
 

 

THEATRE ON MIGRANTS 
Luc, a Congolese student in Tunis thinks of creating a play on migrants to sensitize students. A 
little hesitant, he shares his project with me and I jump in because it is timely and in line with our 
MSOLA red thread. The writing of the play is an opportunity to chat with Luc on the reality of mi-
gration in Tunisia. He asks me to help him with the two stories regarding the girls. 

So the play begins: "It is 12:30 at the Tunis-Carthage airport. There meet three young sub-Saharan 
Africans, landing on foreign soil, coming from different countries,  to begin a new adventure. They 
do not know one another, but  chance makes that they find themselves sitting on the same bench, 
waiting to get their immigration papers. After spending hours and hours in silence without hope, 
they begin to talk"... 

"I am Hope. I come from Congo Kinshasa and I am here because of my football talents! I was con-
tacted by a manager to play in a club, and I want to make it a big club"! One of the girls continues: 
"I am Kadi, I come from Abidjan and I came "to find myself", as we say at home. The other girl 
added: "I am Cassandra, I'm from Cameroon, more precisely from Yaounde! I am here for studies. 
" 

Hope discovers very quickly that he has been cheated and hires himself to work "with stones". He 
has an accident on a construction site. Kadi Jolie is ready to do anything to enter into Europe, even 
to get a child. She becomes a waitress in a bar, and contacts a network of smugglers to cross the 
Mediterranean. She is raped before embarking. Cassandra, freed from her parents tutelage, 
spends her evenings in nightclubs and has many love affairs. She does not go anymore to class and 
finds herself pregnant. 

This play was performed by the students at the Tunis Cathedral during the Diocesan Youth Day in 
June 2016. 

 Cécile Dilé – Tunis  (Tunisia)  
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INTERFAITH DIALOGUE  

I am part of the committee that organizes the National Conference on Interreligious Dialogue 

where I am the only religious woman. At first I felt ill at ease, but the men welcomed my interven-

tions and reflexions favourably. This gave me confidence. 

Through the committee I am in contact with leaders of other churches and religions of Burkina Fa-

so. This is a new universe that opens up to 

me! It's exciting! 

At the Tabaski feast I had a wonderful ex-

perience. I went to the Hotel Splendid, 

where the terrorist attack took place in 

January 2016, to follow the "Thirst for 

Peace" conference organized by St. Egidio. 

The Iman who represented the Muslim 

community had invited all members of the 

Diocesan Commission for Interreligious 

Dialogue to the prayer and the sacrifice  

of the sheep. From there we went visit the Mogo Naaba (the Moshi king) and then to the Imam’s 

home to  eat the sheep. I was touched when the Iman told me 'Thank you for coming.'  

Lety Garduño - Ouagadougou  (Burkina Faso) 

MY GRAIN OF SAND  
I diligently read different websites. The US Conference of Bishops sends a weekly prayer on Justice - 
Peace -Integrity of Creation. We use these prayers and those from other sites for our community 
prayer. We do what we can! 

Felicia Nowak - Holyoke (Etats Unis)  

WITH ABUSED WOMEN  

Women suffering death threats in their country, coming mostly from Africa, arrive at the association 

« Booz Fields »  asking before all for empathy, but also concret help for their long journey into the ad-

ministrative maze. 

To meet this need, Filmins community al-

lows Nicole to go two days a week to wel-

come the women at the Association. 

What a wonder when I can bring some good 

news, such as when a Syrian woman, who 

had attended a support group where wom-

en had complained of not being able to 

sleep even in a good bed, came a few days 

later with small canvas and told us: "while 

they make their tapestry, their thoughts will 

change! " 

Nicole Robion, Sceaux (France)  
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WALKING TOGETHER 
In the midst of a charming multicoloured nature, with a wealth of shapes and appearances, a group 
walks together in their differences. 

The family of Charles de Foucauld (sisters and friends), celebrated the centenary of his death, with 
the pilgrimage "Together ... under God’s gaze". They had asked me to invite some Muslim friends. 
Five MSOLA and six Muslims from the Al Rawdah mosque near our house, joined the pilgrimage to 
the Cistercian monastery of Val-Notre-Dame. The sun shone in all its glory and it was good to travel 
in the pilgrims footsteps along the mountain pass of  the "Cut Mountain " . 

Meeting, walking, a fraternal meal, prayer, listening to others and sharing: this is what buoyed that 
beautiful sunny day. 

Welcomed by the 
monks, the sound of 
bells and the call to 
prayer, chanted by 
the warm voice of 
Abdulkarim, the Tuni-
sian of the group, 
brought us together 
into the chapel. We 
had learned to sing 
the Names of God, 
which we alternated 
with the monks at 
the end of their 
office. I was invited to the pulpit to read in French and Madhi, the young imam, read in Arabic and 
French from his ipad. 

 Later in the chapter room, Dom Barbeau recalled the special bond with the seven Cistercians of the 
Atlas in Algeria that 20 years ago had left  their lives 'already given', to be taken. He lived this trage-
dy very close, as he regularly visited the Trappists who tried to rebuild a community around the 
"remnant" of Algiers. Dom André witnessed the grateful memory of the people of the Atlas, for 
their monks. An Algerian, Muslim lady, burst into tears and wanted to ask forgiveness on behalf of 
Algerians. Dom André said: "We are beyond that my daughter, the second generation of the Atlas 
people praises God for the faithfulness of their friends. It is the whole of Algeria who suffered dur-
ing 'the black decade. We are no longer in the time of fear but of mercy. To paraphrase Luke 1.65: 
'It is now known, on the whole mountain, that God has visited his people' ". 

It's very important to live a personal experience of sharing and living together: mixing with sisters 
and brothers of other spiritual and religious traditions and not staying walled up behind one’s own 
‘a priori’. Then we discover that there is so much in the other that echoes what lies within us . 

Listening to, understanding and respecting one another in our differences was the message of the 
day. 

Pierrette Pelletier, Montréal – Cartierville (Canada) 
 

TEACHING ENGLISH  
Jasminka is a young woman from Bosnia. She arrived in Germany in 2013 and lives with 5 of her sib-
lings. They are sponsored by the parish of Mülheim, Cologne. She never had any schooling, but she 
has learnt German very well and follows evening classes in order to past next year, her exam of pri-
mary school.  I was asked to help her with English. Her permission to remain in Germany depends 
on success in her studies, as does her possibility for a professional training. I admire her seriousness 
and her will to learn. I am glad to help Jasminka to make her dreams come true. 

Margret Derek, Cologne , Thielenbrucher (Germany)  
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EDUCATION FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE 
The other day the coordinator and two lay persons of the Justice and Peace Diocesan Commission of 
Gitega to which I belong, came to our community to discern what to do together to help young peo-
ple. We decided to launch 'Education for Peace and Justice Clubs' in secondary schools. A team will 
prepare the educational program. 

The day of albinos 

The whole commu-
nity participated in 
the First March of 
Albinos on the 
streets of Gitega, 
the World Day for 
their integration. It 
was the first time in 
Burundi that albi-
nos publicly claimed 
the right not to be 
discriminated. We 
supported the or-
ganizers that we 
know well, and we 

joined them in demanding their rights. After the walk, the food, and the speeches, we ended up 
singing. It was a joyful day. 

Against modern slavery 

In August we organized a session for girls "In the footsteps of Cardinal Lavigerie, fighting against 
modern slavery". We helped 65 participants to recognize modern slavery and to commit themselves 
with Christ, the liberator of every human being, by living the values of truth, justice, freedom and 
responsibility. It was a holistic training: human and Christian. 

Maite Oiartzun - Gitega (Burundi)  

WITH THE AFRICAINS IN CANADA  
Each community had prepared the Canadian JPIC-ED meeting on "Our relationships, as MSOLA, with 
African refugees and migrants". The JPIC-ED animators shared the commitments in this field of the 
sisters in their community: Two MSOLA do social and pastoral work in O.L. of Africa Mission in Mon-
treal. They build bridges between people of different cultures, ethnicities and religions. In the Dio-
cese of Amos, a sister helps Burundian priests to integrate into the community and into the diocesan 
pastoral. The sisters from Ottawa meet families from several African countries. At Cartierville, four 
sisters are involved in catechesis where they meet Africans. At Beauport, a sister meets five African 
families. Another sister has worked for several years with migrants with a particular attention to Af-
ricans. Marie-José Blain prepares five African couples for the sacrament of marriage. She invited 
them to the community to know each other. Their main challenge is to maintain their values in Can-
ada. 

The sisters also meet African children in language schools; African women who start micro-
enterprises in Africa-Intermonde Carrefour,a solidarity cooperative with Africa. 

Those from the infirmary meet Africans when they receive their friends from their countries of mis-
sion. Others meet them by phone or by mailing… 

All our sisters keep the Africans in their heart and prayer and they live their mission to Africans de-
spite the limitations of age. Wherever they are, they become bridges helping Canadians and Africans 
to overcome their mutual fears by trusting.  

The JPIC-ED animators from Canada   
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A SOLIDARITY GROCERY  
A year ago a solidarity grocery opened in Saint Josse, a popular district of Brussels. I got involved as a 
volunteer. This service suits me perfectly. 

The social services sent us people who do not have enough resources for a decent life. They come 
from all walks of life! 

Our store is pretty well stocked with food, clean-
ing products, school supplies etc. It is mostly the 
women and their children who come shopping. 
The merchandise is sold at half price. But they 
cannot exceed a certain amount per month. 

We get unsold vegetables and fruits from the 
morning market and we give them free. The at-
mosphere is great! We all, volunteers and clients, 
meet over a cup of coffee or tea. 

We're a good team of volunteers: Belgians, 
French, Algerian, Moroccan, Syrian and a Congo-
lese. Carmen from Spain and Avan from Iraq are 
the leaders. We meet regularly over a meal to 
share our joys and difficulties and to reflect on 
what we live with this destitute population. 

Simone Dislaire – Brussels (Belgium)  

SISTERS AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING  
In September 2016 'Zusterwerk' (working sisters), a new organization against human trafficking and 
modern slavery, was launched. It is the follow up of 'Religious against trafficking in women', where 
the MSOLA were very committed. Maria Schoorlemmer, Catharina van Kaam, Gerda Slaghekke and 
our deceased Rika de Wit, were volunteers for many years: creating awareness, distributing leaflets 
in Africa, doing presentations, assisting women and girls, fundraising, travelling to Thailand, Latvia 
and Lituania... With this same spirit, we support this new initiative of Ivonne van de Kar, a woman 
with a lot of contacts and experience in this area.   

Several congregations were present to see how to get involved. 

Zusterwerk will create awareness on human trafficking and exploitation, among congregations, 
schools, professionals, women, parishes and NGOs through conferences, training courses, and pray-
er. 

It will network with religious congregations and NGOs. The main project is to create a safe home for 
victims of trafficking in order to offer them a better life.  

Zusterwerk is member of RENATE: Religious in Europe Networking Against Trafficking and Exploita-
tion, to which some of our sisters in France and Poland belong. 

Marina van Dalen, MSOLA coordinator, The Netherlands  
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TOGETHER IN OUR DIFFERENCE  
This was the theme of the 2016 Day Camp that helped the children to work, exchange, dance, and 
be together girls and boys by accepting each other. It was an up-to-date theme highly appreciated 
by the animators.  

In August, the centre Pierre Claverie hosted sixty children and 25 facilitators from six countries: Al-
geria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Congo, France, Uganda, in addition to two Algerian associations 
‘Drôles Madaires’ (improvised theatre) and ‘Seeds of Peace’ (forming to live together in our differ-
ence). 

Through singing workshops, in French, English, Arabic and Rusian; plays ; pictures ; Kabyle and mod-
ern dances; sports ; handicrafts and cooperative games, the children divided into 4 groups: Respect 
(Green), the Angels of Peace 
(Red), the Star of Forgiveness 
(Blue), the Candy of Tolerance 
(Yellow), learned to live together 
in their differences. 

The songs and poems had mes-
sages about the fact of all being 
similar on the Earth that belongs 
to all. 

The older children learned to im-
provise skits for public demand. 
Ex: football, and boys and girls 
acted out a team of players. The 
smaller ones acted a poem on living in joy, peace, justice, and  tolerance and a song saying 
'together we can make a new world.' In our summer camp all tried to build a better world while 
sharing the joy of being together, despite our differences. 

It was impressive to see the children working with others with respect. Let’s hope that each child 
keeps as a treasure the respect in the difference! 

At the closing ceremony the handicrafts were exposed, to the delight of parents. There was macra-
mé: bracelets, key holders; bags made with plastic plates with figures of animals stuck over them. 
The audience enjoyed  traditional and modern fashion show and dances. At the end refreshments 
provided by the parents were shared. These meetings at the Outdoor center are a great joy where 
each one gives and receives.  

Hortence  Zabandola - Oran Community (Algeria) 
Yollande Kandongo -  postulate intern at Oran    

SIGNING PETITIONS 
As I don't go out to demonstrate on street corners, my contribution to the JPIC Network is signing 
some of the petitions that come via Internet. I am also very supportive 
of Anti-Trafficking. Lately I have signed a number of them on the ENVI-
RONMENT: Support non-fossil energy. End "fracking". Encourage or-
ganic farming. Oppose toxic weed-killers. Protect public water from 
companies. ON ECONOMY AND HUMAN WELFARE: Increase Social Se-
curity and Medicare  for the poor. Raise the minimum wage. Control of 
big Banks and Corporations. Discourage use of GMO. Pro-immigration 
policies. POLITICS : Moral revival. Oppose secrecy in Government deal-
ings. Protect activists and whistleblowers. Oppose large sums of mon-
ey for campaigns. Protect voting rights. 

Marie Heintz, Winooski (USA)  
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  CELEBRATING BEAUTY  
During the 2016 Summer we were invited to do something on 'Creating beauty.' We started a Mural 
on Creation at  the corridor of our community. After posing a meaningful first picture on the wall, I 
allowed myself to dream. What will be the result of this invitation? I was confident that there would 

be a response and 
day after day, week 
after week the Mural 
on Creation was be-
ing completed and 
embellished till be-
coming a master-
piece of beauty and 
participation. Thanks 
for this work togeth-
er. 

 What to do of this 
beautiful work? The 

arrival of September the 1st, World Day of Prayer for the Safeguarding of Creation,  gave us the an-
swer. The theme "Celebrating Beauty and the Author of this Beauty," gave us the idea of celebrating 
together. All the MSOLA from the small groups, who were able to come, gathered to feast. It was 
meaningful to meet together to celebrate and thank the Creator for all the joys of Summer, of Crea-
tion, for the beautiful mural, for our crossing from late Summer to another season 
of activities.  

Going towards the common room to enjoy a good ice cream dessert, we sang the 
'Peasant Creed , we recited poems on creation and we shared memories. 

Long live Creation! Long live the Creator! 

Thérèse Gravel,  Cartierville (Canada)   

WORKING AS VOLUNTEER  

When I returned definitedly to Germany in 2013, I decided to share the treasures I had acquired in 
Africa during  40 years, with those in need. For three years now, I have been doing tutoring for five 
students. Four of them are children of immigrants or refugees, living with one parent only and are 
traumatized. Caesar made his primary in Spain, his 
mother comes from Ecuador and his dad from In-
dia. My favorite are the 7 years old twins of Nigeri-
an origin. All have difficulty in concentrating and 
paying attention. They are not very motivated. I 
need lots of patience, creativity and flexibility to 
raise or maintain their interest. I try to give them a 
working method to spark personal reflection and 
especially encourage them to trust in their abilities. 

Tutoring connects me with young people, children 
and their families. We invited each family with their 
children for a snack in the community and everyone found it very interesting. 

For three years I have been sharing with volunteer women my knowledge on non-violent communi-
cation and on the Enneagram through 10 workshops. 

All this gives me a lot of satisfaction and joy. In this service I meet Jesus Christ who identifies himself 
with the smallest of his brothers and sisters. 

Gisela Harth, Cologne, Klettenberg 2 (Germany)   
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COMMITTED TO JUSTICE  
Inequalities in our world have always shocked me. That's why the decision of our last chapter: "To 
intensify our commitment in the service of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation and make" it the 
red thread "running through all our missionary commitment." affected me.   

Sent to Malaga, I looked for a job in this line and found that Oxfam responded to my expectations. 
Intermón Oxfam as it is called in Spain, works to eliminate injustice, poverty and inequalities that 
grow more and more in our world. The NGO sensitizes through education campaigns for justice as 
"Conectando mundos" (connecting worlds), because the school is the training foundation for children 

and youth for a more just and equi-
table world. Oxfam also has a 
"solidarity trade" shop in Malaga, 
where I work. Products sold at a 
fair price support cooperatives, es-
pecially women’s, in Africa and 
South America. 

 I also participate in "Citizen Activi-
ty" where we make campaigns like 
"Iguales" (Equals), against extreme 
inequality in the world as "The 80 
richest people on the planet have a 
similar fortune to the revenues of 

the poorest half of the world’s population: 3,500 million people "!!!  

The group "Conectando mundos" that reflects and brings ideas towards a new school, have just had a 
seminar in Barcelona. Groups from different parts of the country shared their experience and their 
actions at this level. It was wonderful!  

We are also trained to participate in campaigns. My African experience helps me to listen and to 
open doors, and gives another dimension to this experience.  

Carmen García Sedeño – Malaga (Spain)  

TEACHING MIGRANTS  
The invitation of Pope Francis to "go to the periphery, to live and proclaim the Good News of the 
Kingdom of God", and the words of Cardinal Lavigerie "do not shrink before any trouble ..." inspire 
me to listen to the challenges of the world.  

As an answer to this call I help a girl and a boy with German. I also help three young refugees: Mama-
dou and Hamidou from Mali and Salah from  Somalia. I met them in Cologne with 'In via' from Cari-
tas, during their three months of introduction to the 
German culture, language and context. Once the 
course finished, they were left to themselves. So I 
started a search with them to find them a suitable 
German course. I also went with them to a cultural 
festival for citizens and refugees of Cologne. They 
call me grandmother and we have fun along this in-
tegration journey with its ups and downs.  

I am happy to give my little contribution in the huge 
task of integrating refugees in Germany. 

Luzia Wetzel, Cologne,  Klettenberg 2 (Germany)  
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