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NOUAKCHOTT COMMITTED IN JPIC-RD 
In February the community of Nouakchott shared with the 
Islamo-Christian Parish Group on Mercy. Mr. Diagana, Muslim, 
spoke about the mercy of God in the Qur'an and Fr. Victor 
Ndione, on God’s mercy in the Bible and in the Church. The 
very enriching sharing enabled us to know each one better. 

 
The feast of St. Bakhita the community presented to the 
parish the reality of human trafficking. The priest spoke about 
human traffic in our context. We prayed for the victims, for 
the conversion of traffickers, and for the end of modern 
slavery. We made and distributed a flyer on this issue. We 
want to continue creating awareness. 
Community Nouakchott, Mauritania  

TOGETHER FOR A GREEN DAR NAIM  
The Caritas Mauritania Urban Project supports the 
development of Dar Naim village, one of the poorest in 
Nouakchott. I am committed with women and girls in the 
cooperative where we work as a team. 

The project engages civil society in community development. 
Youth identified the problem of reforestation and they made 
the project to plant 50 trees in the village.  

Many trees planted before in Dar Naim have been eaten by 
goats and sheep. The youth decided to empower families. 
They met them to explain the collaboration. Young people buy 
trees, fencing, watering cans and dig the holes. The families, 
monitor predators and regularly water the two trees received: 
for shade and for fruits. 

The planting of 20 trees for 10 families is their contribution 
against global warming and desertification in Mauritania. With 
them, I say "Together for a green Dar Naim! " 

Lucy Nabweteme  
Community Nouakchott (Mauritania)  

ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE 
From 9 to 14 August 2016 the World Social 
Forum "Another world is possible" will be held in 
Montreal (Canada). It will gather tens of 
thousands of persons, groups, organizations and movements 
wishing to build a sustainable and inclusive world where every 
person and all people may have their place and make their 
voice heard. Begoña Iñarra will represent the MSOLA JPIC-RD. 
 

MODERN SLAVERY IN TUNISIA 
A La Marsa we witness the exploitation of women and girls 
from sub-Saharan Africa: a form of modern slavery. 

Most of these women come through a Tunisian-Ivorian 
network. According to victims, network members take their 
picture which they send to interested families in Tunisia to 
make their choice. When the woman, dreaming of a better life 
in Tunisia, pays the amount requested, the Tunisian family 
buys the airticket. Upon arrival in Tunisia the boss confiscates 
their passports and even luggage. From four to six months, 
the woman works in very hard conditions to pay her travel. 
She must be available at all times, even at night and she is not 
fed. They are given 20 dinars ($ 10 US) a month to eat. Some 
are not even allowed to go out. 

 Some bosses keep them after having paid their tickets. Others 
send them away and search for a new woman. The one sent 
away finds herself on the street and must seek how to make a 
living. Undocumented, she is not entitled to a residence card. 
As time passes, getting the money to go back becomes more 
difficult. Some take a boat to Europe. Others end in 
prostitution; others pregnant, give birth to children without 
fathers.  

A number of these women attend our parish Saint Cyprian of 
Carthage in La Marsa. Since 2011 the community gives them 
clothes, diapers, and other equipment, while discerning how 
best to help them. 

Since October 2015, we live in a companionship with a few. 
We organize monthly meetings. This creates a climate of trust, 
sharing and listening. But the question remains.... How can we 
reach the heart of this scourge? How to create awareness in 
their country of origin so that women do not leave? There is a 
long way to go! 

Franceline Hien MSOLA 
La Marsa (Tunisia)   

CRIMINAL ASPECT OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Jacqueline Picard gave a presentation on the criminal aspect 
of human trafficking to law students in Ottawa. She explained 
how to detect the game of pimps and their recruitment 
tactics. 
Jacqueline Picard  
Ottawa (Canada)   

NEWSLETTER JPIC/RDI SMNDA 
Missionary Sisters of O. L. of Africa  

N. 5 - May 2016 

Céline  Natanek; Lucy Nabweteme; Marie Sakina Kataluka; Kordula Weber. 

Maria Hernández, Chantal van Kalk and Josette Beyou from  
La Marsa community with the Ivorian women . 



 

2 

WITH ORPHANS AT DEN KANU 
When I heard that I will do my apostolate with the orphans, I 
was worried. When we went to visit them and know the place, 
my anxiety rose and my questions increased... What shall I do 
when they start crying? 
In January when I started my work, I felt called to make myself 
small and to turn to God. I am grateful to my older sisters who 
encouraged and comforted me. In this apostolate there is a 
time for everything: days to weep, to be calm and smiling, to 
get used, to attach myself to people and to welcome surprises. 
Everything happens slowly in joy and patience. The experience 
of the beginnings was very difficult, complicated and boring, 
but it became a beautiful and interesting experience! 
Children got used to me. At the beginning when I called, 
touched or offered them to play or to accompany them to bed 
they would flee. With patience, saying goodbye, greeting 
everyone, our hearts felt drawn to one another. 
When I arrive at the orphanage, Innocent holds my legs and 
asks me: 'aunt, sister, how are you?' I reply: 'I'm fine, 
Innocent'. One day I said: 'It’s not going well, doctor!'. He 
smiled. I just wanted to put in him the desire to become a 
doctor, God willing. One day playing I called another child "my 
doctor" and he said, 'I am not your doctor Dé’. Then I asked 
'Do you know my doctor?' 'Yes, his name is Innocent' he 
replied. I was very surprised but also full of joy to see that 
children listen, observe and take in what they are told. 
With my partner Fidès we thank God for those little stories. 

Baawobr Faustina 
Bobo-Dioulasso (Burkina Fasso)  

A DUTCH SISTER AND A SYRIAN LADY 
A few weeks ago we started giving Dutch classes. We were 
asked to help some refugees who needed to practice Dutch, a 
difficult language! Three sisters from the community agree to 
do it. Myself I am helping, Kinda,  a young Syrian woman, from 
Damasucs, Catholic Orthodox. Sr. Truus Bos has a muslim 
family.  

Kinda arrived to the Netherlands two years ago to join her 
three brothers and has been staying for a time with the family 
of one of them. But to follow asylum Dutch regulations she 
had to stay for a longtime in a refugee camp in Eindhoven, 
until she gets a temporary residence permit, benefits, and a 
rented house.  

Currently Kinda fas to finish her Dutch course for Foreigners at 
Fontys College in Eindhoven before following a course so that 
her qualification as a nurse is recognized in the Netherlands.  

Kinda is a member of the Greek/ Antiochean Orthodox Church 
where her brother Sebastianus is a priest. Her Dutch Orthodox 
Parish,  The Mother of God follows the Antiochean tradition 
and serves more than 100 families.  

LIVING THE RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE IN LYON 

From Dialogue to fraternity 

At the Duchère Protestant home fifty people of all faiths came 
together for a frugal meal, followed by a debate on "Jews, 
Christians, Muslims, from dialogue to fraternity, French 
society and the test of religious pluralism." The debate was 
moderated by Father C. Delorme who, with his Muslim friend 
Rachid Benzine, has just published "The Republic, the Church 
and Islam" to clarify the situation of Muslim presence in 
France and to help pacify spirits . One of the imams ended 
with the words of Martin Luther King "Either we live as 
brothers or we will die like fools." 

Diocesan Committee for Relations with Muslims 

I participate in the Diocesan Committee for Relations with 
Muslims whose objectives are: 1. Ensure the relations 
between Christians and Muslims. 2. Propose the encounter 
and interreligious dialogue. 3 Raise the needs. 

We discuss the preparation of the celebration TOGETHER 
WITH MARY, a festive meeting of prayer and fellowship that 
brings together Christians and Muslims around the feast of 
the Annunciation, to pray to God with Mary, one beside the 
other, respecting the identity of each one to "tell our desire 
for peace" and "the possibility of building a better world 
where all could live together." 

Christians and Muslims celebrate the Annunciation together 

For Muslims as for Christians, Mary is Virgin and Jesus' 
mother. It is a common point that allows meeting people. 
Cardinal Barbarin, Kamel Kabtane the rector of the mosque, 
and over 400 Christians and Muslims celebrated together the 
Annunciation of the Angel to Mary at the church N.D. of 
Lebanon. 

First the bells rung, then the muezzin called to prayer. The 
Our Father was recited and then the Fatiha, the Muslim 
profession of faith, both in French and 
Arabic. Witnesses, songs and prayers follow 
one another.  

You can see the video at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7ZXspg5bAMM  
Odile Payen, 

Lyon (Lyon, France)  

JPIC-RD ANIMATORS IN CANADA 
JPIC-RD animators of Canada meet regularly every three 
months to share their commitments and discuss JPIC-ED 
topics. In their last meeting they shared mostly on the Paris 
Conference-COP21 and on the final agreement signed by 195 
countries. This could encourage us to do something similar in 
each entity through Skype.  

Sr. Gertruda  
and Kinda 

On Kindars 29th birthday, we had 
lovely tulips in our garden, so I gave 
her some with a homemade birthday 
card and she sent me some pictures 
about their Church and the two of us.  

I am glad I met Kinda and I hope we 
can be friends for a long time and that I 
can help her with Dutch. She works 
really hard and she is really motivated.  

Sr Truike (Gertruda) de Win,  
Eindhoven (Netherlands)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZXspg5bAMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZXspg5bAMM
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LIVING JPIC IN OUR APOSTOLIC ACTIVITIES 
We have become aware of how we constantly face questions of jus-
tice, peace and integrity of creation. With the Cardinal, we also feel 
‘revolted’ when we experience injustice.  

At St. Simon Nursery school we strive to show people that teaching 
and learning is possible without corporal punishment. Teachers may 
not use violence to correct kids and they are learning non-violent 
ways. Children get to know that if they play when the teacher ex-
plains, they will not understand. Kids learn how to solve their con-
flicts and they say sorry to one another. A girl kicked a boy and when 
the boy started crying, she ran to him and hugged him saying: “Sorry 
Baraka. Have you forgiven me?” Immediately the boy stopped crying 
and they continued playing joyfully. 

We also help parents to bring up their kids in a just and peaceful 
atmosphere. We encourage them to dialogue to solve problems. We 
manage to keep peace and good relationship among us, staff, par-
ents and children. 

Children care for the environment 

WITH THE MENTALLY ILL 
Since March 2015, I am at the service of the mentally ill at the 
Medical Center Paul VI in Ouagadougou. I take any 
opportunity to form my colleagues. I have the desire to 
understand the culture of the patients I welcome. One day I 
received a 22 year old girl who wanted an abortion. I 
presented her the opportunity to save the child and gave her 
an appointment, but she never come back because she was 
afraid of being driven away from her family if she kept the 
child. I contacted people from her culture to understand the 
situation. I learned that there are many women in the same 
situation. They suffer in silence because 'it is the culture'. This 
problem affects also the mentally ill, as people do not believe 
that mental illnesses exist. 

To see how patients improve after being faithful to treatment 
gives me great joy. As they talk about it others start coming. 
The behavior of patients with behavioral disorders surprises 
the entourage who believes they have links with evil spirits. 
We welcome these patients: angry, aggressive, manic or jovial. 
We take care of them without hospitalization. We use 
psychotherapy: psychoanalytic, cognitive / behavioral or 
family, while working with their relatives. If the therapy is not 
successful, we use drugs. Those that must be secured are 
referred to the Yalgado Ouedraogo National Hospital. The 
mentally are more and more numerous in our societies. 

Agnes Nakiguli  
Community of Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso)  

MARCHING FOR CLIMATE-COP21 

The community of Rome 

The Climate March in Rome was very animated with songs, 
banners... Shouts accompanied the tossing of a huge globe. A 
group clapped empty bowls with spoons shouting: ‘climate, 
hunger, peace, the challenge is the same’. Others held large 
green leaves with words on the protection of the Earth from 
different religions.   

We talked with our neighbors, as we were united by the same 
desire and ‘Earth for all’. The atmosphere was relaxed and 
happy, despite the presence of the police who feared a 
terrorist attack. 

Marching was worthwhile. All the period of the COP21 in Paris 
we prayed for the conversion of hearts and the political will to 
take decisions for the protection of the wounded Planet. 

Gisela Schrayer, Rome Community  

MADRID Communities  
The March atmosphere was multi color and festive. A group of 
children doing the "wave" led the way .  

Marie-Alice, Catherine, Maamalifar and Gisela.  
Maria Carmen, Francine et Madeleine are not on the photo.   

Esther, Loli, Trini et Amparo. Avec Marcela et Maruja (pas sur la 
photo) ont participé à la marche pour influencer la COP21  

The staff is aware of the environment 
and teach the children to care for it. Now 
they throw peels and papers in the rub-
bish pit. The baby class kids used to step 
on the flowers on their way to the wash-
room. Piala gathered them at that spot 
and asked them: “Will you be happy if 
someone steps on you as you step on 
the flowers?” They said: “No.” From that 
day the kids are careful not to step on 
the plants. Small as they are, children 
apply the value/knowledge they acquire.  

The mentally and physically disadvantaged children  
discover their worth through activities. Hélène who is involved in 
this centre, works hard with the staff to promote justice towards 
the children. According to their possibilities the children learn to 
take care of themselves, to clean, to do the dishes and to keep their 
environment neat. Now they are learning gardening. They prepare 
the land, sew the seeds and care for the plants. Parents are happy 
to see their children dignified.   
As the patriarchal ideology is strong, at the preparation for mar-
riage couples are often puzzled when asked to speak together on 
issues of justice: land, inheritance, right to education, climate 
change... However after a time, they discover that God calls them 
to live the right relationship as a couple and with others. Some 
demand help to deepen their relationship as a couple, become 
aware of their responsibility and take steps towards greater justice 
in their relationships.  

We thank God for our charism and the opportunity to journey with 
his people, thus contributing towards a better world now and for 
the generations to come. 

Helene Kavula, Juliana Karomba and Piala Massawe  
Arusha (Tanzania)  

WE PLANT TREES 
JPIC MSOLA of Montreal participates in 
the project 'A Tree for All' which wants to 
plant 375,000 trees in the green belt of 
Greater Montreal for the 375th anniver-
sary of the founding of the city. 

Citizens are invited to plant 5 trees or 
donate for $ 10 each. We MSOLA Car-
tierville have collected $ 45, and we will 
add $ 5 to plant 5 trees. 

JPIC-RD MSOLA Montreal  
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   THE URGENCY OF THE ENVIRONMENT  
After following a workshop on ‘Care of the Earth’ Flora be-
came aware of the marvel of creation and of the crimes 
against it. Zambia is among the top ten countries in cutting 
trees to produce charcoal to export to its neighbours. 

At the end of the workshop each group had to prepare a plan for 
action. Mrs. Banda and I committed ourselves to raise awareness 
in the parish. We did not delay! We met the parish JPIC group 
who recognizing the urgency of the matter suggested a workshop 
of sensitization the following Sunday. Sr. Flora and Mrs. Banda 
gave the input. The JPIC group touched by what they saw and 
heard, planned three actions: 1. to plant and care for the planted 
trees at the parish; 2. To start a tree nursery to sell at a cheap 
price; 3. to write a letter to other lay groups of the parish.  

Each group picked up the same spirit of urgency and committed 
to action, to change their lifestyle and spread the word that 
something can be done in their surroundings. 

Like the song we learned says: Earth is our home, our only home, 
in an hour of time, a moment goes by, what have we done?  Earth 
is our home, our only home, see the creatures, the trees, the 
mountains, the seas, to this we belong. R/ Earth and sky, sea and 
stones, hold the earth in Sacredness. 

Sr. Flora Ridder 
Lusaka (Zambie)  

 JPIC IN GHARDAIA COMMUNITY  
In community, we realized that we did not know people in situ-
ations of slavery. But we see many migrants who work for a 
wage that depends on the contract with their boss. When they 
send money to their countries of origin, traffickers take about 
40% of the amount. They are often exploited by their own 
country "leaders" on the spot. We see this as an exploitation of 
these men who work hard to send money home. 

Some doctors at the hospital where Zawadi works are in collu-
sion with private doctors to whom they send their patients for 
consultation, and some are sent back to the hospital's rehabili-
tation service. Zawadi has reflected with her colleagues on this 
unjust situation. 

As MSOLA we decided to 
continue getting informed 
on situations of slavery 
where we are working. If 
we discover some, we will 
denounce them immedi-
ately. We also participate 
in campaigns by internet 
(Aefjn, Avaz ....) denouncing modern slavery. 

We asked ourselves the question of what to do faced with the 
great difference in the exchange rate at the Bank and on the 
black market. As MSOLA we have the obligation to be fair to the 
country and its people and therefore to exchange at the Bank at 
the official rate. 

On February 8, in our chapel we held a prayer against trafficking 
in human beings. The white fathers and some lay people joined 
us. We continue to pray that this plague ends. 

Community Ghardaia   

JPIC-ED IN OTTAWA COMMUNITY 

The First Nations (Indigenous Peoples) 
Each sister is involved on issues of justice and peace. Three 
have joined a discussion group with films on issues of peace 
and justice for First Nations. It is run by First Nation educators 
and Aboriginal leaders. Country and government are called to 
reconcile and meet the current multiple crises in the North-
ern reserves, where thousands of people struggle for a de-
cent life. The latest discussions and films informed on the 
situation and the resilience of First Nations to address the 
injustices and find solutions to the problems encountered 
daily. We learned the impact of the arrival of Europeans and 
how the First Nations lost their land, their lifestyle and their 
spirituality and were pushed to the North of the country 
while the newcomers took the best land in the South. 

The current crisis is due to the disappearance of more than a 
thousand women and girls from reserves and Northern cities. 
Northern communities are facing a wave of suicides triggered 
by social constraints. We wrote letters, in particular support 
to young people in two northern communities in Ontario and 
Manitoba, to show our compassion and concern. 

These meetings help us to discover the many talents of indig-
enous people: music, art, poetry, film, journalism, modelling. 

Engaged with refugees in CRC 

Two sisters involved as volunteers in the Catholic Refugee 
Centre, teach English. We engage conversations with new-
comers and former refugees. They come from very different 
backgrounds: Russia, Iraq, Syria, Guinea, Portugal, Syria, 
Spain, Venezuela, Lebanon, etc. All are interested in learning 
English to get a job. We are all in the same room ... a different 
level at each one of the 6 tables. For two hours it's a hive of 
buzzing. It's a very rewarding job and we get to make friends. 
We learn about their homeland and their long and arduous 
journey before landing on Canadian soil. According to the 
"Metro" newspaper, one out of four people in Ottawa is a 
refugee. 

Walk for Climate Change 

Lise Giguère and Jacqueline Picard from Ottawa and Michelle 
Plante and Lucille Cadieux from Montreal participated at the 
March for Climate in Ottawa, the eve of the opening of the 
Paris Conference COP21. The march ended in front of parlia-
ment in Ottawa. 
Once there, we po-
sitioned ourselves to 
represent 100%. The 
photo was trans-
mitted immediately 
to Paris. 

 Ghislaine Dubé  

Zawadi, Rénée,Makita,Marie-Christine 

http://www.msolafrica.org/

