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HOPE FOR MAURITANIA 

 The wounds left after the “1989 events”, where slavery 
and the racial tensions between blacks and moors explod-
ed, is one of the great concerns for Justice Peace and In-
tegrity of Creation (JPIC) in Mauritania today.  

Other issues of concern are Child labour and Female Geni-
tal Mutilation (FGM). The country also suffers from envi-
ronmental problems like flooding and deforestation. 

 Since March, I work in the “Urban Project” of Caritas Mau-
ritania and I discover other aspects of JPIC. The project 
encourages youth from different tribes to participate and 
collaborate in different Youth Associations through sports, 
music, dance and drama. The aim is to strengthen their 
capacities and to cultivate a culture of peace and reconcili-
ation among the young generation. A social worker helps 
girls and boys from different associations to reflect togeth-
er, compose songs and plays on JPIC issues such as: the 
fight against deforestation; protection of the environment; 
unity and peace building. The songs and plays entertain 
and create greater awareness in people. The project also 
helps women to know their rights and to address injustices 
affecting them.  

We, the animators of the project, have had a session on 
the fight against Female Genital Mutilation, a practice that 
has severe consequences in young girls aged between 0 
and 15 years. The CD: “Do not cut!” and a guide will help 
us to create awareness on FGM.  

 These are small steps that give hope for a better future for 
Mauritania. We are called to “preserve the physical and 
psychological integrity of all human beings” and to take 
care of the natural resources. Let’s be courageous to ad-
dress these injustices in order to prevent the suffering of 
the victims !   

 Nabweteme Lucy (Nouakchott – Mauritania) 

GHARDAIA: BEING A BRIDGE AND 
BEARER OF HOPE  

Ghardaia, a city inhabited by Arabs and Mozabites Berbers  
is for nearly two years the theatre of violent clashes be-
tween these two ethnic groups. Shops and homes have 
been looted, burned, and sacked despite the massive pres-
ence of police and gendarmes. Progressively, parts of the 
city have become "ghettos". People from one ethnic group 
will not pass through the streets inhabited by the other eth-
nic group. In our neighbourhood, now essentially Mozabite, 
many Arab families have fled to other districts or to the 
nearby town of Daya 10 kms away. 

Our community is present in Ghardaia since 1892. All along 
these 122 years the sisters have chosen to be close to both 
communities, to work with all and to aid understanding and 
mutual respect. It is in this context that today we live JPIC, 
serving as a bridge between the two groups, helping life to 
flow again between them, despite the mutual hurts. We live 
our community project "bring hope" through our various 
commitments: 

 Tutoring lessons and fun activities at home that brings   
together Arab and Mozabite children despite the 
"ghettos" in the neighbourhood. 

 By shopping for friends (Arabs) who cannot buy products 
only found at the Mozabite merchants. 

 At the hospital Zawadi promotes communication be-
tween her Arab and Mozabite colleagues and between 
patients from both communities. 

  Going to Daya to give support classes to the many Arab 
families forced to leave our neighbourhood.  

 Going all over the town to visit families of both Arabs and 
Mozabites.  

We play the role of being “bridges” and “factors of justice” 
with migrants, for example by facilitating access to free and 
quality care at the hospital or the health center or assisting 
in administrative procedures.  

 The community of Ghardaia (Algeria) Lucy Nabweteme with a group of women . 

The Ghardaia community: Scholastique, Marie-Christine, Renée, 
Zawadi, Mgr. Claude Rault, bishop of the Sahara and Victorine.  



 

 

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM (WSF)   
TUNIS  2015 
"Another world is possible» is the slogan of the World Social Fo-
rum (WSF) and "Dignity and Rights" was the sub-theme of the 
2015 Forum held in Tunis in late March. 

The opening march, four days after the tragedy of the Bardo Mu-
seum, became a protest against terrorism and a support to Tuni-
sia and all societies facing terrorism. The heavy rain weakened 
the participation. But many braved fear and the rain, to support 
the FSM and Tunisia.  

Creativity was present and arriving at Bardo, the atmosphere was 
very friendly. 

Participation was very active with over 5,000 organizations and 
associations from 150 countries offering hundreds of activities on 
a variety of topics.  A workshop on Islamic-Christian dialogue was 
presented by our sister Chantal Vankalck and father David M.Afr, 
in collaboration with the Comboni family. 

Begoña and I mostly followed the issues of migrants, human 
trafficking, climate change, Africa and international trade. In the 
context of false solutions to the multiple crises: economic, cli-
matic, plundering of resources, violence of adjustment programs 
and growing militarization, many workshops were dedicated to 
ways to fight neoliberalism and its dangers: impoverishment of 
the majority, plundering of natural resources, world trade at the 
service of a minority, violation of human rights  

The participants did not only denounce what's wrong in the 
world, but they have presented alternatives, already under ex-
perimentation. This gives hope and help us to discover that even 
in the most desperate situation, there is always the possibility of 
acting to transform it ! 

Points that caught my attention 

 1. Migration policies of the West 

The fight for the rights of migrants attracted many participants. 
The withdrawal and the closure of borders are intensified in 
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many countries. Border control has become a very profitable 
business for private security and weapons companies, as well as 
for others, both in the North and in the South. The so called 
developed countries (EU, USA, Canada and Australia, and even 
South Africa), push away from their territory the boundaries of 
migration, to third countries closer to the countries where the 
migrants come from… These repressive policies are responsible 
each year for the deaths of tens of thousands of migrants. 

 2. Trafficking in human beings 

Different forms of human trafficking were presented: sexual 
exploitation, forced labour, begging and crime under coercion, 
forced marriages, use of minors in conflicts... All countries are 
affected by this scourge. Among the witnesses of France, Ugan-
da, Indonesia, Tunisia, Italy, there were religious. To stop this 
shameful traffic that dehumanizes is an urgent task! It is a call to 
commit ourselves in the prevention, awareness, support of vic-
tims and in advocacy. Also, we need to work in local and   inter-
national networks.  

We learnt about the discrimination suffered by black Tunisian 
(20% of the population). In France, minors, victims of trafficking, 
are involved in the struggle for their liberation. In Uganda chil-
dren are trafficked for sacrifices and women for forced labour in 
Arab countries. All the victims live in great precariousness.  

 3. "Change the system, not the climate" 

 The climate space was one of the liveliest corners where young 
and old alike are committed in alternatives to the present liberal 
system that destroys everything on its path, including the cli-
mate. 

"Alternatiba" an alternative movement to climate change and to 
energy crisis, made up of young and old, who have decided to 
live in  simplicity and harmony with climate justice, has spread in 
France as bush fire. 

 4. The campaign "Turn the page" 

Under the slogan "No democracy without alternation” they pro-
claim that the future of the  

African continent will belong to Africans only under true democ-
racy. They call for a large gathering of people from Africa, Eu-
rope and elsewhere to turn the page of authoritarian regimes 
and build the conditions for genuine democracy in Africa. Yet 
there is no democracy without alternation. But in some coun-
tries of the continent, dictatorial regimes or “dynasties”  have 
settled in perpetuity regardless of public opinion. AEFJN France 
is a partner of this platform. 

Conclusion 

Despite the difficulties of the current moment there was a lot of 
commitment among participants and a note of HOPE. Since 
MSOLA want to promote collaboration with others for a better 
world we have, in the participants to the WSF, potential collabo-
rators to bring our small stone to the building of a better world. 
 

Vicky Chiharhula -   Rome (Italy) 

Three MSOLA participated at the World Social Forum in Tunis: 
Begoña Iñarra, Chantal Vankalck and Vicky Chiharhula.  

Forum of theology and liberation inside 
the Social Forum. ‘Interfaith/Religious  

mobilisation for JPIC’. 

Opening March World Social Forum. 



 

 

« LA PATRONA »  
WOMEN SOLIDARITY 

In Morelia, Mexico, many situations can be improved at 
the level of justice, peace and ecology. But there are also 
people who act to transform these situations. I share with 
you the activities of "La Patrona", a group of 15 women 
who help the many immigrants who go to the United 
States, hoping for a better life. The women show us that 
action can challenge current lack of sensitivity to face the 
cries of the poor, mentioned by Pope François. "We live 
the globalization of indifference before the drama of illegal 
immigration. We have lost the sense of fraternal responsi-
bility. The culture of well-being makes us insensitive to the 
cries of others, makes us live in a beautiful but empty soap 
bubble.”  

 During the Eucharist, celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
the group ‘La Patrona’, bishop Mgr. JR Vera López said: 
"Their actions challenge selfishness, pride and the greed of 
rulers and politicians that have brought about the current 
chaos forcing people to move in order to survive." 

Whenever the train of migrants called "the beast", on 
whose roof migrants travel to the USA, is near to pass 
through Amatlán de los Reyes, Veracruz, the 15 women of 
La Patrona, place themselves on the edges of the tracks to 
offer food and water to the migrants going to the United 
States. 

During the celebration of 20 years of the volunteer service 
group, Mgr. JR Vera stated: "God wants everyone to eat 
every day and these women know it. Therefore, when mi-
grants pass through here, they seek to give them food. 
Being born in a place where things go wrong does not justi-
fy that people are deprived from food. " 

With very simple means, these women help, every year, 
some 20,000 people travelling to the  

United States. These women have seen and heard the cry 
of the poor and answer it. They are  

among the blessed ones quoted by Jesus: "I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and 
you clothed me. ("Mt 25, 36”.) 

Many of these immigrants are being robbed or even kid-
napped. In the state of Veracruz, violence against migrants 
is very strong. Just in 2014, there were 157 victims of se-
questration, but most cases are not declared to the au-
thorities. The group "La Patrona" received in 2013 the na-
tional human rights prize for its social contribution.  

 Micheline Laroche (Morelia - Mexico) 
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HOW WE MSOLA  
LIVE JIPIC IN QUÉBEC 

In our community of Beauport each sister participates fully 
in the activities of Justice, Peace and integrity of Creation. 
Those in the infirmary read the articles that interest them 
and the JPIC reports. They ask many questions to know 
what is happening. They also pray a lot. A sister who may 
seem inactive in her wheelchair can do a lot for peace. 

In our February meeting, we introduced Canadian women 
committed to social justice. We revived present and past 
female figures that stand out for their daring and persever-
ance. The community research was so interesting that in-
stead of limiting the sharing to one person per group, we 
had to put the limit to 8 women per group! Those women 
had a lot of courage; they dared to go out of the limita-
tions of their time and acted to transform their society and 
today they continue to be an inspiration. 

Saturday, April 11, Françoise Laflamme and Monique Ra-
cine participated in Quebec City at the "March for Cli-
mate". There was a crowd of 25,000 people. Two more 
persons do not change the world but contribute to change! 

Men, women and children 
across Canada marched in the 
streets of Quebec mixed with 
artists, environmental groups, 
social movements and trade 
unions. In a joyful atmos-
phere, but determined, they 
carried a clear message to the 
Prime Minister and territorial 
ministers meeting in Quebec 
the following day: "We can-
not fight against climate 
change and continue the oil 
sands and pipeline projects like TransCanada ". With 
25,000 people in the streets of Quebec and dozens of soli-
darity actions across Canada on April 11, it will be very 
difficult for politicians to ignore our call to action.  

Françoise Laflamme  - Beauport (Canada) 

‘La Patrona’ women distribute food to those travelling atop of 
the train called ‘La bestia’.  

ASSESS YOUR OWN  
SLAVERY FOOTPRINT 

Learn how slave labour touches each 
of us by clicking at 
http://slaveryfootprint.org/survey/   

This will help us to assess how dependent we are on 
workers who labour for us in very hard conditions, in 
fields, mines and factories. Thus we can become more 
careful regarding our choices of food, clothing, appliances 
we use and everything we buy.  

http://slaveryfootprint.org/
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Rosetta with albinos children. 

REJECTED ALBINOS ARE NOW  
A PART OF MY LIFE  

REACHING OUT TO  
HOMELESS PERSONS 

Danuta goes around with the “Conference of St Vincent 
de Paul of Paris, 5th district", to meet homeless people.  

We meet them everywhere, in the streets of Paris, in the 
subway, on park benches ... They are mostly men from 
different countries. Some have lived here for a long time 
and have neither motivation nor the strength to fight for a 
place in society. Re-insert oneself in society, search for a 
job and housing, represent constraints they do not feel 
able to cope with. Others found themselves in the street 
after a family tragedy, a divorce, job loss, following an acci-
dent, after leaving prison or due to alcohol or drug addic-
tion. They live in small groups for mutual support and pro-
tection. They organize their lives and share the roles. 

I am struck by their solidarity, attention, gestures of ten-
derness and encouragement towards each other. When 
you have nothing material, you have time for friendship 
and to give and receive. Gestures become gratuitous be-
cause you have nothing to lose and not much to hope for. 
Their welcome towards people who come to meet them is 
often warm. They are very grateful for our visits and often 
they share their personal experiences, the events of the 
week, their desire to find a way out and the steps taken at 
the social services, also for some, their despair. Among 
them some have had great responsibilities in the past. Our 
conversations turn around health, small conflicts between 
them, music, literature, philosophy, society, sports ... They 
are also interested in our lives and in our motivation to 
come and meet them. 

Each year quite a number find work and little by little a 
modest place in society. But never the less, the number of 
homeless does not decrease. The inclusion of vulnerable 
people remains a major challenge for our societies. 

 Danuta Kmieciak - Gay Lussac, Paris (France) 

OUR WIN AGAINST SLAVERY  
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Marie McDonald had the joy of 
receiving this email: "On March 30, 
2015, the bill on modern slavery 
became law, thanks to your action 
and that of the 144,017 people 
that acted as you have done send-
ing letters to politicians. This law 
contains important legislation on 
child trafficking and supply chains 
and represents a considerable step in the fight against 
modern slavery in Britain. " 

The new legislation includes two ordinances to prevent 
modern slavery and to strengthen the penalties for human 
trafficking and slavery. It makes provision for the protec-
tion of modern slavery victims and establishes an Anti-
slavery commission. 

 This shows us that our small actions count!  

 Marie McDonald - London (UK) 

The situation of albinos was unknown to me, but in these 
last three years they have become a part of my life. 

In Burundi, as in other African countries, albinos are often 
not tolerated, chased away and  persecuted  by their own 
families,  that even sell them... as it is believed that their 
flesh has magical properties and eating it gives certain pow-
ers. So they are highly sought after by sorcerers and often 
killed. 

They are dreaded because they are different. But they 
suffer from this social rejection. In schools classmates make 
fun of them, so they do not go to school.  

I have the chance to meet and treat them. Their skin altera-
tions favour wounds and cancer. They suffer a lot but there 
is no cure for them, except to protect themselves from the 
sun, their greatest enemy! But they do not always under-
stand it and they expose themselves to the sun with fatal 
consequences. Alterations in their eyes cause vision prob-
lems. 

Donavine, an albino young lady, a friend of the community, 
founded an association to offer them a welcoming home 
and a safe haven. I work with her on health issues. In her 
association, there are 15 people including a baby 8 months 
old and her mother who was chased by her husband and 
her parents. Six boys and three girls follow professional 
school; others go to primary school or kinder garden. Life is 
difficult for these children as they have special needs. For-
tunately there are people who allow themselves to be 
moved and help them as Donavine’s family ! 

For me it is a great joy to be able to help these children 
who did not ask to be born like that. 

This is my “Raison d’être “to live our MSOLA Charism and to 
show them how much I love and respect them.  

Rosetta Rosi (Gitega – Burundi ) 

http://www.msolafrica.org/

