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IN MALINDI, AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING  
The Bishop of Malindi (Kenya) welcomed the three MSOLA 
sisters newly arrived in his diocese to live our charism in a new 
way: healing the wounds of the victims of human trafficking.  

Malindi, is a cosmopolitan, coastal and rapidly growing small 
town, deeply touched by human trafficking for sex and forced 
labour, the “New Slaveries".   

Our mission at Pope Francis Rescue Centre is to offer a holistic 
approach to children who are vulnerable to sexual abuse, re-
gardless of race, ethnicity, religious beliefs or gender, and to 
enable them to realize their potential. We will work with peo-
ple from different faiths, as well as with government and other 
NGOs.  

The moto of the Centre opened in July is “To love and to 
serve”. There is place for up to 45 children and vulnerable 
young people. At the Home we will tackle the sexual abuse of 
women, men and children, as Marga is a nurse, Redempta, a 
counsellor and I work for awareness against human trafficking. 
Those coming to the Home have often experienced deep 
suffering and traumatic experiences related to sexual violence 
. The Home is a shelter and cares for them usually for three 
months, a time to prepare them for re-entering the outside 
world. They are followed for a year and when possible they 
will be re-integrated into their own families and helped with 
their studies.  

Traffickers bring young girls from rural areas into Malindi as 
domestic workers or prostitutes. In the area, prostitution has 
become endemic, and young girls of 13 or 14 can earn a great 
deal of money for themselves and their families.  Parents 
seem to be indifferent as long as money is available. The 
whole Coastal Region is touched by this evil. The question is 
what can be done to change this situation. 
 

Maggi Kenedy (Malindi - Kenya) 

ECHOES OF THE SICILY PROJECT 

 On the 2nd October, the new Sicilian inter-congregational 
community at the service of migrants, of which Vicky Chi-
harhula (Msola) is a member, gathered, for some weeks, at 
the Sisters of Wisdom in Rome to build their community, get 
to know one another and to share their experiences and 
their faith. 

The UISG (the International Union of Superiors General) de-
cided to celebrate the 50 years of its approval by the Holy 
See with a religious commitment: an inter-congregational 
community at the service of migrants. The idea arose from 
the request of two sisters deeply touched by the tragedy of 
2013 in Lampedusa , as well as by the Pope’s  call to conse-
crated religious: "go to the outskirts of existence". 

The 10 sisters who will start the project come from eight 
Congregations [Franciscan Missionary of Our Lady, Little Mis-
sionary Sisters of Charity, Society of the Sacred Heart (3 srs), 
Missionary Sisters of the Inmaculate Heart of Mary, Capucine 
Sisters of Mother Francesca Rubato, Saint Anna’s Daughters, 
Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross, Missionary Sisters of Our 
Lady of Africa], and from eight countries: Ethiopia, Argentina, 
France, India, Eritrea (2 srs), Poland, Italy and DR Congo. 
Three sisters mandated by the UISG will accompany the pro-
ject. 

We will probably be in Sicily, dioceses of Caltagirone and 
Agrigento, by mid-December. The desire of Cardinal Monte-
negro (Agrigento) is that "we make of our community life, 
the first eloquent witness to the beauty of diversity." As he 
said, "if you can live happy and united, from different  con-
gregations and different nationalities, you will give us an elo-
quent witness." He also wants a ‘traveling community’, that 
goes to the most needy. 

Pray for us so that we respond to this call of the Spirit for our 
time. 

Vicky Chiharhula (Sicily- Italy)  

From JPIC to JPIC/EDI 
In June 2015, the MSOLA Enlarged Council decided to inte-
grate Encounter and Dialogue  Interreligious (RDI)  with Jus-
tice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC). So from now on 
JPIC becomes JPIC/EDI.  

The sisters from the two inter-congregation communities that will 
work with migrants and refugees in Sicily.  

Maggi Kennedy, from the UK, will create awareness against  
human trafficking,  Marga Rodriguez from Spain is a nurse,  

and Redempta Kabahweza, from Uganda, a counsellor . 



 

 

ADVOCATING FOR THE MARGINALIZED 
The Delwende Centre in Ouagadougou welcomes marginal-
ized people accused of witchcraft. Located in Tanghin near a 
dam, it should have been relocated to Sakoula, 10kms away 
due to danger of flooding. 
In June 2015, the Ministry of Social Action, called us to visit 
the new site in order to finalize the process of moving. At the 
meeting where I was accompanied by members of the Justice 
and Peace Commission and of OCADES we saw that water, 
electricity and the fence for the mentally ill home were not 
ready yet. So, I went to UNICEF who did the drilling, to find out 
about the water. They confirmed our suspicion: for 300 people 
the center needs from 6 to 10m3 per hour, but the current 
capacity was 2m3 per hour and the water tower was also in-
sufficient for gardening purposes. Due to numerous power 
cuts a generator or solar panels would be required to raise the 
water. The application, written in June, has not yet been an-
swered. 
So, after having convinced residents of the need to move from 
the center, we could not do it ! During the rainy season, I was 
quite worried about the possibility of flooding! But I believe 
that God lives in Delwendé because the rainy season has end-
ed and we did not have any flood. Let Him be praised forever. 
Hortensia Sizalande (Ouagadougou—Burkina Faso)  

 

ENCOUNTER AND DIALOGUE IN MONTREAL 
After my mission in Algeria and Mali, back to our multicultural 
Montreal, I responded to the invitation of the Missionaries of 
Africa to join a spiritual encounter group. Malian Sufi Muslims 
awaited me. In 2007 I created an interFAITH group in Car-
tierville where I live. In the group there are Muslims, Chris-
tians, Jews, Baha'is, and tenants of native American spirituali-
ty. We have eight annual meetings on a theme chosen and 
lived in different forms: holiday celebrations, dining rituals, 
pilgrimages, prayers, shared events, and calls for common 
social commitments. 

Late October 2015,a Canadian-Tunisian sociologist dealt on 
Religious Challenges and Globalization ; a Consolata priest on 
Christianity and Globalization, and myself I would recall bene-
fits of 50 years of dialogue between Jews and Christians and 
the challenges that still remain. 

Our group is expected at the Al Rawdah mosque late Novem-
ber. We will enter together into the year of Mercy. A young 
Imam, an old Franciscan father and a Jewish mother will treat 
the issue of mercy as an answer to the present violence. 

Rumi said that the moon lights up the room only if the cur-
tains are opened ... that's what we're trying to do. And then 
our look changes. 

 
Pierrette Pelletier  (Adelaïde House - Montréal -Canada) 
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PEACE WALK AND HELP FOR REFUGEES 
Saturday 26th September a Peace Caravan walked through 
the village of Boxtel, NL. The yearly Peace Walk initiated by 
the Protestant Church, and greatly supported by the Catholic 
Parish, the Mosque, the Interreligious Platform, the Assump-
tionist Fathers and of course the White Sisters had a new 
format this year. Among the more than hundred people from 
different religions and cultures, there were five MSOLA. The 
discussion during the march turned around ‘Good Neigh-
bours’, its meaning for each one, and how it was practiced, 
and its meaning at the moment where there are so many 
refugees, which means different religions and ethnic groups 
in your street and neighbourhood. How do we react? The 
Turkish refrain “The one who sleeps with a full belly while his 
neighbours are hungry, is not one of us” was very much com-
mented.  

Among the participants there were 10 Palestinian young-
sters, invited by the Assumptionist Fathers for an exchange-
programme. They really appreciated the hearty welcome and 
solidarity shown by the Dutch people, but unlike the Syrian 
refugees, they wanted to go back home again.  

At the after-party at the Muslim Care-home in Boxtel, people 
could chat more with the staff, with each other, and with 
volunteers involved with asylum-seekers. To be true to his 
speech: “We should not think in numbers, but in people” the 
mayor decided to house 17 young Eritrean girls not older 
than 19 years. Looking into his eyes I realised that politicians 
are not able to resolve the problems in the world with 
words.  

Our sisters also showed their solidarity in deeds. The previ-
ous week the Assumptionists had asked our help to prepare 
one of their houses for future refugees. We reacted immedi-
ately. The sisters gathered sheets, blankets, towels, furniture 
etc. and we decided to pay for a welcome-gift, as well. We 
asked the local supermarket to make parcels with bathroom-
items for each refugee. Although our sisters are old and 
weak, to do things like this gives them a feeling of involve-
ment and solidarity. We hope to continue to be involved as 
long as this situation continues.  

Marina van Dalen (coordinatrice SMNDA-Pays Bas)  

Mme. Marina van Dalen and some of the marchers, 
among them the Msola. 

Centre Delwende.  
Departure of Ma-
riamu. After ha-
ving spent 19 
years in the Cen-
ter, her son came 
to fetch her to 
take her to his 
home.  

Pierrette Pelletier 
presents the two 
speakers at the 
InterFOI 
(InterFAITH) 
meeting in March 
2015.  



 

 

LEARNING ECOLOGY  
 

The '2015 Day Camp’ in the  Pierre Claverie Center of Oran, 
was an opportunity for sixty children from 7 to 12 years to 
meet during two weeks under the theme "United to save our 
Planet" to raise awareness on ecology. 

During that time, we MSOLA, Algerian facilitators, and Anne, 
a French girl, tried to pass environmental values to children 
through songs and sketches: not wasting water, cleanliness 
of the environment, throwing garbage into the garbage bin, 
care and protection of the planet. During the break 'Mr. 
Trash 'was at the “rendez-vous” to receive waste (wrappings 
of chocolate, candy, boxes of yoghurt, juice etc ...) 

During the gardening session each child has learned to plant 
and care for the garden so that it is clean and welcoming. We 
used recycled equipment for the manual work. 

The closing ceremony was beautiful. Children showed their 
parents what they achieved and lived during these days. Eve-
ryone went away happy with his plant to take care of. 

Sr. Béatrice Badini (Oran-Algeria)  
 

DEMONSTRATION AGAINST POVERTY  
One of the main activities of the ‘Week against poverty’ in 
Spain was the demonstration on 17 October in Madrid, orga-
nized by different networks, trade unions, political parties 
and organizations, among them CONFER (the Conference of 
Spanish Religious). 

The rain did not deter the most committed and, as every past 
year, we marched from Atocha Station, along the Paseo del 
Prado till the Cibeles fountain in the heart of Madrid. 

I was among the bearers of the banner leading the way. The 
media were present. A huge Trojan horse carrying on its back 
4 young people, represented the TTIP (Trade Treaty and in-
vestment Partnership between the EU and the USA). Follow-
ing it, a huge banner held aloft by large colourful balloons 
denounced poverty and free trade agreements. At Cibeles 
the manifesto was read. Several television channels broad-
casted the march, which involved numerous religious, but as 
in previous years the representatives of institutional church-
es were absent. 

Amparo Cuesta (Madrid - Espagne)  

3 

FROM A NUISANCE TO A RESSOURCE  
The inhabitants of the Rosso region, 360 km from Nouak-
chott, suffer the devastating effects of the Typha plant that 
invades the Senegal River, along the dikes and the swampy 
areas. Absorbing oxygen and light, it changes the quality of 
the water, and prevents the growth of other plants. The 
plant clogs irrigation canals, makes water stagnant and de-
creases the living water for animals, which causes the prolif-
eration of mosquitoes and parasites, favouring the develop-
ment of new diseases. All this disrupts the economic activity 
in the region. There is no way to get rid of this plant which 
expands constantly. 

Instead of fighting against, people decided to convert it in 
bio-coal as an alternative to the charcoal for cooking, used 
by 90% of Mauritanian households. The transformation of 
Typha into a renewable energy resource contributes to fight 
deforestation and thus, it mitigates greenhouse gases emis-
sions. While the gases emitted from Typha coal are recap-
tured by the plant, a ton of this coal saves 7 tonnes of CO2 
compared to the same amount of charcoal, of which gazes 
are not absorbed by the environment. 

This new activity generates income. The new domestic fuel 
is cheaper than charcoal, because it burns slower. Women 
in the Rosso region, have organized themselves into cooper-
atives for drying Typha, charring and mix it with clay, press-
ing and shaping it in the form of briquettes, ready for sale. 

Our community supports this initiative and we are very 
proud of the people. 

La communauté de Nouakchott, (Mauritania)  

INTERRELIGIOUS MEETING IN LIFE  
Among the nursing home staff where we live, the EPHAD, 
there are many Muslims from Algeria, Morocco, Senegal, 
Mauritania and other countries. Our relations with them are 
excellent! Yearly Muslim holidays are displayed and we are 
attentive to wish them 'Happy Feast!'. Most Muslims are 
also attentive to wish us 'Happy Feast' on our own festivals. 

There is also a Protestant married to a Catholic who is very 
happy with us. Among the residents there is a Jew. We nev-
er talk about religion with him, but he's close and comforta-
ble with us. These internal relationships fulfil us, as we go 
out very little or not at all! 

Msola Community (Villeurbanne, Lyon - France) 

THANKS for your contributions. They have been so nu-
merous that there was not enough space in this number. 
They will be published later on. Our JPIC/RDI commitment 
is well alive!                    Begoña Iñarra 

The Typha plant. 
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COMMITMENT, ENCOUNTER, DIALOGUE 
Late August, the “Muslim Relations Committee of the Lyon 
Diocese” met with Muslim friends, on the burning question 
« to refound or to reform Islam? ». The outcome of this 
meeting on "Reforming or refounding Islam?» was the 
recognition that for many Islam'scholars the long reformist 
tradition of Islam must be continued today, to adapt Islam 
to the contemporary world without denying its theological 
foundations. Two recent events show the difficulty to re-
think Islam. The Iman of Montpellier’s Great Mosque, Farid 
Darrouf, had to leave under pressure from a minority of 
Salafists who saw in his moderation the expression of a “ 
West “which they abhor. The second, more revealing, is the 
setting aside, following threats from Daech, of the 2016 
Global Forum for Islamic Reform, organized by the Al-
Kawakibi Foundation, which brings together Muslim intellec-
tuals. " 
Mid-September the Abraham group, formed by Jewish, 
Muslim, and Christians of which I have been a member for 7 
years, has resumed its monthly meetings around the theme 
"brotherhood and violence." We read the Scriptures with an 
emphasis on how the texts and the theme rejoins us today 
in our lives and our experiences. In September, the story of 
Cain and Abel in Genesis 4, 1-16 was presented by Chris-
tians; in October we listened to the Surratt 5.27 to 31 which 
tells the story of Cain and Abel, and in November it will be a 
Jewish reading of the same story. 
Every Thursday, as a volunteer I meet patients of all faiths in 
a palliative care house. Last Thursday I met three Muslim 
patients. Some words and wishes in Arabic…, formulated in 
the form of prayer unite us and bring comfort and a smile.  
La Marsa community (Tunisia)  

Odile Payen  (Cuire - France)   

La Marsa community  
All through the working out of our Community Apostolic 
Project, the situation of Sub-Saharan African women in La 
Marsa was a challenge. We want to give an answer to this 
cry, and with the help of the Spirit to see, think and decide 
as a community what we want to live with these women. 

First, we wish to form, with these young women, a listening 
group for getting to know one another and for prayer. Fran-
celine will be the link between the young women and the 
community which is ready to welcome them from time to 
time, for prayer and sharing. We want to share this initiative 
with the parish priest of La Marsa. We are enthusiastic 
about this approach which we have just started.  

We pray the Lord to guide and enlighten us about how to 
help these women. 

La Marsa community (Tunisia)  

BAKHITA GROUP IN POLAND  
The Bakhita Group to fight Modern Slavery and help its vic-
tims in Cracow organized a formation session for religious 
and lay persons. The aim of the training was to deepen our 
knowledge and reflection on human trafficking and the ways 
of combating it. The main animator was Sr. Anna Bałchan SMI 
and Sr. Joanna FMM who is familiar with the rules and the 
ways of helping victims. 

I participated in the formation together with 43 religious and 
six lay persons from all over Poland. Sr. Anna’s long experi-
ence helped participants to verify their attitudes, to help in an 
appropriate way. Sr. Joanna FMM, the chairperson of Bakhita 
Group, Justyna and Paulina from the Covenant of Mercy Com-
munity presented their proposals for the socio-educational 
campaign in view of the European Day Against Human 
Trafficking (18 October).  

The idea of forming the Bakhita group (a Polish religious sup-
port network) was born at the RENATE (Religious in Europe 
Networking against Trafficking and Exploitation) 2011 confer-
ence. The Major Superiors of Women Religious in Poland 
were asked to put the initiative into practice. The words of 
Pope Francis are an inspiration for the group: “We must be 
close to the new forms of poverty and fragility, and we are 
called to recognize a suffering Christ in them. (...). Let us open 
our eyes to see the poverty of the world, the wounds of so 
many brothers and sisters deprived of dignity. Let us feel pro-
voked by their cry for help.”  

For many of us human trafficking seems to be very far, but 
unfortunately, it is a modern problem all over the world, in-
cluding Poland. It may be closer than we think! Any person in 
need of money may become a source of income for other 
people and thus become a victim of human trafficking. Op-
pressors take advantage of the dreams or the difficult finan-
cial situation of their victims, and manipulate their relation-
ships.  

Human traffic means exploitation of people, violation of hu-
man rights and dignity and mental or physical violence. It may 
also involve different forms of pressure, abduction, fraud, 
abuse of power or weakness. Modern slavery may be of diffe-
rent kinds: forced labor for production, forced labor in the sex 
industry, beggary, crimes, marriages, and organ trafficking. 
Women and girls are the most frequent victims of human 
trafficking chiefly for prostitution. They are exploited in Po-
land, Italy, Germany and Holland. There is also a visible in-
crease in the number of people forced to slave labor. 

Trafficking in Poland is a particularly acute problem, mainly 
done by Polish citizens on Polish citizens. It is estimated that 
in Poland 15 thousand people are victims of this trade, 
whereas in the world it may affect as many as 27 million.    

Cecylia Balchaska (Lublin - Poland)  

Maria et Françoise de la communauté de La Marsa avec deux  
leaders de l’entité lors de leur visite à la communauté.  

De gauche à droite: Maria, Finita, Prosperine et Françoise sur le banc où 
le Cardinal s’asseyait souvent pour contempler la mer. 

Maria and Françoise from La Marsa community with two leaders of the 
entity during a visit to the community.  

From left to right: Maria, Finita, Prosperine and  Françoise on the banc 
from where he used to look at the sea.  

Participants at  the formation seminar.  

http://www.msolafrica.org/

