share and for a spiritual input or awareness of their problems. We welcome 
them either in community, individually or in large groups during the Christmas holidays, 
Easter and the end of the year. During the group's meetings there were presentations by Fr. 
David Mayeda Gnadouwa, missionary of Africa, in Sfax and the head of the IOM, Hélène Le-
goff on the return to the country of origin.  

At parish level, the integration of this group is mainly in the preparation of the Eucharist. 

At the request of the group, we wrote a letter to Cardinal Jean Pierre KUTWA, Archbishop of 
Abidjan and to the Conferences of Major Superiors of Côte d'Ivoire. The letter asks to raise 
awareness among the young women and young men of Ivory Coast who would like to ven-
ture to Tunisia with the hope of going to Europe. 

We work with the IOM, which helps return to the country of origin; and with Caritas for so-
cial assistance and assistance for medical care. We also collaborate with the House of Law 
and Migration for psychosocial support and legal aid.  

MAURITANIA 
Our sisters have raised awareness of human trafficking in the parish. On a wider level aware-
ness-raising is done in network with IOM; CARITAS and Mauritanian NGOs. Caritas parish of 
Nouakchott has a "welcome / listening" cell.   
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The commitment of the other entities will be presented in the next JPIC-ED Newsletter.  



 

 

 REFLECTION ON PUTTING JPID AND RD TOGETHER 
Gathered by Begoña Iñarra, JPIC-ED coordinator  

The Enlarged Council of 2015 proposed to bring together Justice, Peace and Integrity of Crea-
tion (JPIC) with Intercultural and Interreligious Encounter and Dialogue (ED). Here is the fruit of 
the reflections of different sisters committed in one or the other aspect. 

In visits to communities, reflexions together, or during JPIC-RD or networking sessions, the 
question of why putting together JPIC and RD has come a number of times, especially from sis-
ters committed in ED, who think that putting the two aspects together, diminishes the impor-
tance of Encounter and Dialogue. When I share the reasons I see for putting them together, of-
ten the reluctance ceases and most sisters see the merits of this decision. 

Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation is lived in multicultural and multireligious societies 

Today, throughout the world, societies are multicultural and multireligious, as people of differ-
ent cultures and religions live in the same geographical space and thus in their daily lives they 
establish relationships between themselves (dialogue of life). When we work on JPIC issues, 
we cannot ignore this reality, because we work with people from different faiths, or with no 
faith, and who belong to a variety of cultures. In this context we cannot separate JPIC and ED, 
as the JPIC commitment involves meeting, dialogue and collaboration with all the members of 
society, thus with this "other" from different religion and culture. From this collaboration arises 
the desire to know this "other" in his/her difference, and to take a step together towards 
greater truth, through sharing what makes our differences. This sharing and encounter is al-
ways a mystery that leads us beyond the encounter to certain transcendence. This encounter 
with other cultures and this dialogue with other religions invites us to deepen our faith and 
our way of living together justice, peace and integrity of creation. So we cannot dissociate JPIC 

commitment from ED (meeting and dialogue with other cultures and religions).         
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Encounter and Dialogue must include the issues of  
Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation  

Today the objective of the Intercultural and Interreligious Encounter and Dialogue cannot 
avoid JPIC where Justice means fraternal relations with others, a just relationship to the goods 
of nature and an equitable sharing of common goods in universal solidarity. Living Peace 
means open and mutual relationships that must include distributive justice of the goods of 
creation, so that all human beings may meet their basic needs. Integrity of Creation confronts 
us with just and equitable relationships not only with other human beings but also with all 
beings of creation, with nature and with the world. 

Working for peace requires meeting the other, respecting him in what he or she is and so in 
his/her difference. Without this encounter and acceptance of the difference there will be no 
peace. At the same time peace needs also a fair and equitable sharing of resources, based on 
justice. The opposite of peace is war, which is the refusal to accept the other in his/her differ-
ence and to share resources equitably. So, either we try to make the other one like us, and it's 
fusion; or I compare myself to the other and it is jealousy. 

In the Encounter and Dialogue of life, sharing our commitments, our beliefs, researching for a 
greater understanding of the other, we live in concrete the respect for the one different, in 
view of greater justice. In that way together we build peace in the respect of the other and of 
creation. 

Just as we cannot separate the ecological issue from the social issue (justice), so we can nei-
ther separate JPIC from ED with other cultures and religions.  

 

8 

Pope Francis kisses hands of Holocaust survivors. « Never again, Lord. Never again! » he said.  

http://www.msolafrica.org/

