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Enough talk, act now !  

Under the theme “Enough talk, now let’s act” the 21st 

September, hundreds of thousands of people demon-

strated all over the world to protest against the lack 
of government action over climate change.  

All participants were invited to wear a green heart on 

their clothes as a symbol of the march.  2,800 events 
were organized in 166 countries, and more than 

500,000 people marched to boost the fight against 

climate change.  

More than 310,000 people gathered in New York and 

3,000 in Montreal where Lucille Cadieux and Rollande 

Lacasse, wearing a green heart, represented the 
MSOLA from Cartierville.      
  Lucille Cadieu et Rollande Lacasse (Montréal) 

Welcome to our JPIC Newsletter 

The MSOLA enlarged council asked the JPIC network to issue a newsletter 3 times a 

year. Prior to that, many sisters had expressed the same desire.  

This is the realization of this desire. With joy, we offer you a glimpse of the MSOLA-

JPIC activities.  

Rolande and Lucille at the Mrach for Climate 
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Fight against human trafficking  
End January 2015 Begoña Iñarra arrived to Paris 

Gay-Lussac, sent by the congregation to fight against 
human trafficking and new forms of slavery. She has 

already met with the coordinator of RENATE-France 
(network of religious in the fight against trafficking) 

and others working against trafficking. She participat-

ed at a meeting of the ecumenical group against 
modern slavery and another with JP-France on cli-

mate change. On Sunday, February 8th, Day of pray-
er and reflection against human trafficking, she pre-

sented to St. Jacques parishioners the tragic reality of 

the victims of trafficking and asked them to get inter-
ested in the problem and pray for the release of the 

victims and the conversion of the traffickers. Begoña 
will also engage in other JPIC issues and will be avail-

able for conferences and training on issues related to 
JPIC.  
        Begoña Iñarra (Gay-Lussac) 

Preventing modern slavery  
in Ghana 

On New Year’s Day Sister Connie Gemme shared her 
life story in the Retirement Community where she lives. 

She presented the memoirs that  she has written so 
that her family would know about her life in Ghana and 

as legacy for the MSOLA mission in Africa. 

Having worked as a nurse 
within the Ghana government 

system, she had to retire at 
62. As she was still full of en-

ergy she decided to dedicate 
herself to raise the status of 

women that is part of our 

charism.  

Together with a Ghanaian 

friend they visited women’s clubs where women tried 
to earn some money. Most of these women had little 

education, as their families gave  boys the priority..  

Through her encounters Connie became aware that 
many young women were lured into being “trafficked,” 

a modern form of slavery. So Connie set up an office in 
a container and together 

with her helpers she 

began teaching the 
women different income 

generating skills, and 
this, together with the 

microfinance project, 
was a preventive meas-

ure against prostitution. 

Later on, Connie started 
a rescue home for chil-

dren victims of human 
trafficking.   

Her presentation aroused a lot of interest as in the 

States there is a lot of ignorance about modern slavery.   
        Beverly Lacayo (Holyoke –USA) 

FORUM SOCIAL 2015 A TUNIS 

The World Social Forum 2015 will take place at Tunis 
from the 24 to the 28 mars.  

Begoña et Vicky will take part in it.  

Connie at Tamale 

COLWOD shop to sell the products 
made by the women. 



 

 

Towards the new JPIC structure  

This New Year will bring in a new way of functioning! 

May this year be full of happy surprises and innova-

tions for our Congregation! 

History of the JPIC Network 

As soon as the JPIC project was 
voted for at the 2011 General 

Chapter, the General Council 

(GC) appointed 2 sisters to run 
it: Begoña Iñarra and Vicky 

Chiharhula. In collaboration 
with the GC and with the parti-

cipation of other sisters, in 

2012-2013 we prepared 4 re-
collections. 

Two JPIC seminars were given in the 2 novitiates: 

Arusha in 2012 and Ouagadougou in 2013. On both 
occasions, we got in touch with religious conferences 

in Tanzania and Burkina Faso and we had the oppor-
tunity to speak to religious groups and assemblies to 

create awareness on JPIC issues and share on the 

commitment of the congregation in JPIC and AEFJN.  

In the session organized by the congregation in NEMI 
from February 28th  to March 5th 2013, for the MSOLA 

JPIC and MVA animators, a Core Group was formed 
for each of these issues and elaborated a plan of ac-

tion for one year. The JPIC Core Group decided to 
share with the whole congregation about the spiritual 

foundations of JPIC in 2 phases: 1) the biblical foun-

dation of JPIC and 2) the spirituality of JPIC with a 
special accent on the integrity of creation. These do-

cuments were sent to all the communities.  

In the different provinces/regions, the core group 
members animated the communities on JPIC: Amparo 

Cuesta in Spain, Begoña Iñarra in Belgium, Diana 
Hess in Switzerland and France, Michelle Plante in 

CUM, Laurence Huard in North Africa, Hortencia Siza-

lande in AO, Alice Bangnidong in Central Africa and 
Angela Kapitingana in East Africa.  

Circular Letter of the G.C. April 2014  

In addition, each entity will have animators for the 

two congregational networks MVA and JPIC. Each one 
is animated by:  

- a coordinator at Congregation level;  

- a team composed of members of the central 
committee;  

- community animators at the level of the entities.  

Every sister of the Congregation is invited to 
participate in the network activity.  

Enlarged Council October 2014  
The entity teams worked on the organization of the JPIC 
and MVA networks. The structure was reviewed, and the 
future structure will include : 

- Community animators representing a community or 

a group of communities; 

- The congregation coordinators. 

The entity leaders will put this into place in due time. 
Until then, the present structure is still active.  
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JPIC meeting of the 
Lavigerie Family 

Last June, 22 brothers and sisters of the Lavigerie 
family from the European provinces engaged in JPIC 

and Encounter and Dialogue with other religions, 
gathered in Cologne (Germany) to share about ?  

their commitments and to look towards the future. 

We studied Pope Francis’ pastoral letter "The Joy of 
the Gospel» which calls us to remain "close to and 
give a special attention to the poor and those left 
out» and to "eliminate the structural causes of pov-
erty». This is the main goal of the JPIC-MSOLA net-
work. 

We expressed the desire to have a JPIC project as 

the Lavigerie family in order to make our common 

missionary charism visible in the European context. 

The participants at the JPIC meeting in Köln.  

See, judge, act, reflect  
on the impacts of mining 

 The Working Group on the integrity of creation, of 
the JPIC Commission of the USG-UISG in Rome, has 

published ‘See, judge, act, reflect on the impacts 

of mining’. This booklet is the answer to the survey 
on Mining sent to religious communities in 2013. This 

is meant to be a help to better understand the im-
pacts of mining on the community and the environ-

ment. You can find it at: 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/e7a99a_caa491af5
4624ddf8e6e9555f57f51a6.pdf  

Biblical Reflections on JPIC 

The Working Group on the integrity of creation, of the 

JPIC Commission of the USG-UISG in Rome, has pub-

lished 'See, judge, act, reflect on the impacts of min-
ing.' This booklet is the answer to the survey on Min-

ing sent to religious communities in 2013. It means to 
be a help to better understand the impacts of mining 

on the community and the environment. You can find 

it at:   
http://www.maryknollogc.org/scripture-reflections  

The collaboration at the commemoration of the anti-

slavery campaign of our Founder was an important 
step and in Paris an Echumenical team continues to 

think and act on the modern forms of slavery, espe-
cially trafficking of human beings.  

            Begoña Iñarra (Paris Gay-Lussac) 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/e7a99a_caa491af54624ddf8e6e9555f57f51a6.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e7a99a_caa491af54624ddf8e6e9555f57f51a6.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e7a99a_caa491af54624ddf8e6e9555f57f51a6.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e7a99a_caa491af54624ddf8e6e9555f57f51a6.pdf
http://www.maryknollogc.org/scripture-reflections


 

 

JPIC Msola an open network  
Vicky Chiharhula is the JPIC coordinator for the 

congregation. In Rome she collaborates with JPIC 
groups from other congregations. From time to time 

she participates at meetings at the embassies and is 
invited by the media to speak on different issues 

linked to JPIC.  

Collaboration with JPIC coordinators 

I am a core group member of the JPIC promoters in 

Rome and I participate in the “Africa Working Group” 
(AWG) and “Refugee Migrant Working Group” 

(RMWG). In November 2014 I participated in the trai-
ning of new JPIC promoters. In July 2014, I was sent 

by the AWG to co-animate a JPIC seminar in Ouaga-

dougou.  

Media and other events  

I have given several interviews on topics related to 
JPIC at Vatican Radio.  

In June 4th 2014 I participated in a “live webcast” 

(broadcasted in real time over the Internet) in view of 

the Global Summit to End Sexual Violence in Conflict, 
organized by the British Embassy. 

At the occasion of the visit to Rome of the USA special 

envoy to the Great Lakes Region, Mr. Russel Feingold, 

I participated at a business lunch at the US Ambassa-
dor’s residence.  

This practical learning and the fact of seeing Jesus' 
attitudes and actions with new eyes opened up new 

opportunities for the young sisters and were a direct 
preparation for their apostolic experience. They also 

discovered other Christian and lay groups working for 

justice, peace and respect for creation. Their interest 
was for us a source of joy and hope.  

    Vicky Chiharhula et Begoña Iñarra 

Insertion in Logroño 
Since my arrival at Logroño in view of a commitment I 
got in touch with different NGOs. Finally I chose 

"Rioja Acoge" (Rioja welcomes migrants) by its affinity 

with our charism and because they lacked teachers . I 
am getting to know the organization, its volunteers 

and their many activities and services: social and ad-
ministrative assistance, welcome of migrants of any 

religion, culture, language and country... legal advice, 

visits to prisoners, recreational activities for children, 
teenagers and adults, and many other initiatives. 

At the Spanish Courses there are many Pakistanis, 

which pushes me to get information about their coun-
try. Another important group is the Moroccan, fol-

lowed by sub-Saharians from Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire, 
Mali and Burkina Faso. 

Relations are very good and the students show great 

interest in learning. To facilitate their integration in 

the milieu presentations and discussions on interest-
ing topics are organized as well as cultural tours.  

 Often bonds of friendship are created. A Moroccan 

girl offered me a beautiful scarf to show her gratitude. 
Others invite me to visit them. This challenges me as 

missionary "sent to share the Good News and to build 
the Kingdom." 

I collaborate with UMOYA and with them I have parti-

cipated at the “African day” demonstration.  

        Adoración Bolivar (Logroño - Spain) 
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JPIC training for novices 
 Vicky and Begoña have animated two training semi-

nars on JPIC in the novitiates of Arusha (2012) and 
Bobo (2013).  

Combining theory and practice, the novices learned a 

methodology for field work: how to see the situations 
of injustice, letting themselves be touched by them, 

letting the Word of God and our MSOLA writings illu-

minate the situation and help to analyze them so as 
to program an action for change, in line with our 

charism. This gave them some tools to act in their 
mission, with the community and other groups, in 

order to transform the situations thus contributing to 

the coming of the Kingdom.  

Vicky and Begoña with the novices and formators at Bobo. 

Michel Perry (Franciscan), the USA Ambassador, Vicky Chiharhula, 
Mr. Russel Feingold, Delegate from the Vatican, Rigobert Kyungu, 
Mme. Mary M. Irvine.  

Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa   

Viale Trenta Aprile 15—00153 ROMA (Italy) 
ww.msolafrica.org 

Forthcoming events 

 Network training seminars in the Entity America: 

14-18  mars 

 World Social Forum in Tunis: 24 – 28 Mars 2015 

 Novitiate in Bobo: dates to be fixed.  

            Vicky Chiharhula (Coordinatrice JPIC  - Rome) 


