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IN THE CENTER FOR REFUGEES

Vicky Chiharhula (Agricento - Italy)
Since we began the ministry at the Agricento Refugee Transit Center, our community life and relation-
ships with the local population have changed. People are touched and when we talk about children,
mistrust and hostility melt and generosity is awakened.
In the center I explain to migrants the procedure for applying for international protection. After the
lawyer explains to the new arrivals the procedure, I do the individual listening of their request. Some
days I feel as if I am in a confessional, with long queues. I stop around 12.45 for the last to find some-
thing to eat. At the end of these long listening sessions, I am really exhausted because these are not
stories of love which they tell me, but the atrocities endured during the trip, especially in Libya. All say
that Libya is "hell on earth".

Here is a story like the ones I'm listening to: A young man who had to flee his country because he was
an active member of the opposition, while he was in college, ended up in Libya. After surviving the
desert where several of his colleagues died, the prison welcomed him. Escaped from prison, he works
as a slave to pay for his journey. To cross the Mediterranean they are put in a small inflatable boat
that breaks down after 1 hour of navigation. If it deflates 104 people will perish at sea!! The Libyan
guards, who watched from afar, then decide to intervene to take the survivors and take them to
prison even though there were among them serious burn injuries, fainting people including the young
man who spoke to me. He woke up after a long time, and believed himself in Europe. But when he
fully recovered his senses, he recognized the cell where he had been incarcerated a few months ear-
lier. It was only at the second attempt that he crossed the sea not without other trauma. Such cases, I
submit to the authorities of the center, to take care of them and to follow up as far as possible.
The other two sisters in my community are doing the same thing. Maria (Polish) usually takes care of
Anglophones, Lemlem of Eritreans and I of Francophones. Lemlem, the Eritrean sister, does some
knitting with women who wish to do so. They are mostly Eritrean because they stay longer, while the
other nationalities remain, at most, two weeks in the Center. 

A group of refugees with Vicky and another sister



INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE ON RADIO
Pierrette Pelletier - Cartierville (Canada)
Pierrette Pelletier, MSOLA, coordinator of the interfaith group and father Bruno Demers, Domini-
can, were interviewed on a radio program of the Canadian Religious Conference. "Religious life to-
day and tomorrow" dedicated to interreligious dialogue.

My interest in the ‘other different’ developed in my family through an education open to those
who were different in the neighborhood: Protestants whose hymns could be heard; The Irish
whose lullabies entered through our windows; The Amerindians from whom we bought baskets
and pretty moccasins. Mom taught us to appreciate everyone. My call for Africa was the manifesta-
tion of this attraction to ‘the difference.’

In Mali, as a nurse at the Marchoux Institute in Bamako, I collaborated with the staff and the sick
Muslims. I was training myself to dialogue with the leaflet, Understanding, of the White Fathers of
Tunisia which we sent to the Muslim religious leader of the district. I invited this Imam to animate
spiritual vigils for our 300 adults in internal treatment, with a White Father who presented a par-
able of the Gospel. In this way I laid down a small basis for Interreligious Dialogue which I have
sought to build all my life ...

On arrival in Canada, Bernard Tremblay, a Missionary of Africa, invited me to join the group of Spiri-
tual Encounter with Muslims. I went to this group and then in 2007 created a group “Carrefour
Faith and Spirituality” in Cartierville. A Muslim, a Protestant and a Jew, joined. The group grew and
was enriched by the wisdom of other religions. Everyone shares how he/she lives his religious af-
filiation in response to his inner call. Sitting around a table, two or three pre-designated speakers
present a theme related to celebrations, culture, society, or any other topic of common interest for
10 minutes. Follows a pause and a light snack.  Then follows question time and a round of the table
where each participant expresses himself or herself to express an opinion, to transmit a teaching,
to give an approval or to make known a malaise. It is never the place of controversy and debates.
We advance together in small steps in inter-knowledge, trust and friendship. These meetings have
changed the way I live my faith. The experience of the faith of the other enriches me and deepens
my certainty that God loves all humans. To become more human together is a very beautiful result.
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Pierrette Pelletier (SMNDA) et Père Bruno Demers (dominicain)



NEW YEAR IN LA MARSA
Franceline Hien, Chantal Vanckalk - La Marsa (Tunisia)
For a little more than a year the community of La Marsa accompanies a group of young women
coming mostly from the Ivory Coast. They meet with us every two months. The group has expanded
and now there are about fifty women domestic workers, and some migrant men from Côte d'Ivoire,
Senegal and Togo.

The two commu-
nities of Tunisia
spent New Year's
Day with them.
We invited Ms.
Hélène Legoff
f r o m  I O M
(International Or-
ganization for Mi-
grants) to come
and talk about
the situation of
migrants.

Her presentation was very clear with poignant video testimonials made with the assistance of mi-
grants having arrived in Europe after crossing the Mediterranean by boat. For those transiting in
Libya ... it's hell. The videos have surely questioned and concerned these men and women because
the group is more mixed. She also spoke of the situation of migrants in Tunisia and legislation of the
country in relation to migration and the rights and duties of migrants here.

Two of the young mothers we know well who went through Libya to Italy, phoned us at Christ-
mas ... to say that they had arrived well and were well treated there, but still without papers! They
do not, of course, speak of their stay in Libya and the crossing!

After the meeting, Hélène Legoff remained available for individual interviews with those who
wished. The day was beautiful and rewarding.

Rose, a 30-year-old woman, made the decision to go home to get married and make a living in her
country. We had put her in contact with the IOM who had followed her file, which was able to solve
the problem of penalties for this woman who had stayed three years in Tunisia. Rose returned
home on January 17, very happy to return to her country and her son who has been waiting for her
for three years. Another, for whom I was the baptismal godmother, told me after that day that she
gave her name to IOM and that she would like to go back to her country. The day ended with a
good meal prepared by the kitchen team.

GO TO THE ROOT CAUSES
In community we have reflected on what to do to avoid or diminish the suffering of these Ivorian
women who live in conditions of exploitation, slavery and servitude in Tunis. We spoke with Be-
goña, who contacted nuns from Côte d'Ivoire to raise awareness in order to prevent the exodus of
Ivorian women to work as maids, as this is, in most cases, dangerous for women.  We wrote a letter
to the bishops and the Conference of Religious of Cote d'Ivoire to warn them of the danger and to
propose to them to do prevention work at the base. 
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CREATING AWARENESS ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Leocadia Kana, Butare (Rwanda)

For two years, around February 8th, in the secondary school where I was teaching Religious Educa-
tion, in collaboration with a layperson and a sister, we had an afternoon to sensitize and educate
students, teachers and a few Sisters of the religious community running the school. Starting with the
film "From Slave to Saint" of Bakhita, followed by group discussions and a talk on modern slavery
and questions, all proved very effective in raising awareness on this scourge.

A mother who teaches and a former student testified about cases of domestic workers and idle
youth, especially girls. The eyes of the pupils (mostly girls) have really opened. They have become
aware that this slavery is also practiced around us, near us, in families known, even in our own fami-
lies, as regards servants and the "maids". They gave concrete examples of abuse that they wit-
nessed.

With the terminal classes, we went further. Students are committed to being vigilant and respon-
sive, to raise awareness, in their own families first and in other known families.

Teachers suggested including 2-3 questions in the trimester exams, which was done.

This year in community, on the day of St. Bakhita our prayer was  about  human trafficking. 

DOLLS FOR NEPAL
Marina van Dalen, Boxtel (The Netherlands).

Sr. Catharina van Kaam, Sr. Gerda Slaghekke and Sr. Willemien van Berkel of the Molenweide foyer,
with two ladies from the Foyer of Molenhof, undertook to support a project initiated by Melvin, an 8
-year-old boy. Melvin, very impressed to have seen on television how the earthquake of Nepal had
demolished villages, houses and schools decided to make dolls to comfort children who had lost
family members. He drew a doll himself and asked his mother to open a website and a Facebook
page "Peace according to Melvin" to advertise it and be able to take 300 dolls to Nepal!

Sr. Catharina printed the doll of the website and the sewing began to make 10 dolls. It was a difficult
job, because the model had many small details. But all 5 were well engaged. They had a good time
together and managed to finish them. Congratulations to you Catharina and your friends for the ef-
forts and love implemented in this initiative! Even in a nursing home, one can be useful!

Melvin, very happy
with the sisters
help, put their pic-
tures on his Face-
book page. He and
his parents went to
Nepal with the 300
dolls in their back-
packs, which they
distributed to the
children, who were
laughing and were
happy to receive
the dolls. 
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FIGHT AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Angela Kapitingana, Bobo-Dioulasso (Burkina Faso)
On October 23, 2016,  Religious of the Diocese of Bobo-Dioulasso  gathered together to be intro-
duced to “ Talitha kum”, and to establish a diocesan network, and extend it to the national level and
later to the francophone West African countries. Seventy-six religious men and women representing

22 congregations attended the meeting.
Sr. Yvonne Clémence Bambara,of the Sisters of Our
Lady of Charity, representative of Talitha Kum pre-
sented the trafficking of people through four stories
of trafficking. After seeing the mission and goals of
Talitha Kum, the strategic plan developed at Talitha
Kum's meeting in Rome in January 2016 was pre-
sented.
During the meeting, a diocesan committee to com-
bat trafficking in human beings was set up with vol-

unteers from different congregations: the Assumption sisters, the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of
Africa, the Little Sisters of the Assumption, The Annunciation Sisters of Bobo and Our Lady of Charity
of the Good Shepherd. Two delegates of the committee met with the representative of the major
superiors to propose the formation of a national team of Talitha Kum at the next meeting of the ma-
jor superiors of Burkina Faso. While awaiting the return of the opinion of the major superiors, the
assembly undertook to organize a mass to pray for victims of trafficking on 8 February international
day against human trafficking. This celebration took place at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes in
Bobo-Dioulasso. At the meeting of consecrated persons of 5th February 2017, Talitha Kum was pre-
sented in order to mobilize new people.
The 8th of February was an opportunity for us to pray and to make people aware of the gravity of the
trafficking of people around us here in Bobo and surroundings. In our country young girls live situa-
tions of trafficking and slavery in families; neighborhoods, cities and gold-mine sites. May the Lord
help us to restore to these people their dignity as children of God created in His image and likeness.


SUCCESS OF A PETITION
Marie McDonald, London (United Kingdom)
I signed a petition of WalkFree addressed to the UN. Sometime later I received an email from the as-
sociation telling me the success of the petition. I was happy to know that signing petitions may bring
changes in a given situation. Here is a part of the email.
Your action to urge the UN to take a step to end slavery in conflict has made a huge difference!
Added to the signatures on the website, 1,374,341 individuals were made aware of the debate at
the UN Security Council. After deliver-
ing 89,254 signatures in November,
we attended an historic UN Security
Council meeting on 20 December in
New York. During the debate, survivors
gave their testimony. Finally the t first
ever resolution condemning human
trafficking and slavery at war was
adopted, unanimously by the UN Se-
curity Council! 
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Members of WalkFree at the United Nations, New York



COMMITMENT TO AEFJN
Amparo Cuesta, Madrid Islas Cies (Spain)
MSOLA have been a member of the Africa-Europe Faith and Justice Network (AEFJN) since its foun-
dation in 1987. In 1999, when Begoña Iñarra was at the AEFJN secretariat in Brussels, she came in
contact with member Congregations in Spain. The AEFJN antenna of Madrid was started. The
MSOLA participated in this network, from the beginning, alongside other Congregations and Mis-
sionary Institutes that had a presence in Africa.

When I arrived in Madrid I was asked to be part of this group. By 2015 the coordinator, a Mission-
ary from Berriz, was at the end of her term, and the group decided to have a team of three to coor-
dinate the group. Since then, a Missionary of Africa, a sister of the Institute of Blessed. Virgin Mary
(the Irish), and myself, coordinate the Antenna: scheduling meetings, sending reports, and animat-
ing the group. In 2016 we developed a plan of action and decided to concentrate on land grabbing
in Africa, putting our goal on a case in Senegal.

We also created a web page www.aefjnmadrid.org through which we inform about land grabbing
and themes that pertain to this, such as food sovereignty, moving due to land grabbing or climate
change. I take care of this web in collaboration with a daughter of Charity who is in charge.

There is an action plan, based on that of Brussels, on land grabbing , first of all by raising awareness
in our communities and also in the civilian population.

On the Madrid antenna with us also work two lay people very interested in the work of the an-
tenna.

COLLABORATION AND NEW UNDERSTANDING OF THE QUR'AN
Sister Andrée Geofroy - Hydra (Algeria)
I belong to a working group on the book “Divine Hospitality". «This year, the group of three nuns
and two priests, invited a Muslim friend to work together on the book "Divine hospitality" of Fadi
Daou and Nayla Tabbara. Our friend opens us up to an inner understanding of the Koran. We too
can give him our view on Jesus and on God our father. This sharing is very beautiful, very rich and
makes us discover the work of God in the heart of each one. However, the most important dialogue
is the day-to-day dialogue with our collabora- tors  and in our friendly encounters. 
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Begoña Iñarra et Amparo Cuesta at the 25th anniversary of AEFJN at the Spanish Antenna



A MARCH TO THE COLORS OF THE RAINBOW
Marie-Alice Terrettaz, Rome (Italie)
Sunday, 1 January 2017, a colorful crowd gathers in front of Castel Sant'Angelo (Castel Sant'Angelo).
There are people of all races, generations, men, women, children, healthy people and people with a
disability ... As I approached, I wondered if this was where I wanted to go. The multicolored brass
bands and the majorettes were rather like a carnival ... Do not be deceived, all these people are there
to live together a peace march.

The community of Sant'Egidio, organizer of the march, invites a Syrian woman, returning from Lesbos
with the Pope, to testify. A deep silence is made, so poignant is her sharing. From Syria, passing
through Turkey, she arrived with her husband and their child in Lesbos. They have dealt with net-
works of traffickers. The family of her husband is still in Syria, in a very exposed area, without water.
She told us she can hardly believe that she is now safe; has been able to resume a normal life and
studies to validate her diplomas.

Then, it was the turn of a girl, part of the school of peace, who launched out with a lot of conviction, a
plea for peace.

On this, we begin to advance towards St. Peter's Square to participate in the Angelus. The atmos-
phere is one of joy, of fraternity and of hope. While awaiting the departure, we live many encounters
interspersed by music and games of
flags. During the march, several
people brandished flags bearing the
names of many countries still af-
fected by war and violence in the
various continents.

With the Pope, we pray the Angelus
and listen to his invitation to build
peace through "non-violence". "The
year will be good, insofar as each
one of us will seek to do good, day
after day. This is how peace is con-
structed; let us say in fact, NO to
hatred and violence and YES to fra-
ternity and reconciliation. " 
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Sœurs Missionnaires de Notre-Dame d’Afrique
Viale Trenta Aprile 15 - 00153 ROME (Italie)

ww.msolafrica.org

ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP
Beatrix Dagras, Bon Secours Paris (France)
At the end of November 2013, I was visited by Saïd-Ali Koussay, co-president of the Islamic-Christian
Friendship Group (GAIC), who was looking for someone to replace Ove Ullestad, Christian co-
president, who was leaving for his native Scandinavia.

Faced with this impasse in the life of the GAIC, I accepted the function to help out, for a year. The
year started on the Board of Directors
following the General Meeting of
March 24, 2014, during which I, in
turn, sought someone to take over. In
vain, to this day!

At the next General Assembly of 30
April 2015, Saïd-Ali KOUSSAY, after
twelve years of co-presidency, an-
nounced his decision to withdraw
from the post. Haydar Demiryurek suc-
ceeded him. This was not the time for
me to leave the co-chair.

So I'm finishing a second year. Despite the hard ‘training’ exercises that this service entails, I have
not managed to recover the vigor of my twenty years. So I had to announce that I left the co-
presidency without abandoning the tasks of the transition as well as other tasks on the Board of Di-
rectors as long as I could be of service to the association. 

FRATERNITY PRIZE
Amparo Cuesta, Islas Cíes, Madrid (Spain)
The "Mundo Negro" magazine awarded the Fraternity 2016 prize to Dieudonné Nzapalainga, Cardi-
nal, Archbishop of Bangui and to Kobine Layama, imam of the central mosque of the capital of Cen-
tral Africa, for their work in promoting dialogue and peace in the country.

The two winners with Pastor Nicolas Nguerekoyame, President of the Evangelical Alliance of Central
Africa, mediated several times and allowed humanitarian aid to reach vulnerable villages inhabited
by Christians and Muslims. In December 2013, when the anti-Balaka militias launched a strong offen-
sive against Bangui to take control of the capital, Cardinal Nzapalainga decided to welcome in his
home, Iman Layama and his family, who lived there for nine months . The two communities did not

understand this mutual respect. But their
gesture made them called "the twins of
God."

The award ceremony took place at the
Conference on Religious Dialogue for
Peace, with Christian and Muslim lectur-
ers that was attended by MSOLAs from
the communities of Pegaso, Cabanillas
and Cies Islands of Madrid. 
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The iman Kobine Layama and cardinal D. Nzapalainga receive the prize M.N.


